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Editor's Note

Time flies, and summer vacation is approaching!
The Editorial Team of 'Echo' wishes everyone a good rest during the summer
and have an exciting time during the summer.
After recharging, submit lots of articles to support 'Echo'!
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A Blessing for my new Residence

| found a new residence after leaving behind a house | had lived in for
over forty years. That house would be demolished in September to
make way for a modern residence for the community of the Fraternal
Society of St. Peter, who serve the Latin Mass community at St.
Anthony’s parish. They presently rent somewhere west of the Sarcee
Trail - a very long commute for them. When they take up residence in
their future house, they will be a mere ten minutes away from St.
Anthony’s parish.

My newly rented residence is an upstairs suite in an old house. But
first it needed a blessing. One never knows what kinds of people once
dwelt there, or what things happened there, or what kind of spirits
might lodge there. We live by Catholic principles and need a holy
peaceful place to lay down our heads at night. My new suite had to
be blessed and sanctified before | even moved in.

These thoughts were on my mind. But who would bless my new
d place? For sure the hand of God was with me.

It so happened that we were at the beginning of May when Fr. Joseph

and the pastoral team at Our Lady of Perpetual Help went out on

home visits with the statue of Mary to recite the Rosary and blessed
homes when requested by members of our parish. But openings were filled up very quickly.

| applied. Could | be fitted in? That was my concern. Then |
was told the good news. A cancellation had occurred. My
visitation would be taking place on May 7th. How lucky could
| be!

The pastoral team arrived, a group of about fifteen, including
guests. We prayed and sang Marian hymn after each rosary
decade. The top floor of that house resounded with the joy
of hymn-singing, perhaps the first time since the house was
built.

Fr. Joseph blessed every corner of that suite and also the
deck outside which extends upwards towards St. Mary’s old
cemetery.

Afterwards the landlord came over and conversed with us,
saying that he hoped we did not send all those bad spirits
we drove out over to his house next door. It was a happy, fun filled, holy event with guests bringing
refreshments and socializing with cheerful conversations in the warm atmosphere of an evening in
May.

| extend my sincere gratitude to Fr. Joseph and all the pastoral team who made the long commute
across the city in rush hour traffic to pray, bless and sing hymns at my new dwelling. May equal
blessings return to each one of you.

Patrick Owens
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ICY A Poem — The Blessings of Coronavirus )
o [ wonder who conferred on you the Latin title of Crown — Corona. i
i Crown of thorns, you surely must have been too much of mankind in cruel irony. ;
Our hearts go out to those laid low by you in one fell swoop.
The flip side of this coin is that you have proved to be a blessing in disguise.
| We owe you thanks for holding us in our tracks to take stock. |
Of where we stand in regard to one another — our common habitat and destiny. '
L\ Which otherwise we consign to oblivion in our push for wealth and power. U
‘w We hope that this better lesson that you have taught us cures of our blinkered vision. q(
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