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Editor’s Note

Christmas is coming soon, and Jesus in the manger will
approach us with humility, simplicity and warm heart. Let
us accompany our family with joy and care, and send
#& Christmas blessings to relatives and friends to celebrate
the birth of Christ.

Merry Christmas!
Editors

Anne Lam, Emily Chan, Jenny Lam, Josephine Li,
Peggy Yip, Winnie Lau, Jane Leung, Teresa Tsui
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The Milestone of Lectors

Lector is foundational to the diaconate program and it was through the help of your prayers and the
Holy Spirit that all the deacon candidates reached the milestone of Lectors.

The Rite of Lector was instituted by the Church because Lectors play an important role in the liturgy of
the Holy Mass. They read out the life-giving Word of God. Lectors need to be faithful to the divine
Scripture because it is in the Scripture that we encounter God. Through the works of the Lectors, the
parishioners will receive support and vigor, strengthen their faith, nourish their souls with the pure and
lasting Word of God, and create strong spiritual life.

Lectors were already instituted in the Old Testament as it is a Jewish tradition to proclaim from the
Scripture. For example when Moses gathered the people to read the law (Deut 31:12); also day after
day the Law was publicly read by Ezra the Priest (Nehemiah 8:18); and later in the New Testament
when Jesus came to Nazareth, where He was brought up, and as a custom, He went into the
synagogue on sabbath and stood up to read (Luke 1:16-21) and He read well as all eyes were intensely
on Him (Luke 4:20).

Those being admitted as Lectors, young and old, should be trained to read well—full of spirit and
sincere piety, devoted, reverend in prayers and deeply embedded in the spirit of the Liturgy as if Jesus
was presence speaking through the person. Performing lectio divina will be useful along with daily
prayers to help their sanctification and prepare them to become better Lectors. Lector is not a job or
function. It is a vocation, a calling of ministerial service. It is one of the seven orders one would need
to acquire before Priesthood. i.e. Order, Lector, Acolyte, Ecolyte, Deacon, Sub-Deacon, Priest.

The Canon Law was further conditioned and re-organized, with a minor order, which was inserted into
the Ministry of Lector, to include male and female lay persons. Therefore, Lectors should acquire
knowledge of the Scripture, through studying and meditation, be a perfect disciple of Christ and be an
example for others. They are the bearers of God’s Word and people should see the physical presence
of Christ in them.

The Church has a well written Lectionary Book now, built up for the Liturgy of the Word, including
different volumes for different occasions. The Liturgy of the Word and The Liturgy of the Eucharist form
a single mass of worship so we can listen to and receive God’s Word, followed by the Sacrament of the
Eucharist. The Word of God would be proclaimed at the highly visible Lectern or in its absence, the
ambo. The Word of God is no less important than the Body of Christ, thus, should not perish in our
reading and from our heart.

Thank you again and please continue to extend your prayers.

Thomas Ha
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Editor’s Note:

One of our parishioners, Thomas Ha, has been under
formation of the Diaconate Program in our Calgary
Diocese. Thomas was installed into the Ministry of
Lector on November 14, 2021 at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
The Ministry of Lector is an important responsibility, as
it will be the duty of the lector to proclaim God’s word
and show God’s love by living it out in their lives. After
being instituted into the Ministry of Lector, the men in
the Permanent Diaconate program will be able to
proclaim the word of God and instruct parishioners in
the Catholic faith. Please continue to pray for Thomas,
and his spouse, May, and their family as they continue
the journey of the Permanent Diaconate.
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Legion of Mary Presidency

All officers of our Legion of Mary, the Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium, are nominated for a 3-year
term, with possibility of renewal for a second term, after which he/she will have to relinquish the
position. September 2021 marked the end of my 6-year term as Secretary of the Praesidium, and | was
happily waiting for that big day. | loved giving my service to Mother Mary, and | did enjoy my
Secretaryship all those years, especially when | got “praised” for achieving good performance. Vanity
is my weakness! However, there were times when things seemed to get routine, times when | found it
boring in preparing those weekly meeting minutes, or even times when | would feel reluctant to do
them. That is why | was anxiously looking forward to the date when | would be relieved of my
responsibility.

However, Our Lord Jesus and dear Mother Mary surely had a different plan for me. Yes, | terminated

my position as Secretary, but | was nominated as the President instead! Having worked with our

previous President, Goretti, for the past six years, | fully understood what was required of her. | had

always marvelled at how she aptly accomplished her duties, both within the Praesidium, towards our

Curia, and to our OLPH Church. It involved a lot of dedication,

initiative, desire to evangelize, selfless service to others, and

even the ability to drive. Honestly, | really do not have much

of these fine qualities in me. How will | be capable of filling
in the role of President?

In my doubt and hesitation, | was given marvellous
assurances from current and past officers, as well as
active members of our Legion of Mary, that | will be
capable of doing a good job. | even got advice from our
Curia President, telling me that there is nothing to fear
or worry about, that all | need to do is to ask for Mother
Mary’s help before | do anything. She will be there for
me without doubt. Hence, in humble obedience, |
courageously accepted my new position.

| had so far led my 6" Legion meeting as President,
and the experience had been unexpectedly
pleasant. Sure enough, our past President and
Vice-President were there for me, ushering me
along, directing and pointing out what | missed,
guiding me all the way. | am so spoiled! Our
Legion members were also very supportive, not
minding my mishaps and errors. My fear and
worry are gradually fading away, replaced by
anticipation, joy, and more confidence. My
prayers to Mother Mary have been heard. With
unfailing assistance from our group, and with
heavenly blessings, | hope to be able to offer my
services to the best of my ability.

Mary Tsang, Legion of Mary




66

B2 N ZEFS (St. Roch )

ENHIRE | &3 F R DA BB A 2 Bl > 2 HRfR AV E AR T -

FEARER B S EAE RG] - REHES B RIS G EE sk B - A E AT EH
RWEEESS - FEETRRIGHTR - ZERAEREEOL RS T EARERE R, - NI o AT
EEN GRS YNCE R

FEASAE 1925 FIARBIH T - R R PHEAET - I CRHETESVLEOR - FTLIEER B4 EAGERE I AR
IREE > HEMEE R RS - TREERE LM -

FEL2BRHRAE - SRRSO RIHEE LT - R SORE— (48 E - FrAZE
FRUR I — RS - (BfRs S HH SRt IR IR > 2050
%ﬁ 1&%{5??7% W EfirEsaEs Ak - FERITRITZEE © Rt
f € o

B TR PR SR - &OBJTIUE T - AHEIEA R R -
@Iaﬁr‘k‘ﬁ%ﬁ R e AR HEREA 22 R B A - it I DU REY
R E - RAOUER A > A E R - iR ERRECT
Fe TR > RelaEASE R AN TR Rt NBYSIE - fhass s
T REEAMT > FERSPLTRKE - REAR—E NIBRTR
VIsaERERE » /INEEYE B/ NERR E I — SE A f EERHE O 8 JL
}Fé%fi IR/ NME - B EAB TR EREEMEER > 52
A

SRR EREE CAYZRED - BN EBRER - R > Frllg
A NGO > I AR EE S - Sl B R DURs (2 M B -
RTINS Eef& EICAERA T - ZEARSTH - IR A —IH a2
JEHSEE R o Z1& - APHEM S E3BRAMGRTHIAL G+ RRED - A HE Tﬂlﬂzﬁ

ARk m—fr DA - TIRE - BERFTAN—U) > MIEEE A IMRAERIER L - MR &
TR IREER ! ) (7 102D RIS [ SEROEIER ST B S T RV ECR - ﬁﬂ%
eI ERYMT o MR] DS EEER > B TIEEAIRAE - (B T REEREAVE - Mz KFEF
b ~ AR B O AR ERE - HERE T AL —(E R - SR O R BB B RS ~ Hemy
N~ FRHRZERIN -

gﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%iﬁiﬁ A MR E RV 28 BB NS R MK (HREE R H &
e !

R IR
RE > YT BERBY) 2K > BIGHIERER Z L0k ¢ (ELAEANZS > SRUOREE - BISRE

ZE L BAFRRORE > IR R B AR R ARIMAITSS > REMAVEDK - FRee T TaEab - DLERTK
EFERMAYERE - ooidy o KREEEERS > 55 Rk -

Josephine Li, Echo Editor
51



‘The Echo

EIEHEE

SRBEE L E 6 @R AR
FESEHFEREFBRRGRITHIE
BB THES - TR LRI/ NEF ]I -

EE Y SCRUR AL T ST > (MR aC 5l
FALZR AR > G GTES LN
CHEBOR S BRI E R -
A—F R IRE R EA2 8 - 55
B ARBEBIRE - RICK - 5245
& > WEESCHRA 1T 2 H#8E — /B EE
& > /NRER RS R — TR Bt
S BTURMRE SR -

B OK AR BT RIIF#E

B T EEREEH - WomHEESHRZEE - BRAEHEES > BRE HIGEIEE - SR > FOE
AR - —FHE - TEBIRVPRE R A > £ SRR T T T ARVIRURE - BRAYSRER
VDO - MERR AR IOEEINYERL - AR R A2 B E H B -

EEERREEISFE I - WEERE 2 IEE KR - SRR R AR - A EIEEN RS - S
HOE AT SRIEIRIRGI < T BRIV ABAMRL - SR EIR B I+ Ao R FIMRTT » TERER T RE
HERTRSH > FVEREREHA AN o ZOSHES « BUENDE SR O ISEE S ECAVRIE - 2B -
W T EFLHT  (HERAOEBEWY > IR E S - PIEERCHY R -

(8 A AT BUFER R EEEFRIREI AR E - Wi EREERNESET > ABERZA LR > @i 7r sk
ng > HBCANFT RN E - MM EEESERL - S ANEREREN > FERET—ERKE - [HHF
MBS E0RA T » RFRERA _EETH - FYEEERERUE BHHE - gk > BEGRESR ~ RIE
T o PR MRESRRRRE - [ERAEREE T A EIR - BRI LHEREL -

RENRER T AGEFNVRE —HER - EEMEAEETES  WERNENE - EES  EAS
1 WEAMRHEE > NEREESH - SRR - sE2 SRR LAVRY - se S T2
RHEJERE -

AR R Teresa Tsui

m6



66

(EER

ARfiRes © T EASAYERRE. 18 (BE) SHET - EAHRE L (B34:19) o (55) ZERREEAVE - ZRK
% R LIEEE T T ) ERMONERE - GF T RFIBENRG - Bril > 248 TEE  GAA
FEMARAHIEEL ~ e > RpF L - FEARL  BEAIRZ] > S5HEE - PRG F4r - HEdisf A
FRA - REERHF I ~ R WEERF R ES - R TIRFIFTZAvsER - IR T EARTRER
HyEER  REZEEHY > HIRAFHRMI A B IR IR DAyEEe - REWII&GE AsEE - tanbd—Fk
tHES - OURPIRES RIS o (F8AT10 * 13)

—r A G EIPE AT BEARAER T o EEEEERE % - WHREARAIE -
EBFINEENT - a4 ERVERERSR S AR - A R R E AR - AR - HHE 5
— B - B ERS  AHAE - A - 2 ERERRTZEN ~ J2ERY
BT A - REMTGH I EEAR —BHER - I BE—(E4ERE - EERMEMEN - EinE
58 > K2R T — (8RS ~ —E1eE - SR T HRMAIAL - B BRI RAY IR -

HEIE © THEBELEERENEL  ERERGAHIE > R M HY IR S5
e THEREE @ SmEtT » 2408 - SHFEGRRIEY) - » # A REEIF SR 1Y%
frse > BIZ BRIy EECE AR SR Z AR EARMRE , (B8 8 ¢ 38-3) -

IR EREC R TIF ZEAL IRy » MR RVE - A RERIEERZ A4 - SEEE AN - I~ Eaks > &
FBRIET o TSN Runaway Bunny& A% © T /NRFEEES - TR R ERTEIIRESE - S5
RETREIHY » EEAEANEEM > PIAIHEE S - SSIERRE R - BRI 5 - RIREEBE T2 > /N
RABAFR T > HBIEHEMEIRE - KEBIRERTLLES - ) —ES9HATE TR > B
Akt 7o BRI RECHICERELT -

EAREZE o HEEE T OFEA - HhESECHIRBERERBEEHEE - ERTBORRIETL
fEE - FUIEMMINEE - FERRZESKIRS - FTLl > AFEL - WOTEZERF - ' -

IS BOSENERIRTIZAF - (RTIRV D EENERFEEHE ) (R30 1 15) ° - =

IRSCEE BRI - A > tAFEE - HEEER THIE T e —ER
 fEE EH > PREFEHRERERT R - MR AN e - T E (B PR EERY R EAE -
1T ERE FZ0E A - X[EIRAT - HE K < o PR CPEHLBETE R A
IEAE > B MITATA4S -

REEEAE ] > SERRMIAFEETE > BTN 58 (9 0 B3 NEEBRIA » SREHBEIES » 5
BZE—VIERE - Iifkek © " —iuEFuR Lo MHEE—HL C WMBIET » B4 TF%
TFHK ) GE12:24) °

Emily Chan




The Echo

($%%1 : 10)

HE{EERETER > R AREBEETCHEAEN®  BHEERVAGEE  RAEEYHEREN
£ > NMEAEEREEEE  EBROGHE  BEEGSE > AW OCEEFELEEREY TEH
B ) > (https://youtu.be/zPqVe_GlIFdo) Fhia—PREER FAEH S —BANEEAK » (e BB EBF Af 4 dy

ERIACEE - (T ERER > NEREERIRIREE - o8k Ay > &EEEE P4 > MESLT - MEUE
s A ANE AR dr YL |

S R ER A R AN AR - ARG P B 5t - BRI R > (EAERENE AT
Ry A a7 R - BER AL AR MISCIMEE R EHRER  JEHSRFHI AL -

WEHG [HFEREEF=E A NERRR 6 (5 H

CEEHEE R TEMEESAER ) G

EMSAME A EER > MIARER  HEREEEE RS LI —U > BrLidiER
PRI EUERR ?

CREREEE - BENEBYE  BEMREEA - 4 (2:26)
MR EE S 2 @R R LAY - Wk e mE O > B — MoK & R LR ERE A
ATEHR ST o PR FENAYITER AR B 7 A B AR e Y R RS AE -

CREB SRR TRIER ¢ T EEhey > SEREEZIEE 7 (7:13)

REFTEIILHY > 728 AR PUE L > FrbitE R 3 (6 H - B Eyoutubeld /i - WEEM ERFHBEIR
L ERERE > BEMFL > sHt—4 > BEEMRKIEE DRIV 75 - RESRA MRS EORTEERAI A
ESETEPNGS

CRANOEHEARE MO THEES - PGS - RRAEREEAVIERE - 4 (10:12-13)

St ah 2 e BIRAY > e TR a0 T ELR ABIE T aFEE, o REERAGES > WELEX
ERBELEEE  AEFH > AREETE - ZREFRESTMAREINASE T > RKRIXES
ik > gk TEAfEE ) o (HZE htps://voutu.be/GxQIEHZe) H—R—{ir Z%E & &K 7
PLEREt RS - REEOREES T afFE )  MMEHEENEES » REHREHE |

L2021 FTH2OHEHEEHE AREET - ZAAE R AR > MIEESEMTFHG > ¥
MHRXRFEZE
(ZEf8https://voutu.be/uBn3iDZ7Fn8)

FEPTERTAnna Lau
H38



Bzl BRBZAT

[B[AE1992FE~ ERIE ﬁﬁm*%ﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%wﬁwﬁﬁhﬂ (R
R ABEEEEARE - AR EEE 2L - BFEEEE REFEFLER
FAZRAIA RS - FTRHEIEEIESE -

AT AR REF R ERE % T INEE R E » G A —HEE T HEE
RS A E IR R - MO SHACREE - EEE
WE ? SEU- I/ NZ TR PRV B - R AN EEE B EAEE -
HIMIHVEER IR R M2 - RF AR o AE S FEHTf 73
Fr o BRI EEEAME SN R TE) > SETIEER B What- A B

sApp » ¥FiRiE o pE n] DRSS | - G AHEEER o B & T ERT AR A RE Rt

TEENMERATE - BT RG RGN ENEEE N - BREAERTTEN

BIRAL  FIR F R EARFS (Calgary Catholic Immigration Service) K% EHiE) (Immigration Aid)
WHESBLTE -

HEVOEOK FHUEH S A RIRBR TR EEINE RN, - ST EIERIAY AR B2 1% 1] DUBREE FRAFT -

MR L S BB > MMTHE ST PR EMTEREE - ZPEsraFRE - (K
TIREIR R IER R KT - EATE S BOHIRE M IR ik MR - B "eREL"
R T EAR G THRMIE - Fﬁéﬁﬂiﬁ“ikﬁﬁTgi_fﬁEE EFCTH—REOE > (ERRE LS -

Annie Lam, Pastoral Care Team

VB IR E]

A — R BRI S (E A PR \EH =N EEIPREESEL © T ERERIIR ARYE
LTI ERARE - RN TLAE BT AR - AERE LL@%T‘%?%?P?E%EBE%
CHILEIREZE TS - AR 15 » BIRIIAR AAVETS - (RiEEkZ ok -

BEELL ERYECL - BIRIGIEAFTRELAE 5 e L EAMAVEHE] » SIS — PR TE - o152
AMOHEERE EERYAE I - B ERY LA - ke 4 S o B - :

B ZFERRERTER - ALRAIZITIIEK - ZH0ES) > E CEEZES - EREEEAHEEAR
FINSEEETE]  BEREAMMIRTE R YA CEIGEEE TIE - e 2R GE AR N H IR IR L)
5> EESRCREGIE A LR - AR BEEM T 245 - RS R EREG - ZRRE BARAYE
RAETEIEITR - T TH RS - ERRIRIRRAVAETE 2k - B4 A  FEHERY 5 —F
Bt > SIS EEsoFRs -

%kngﬁ'E BEA THYERR - AERHY AR THEEERER » 1SR E Eﬁ?&ﬂiﬁ@%k?F%&E@]ZEiHE%%%iE¥ Bk
S [HRAFAEHTIREE - FEEAEEERIE R EAEBARACRINEITEHVER - o

%@g-”'




The Echo

= R R
BESEFICR RIS — T H o T REEIHET
PAER - B R HPEREEGTE o EVEH MRS - BUEED
FREVE AR EEHY BB - TRIEE S (B RAEE
BRI AR M RS BIEEE IR > 5 A
P Ry A IS FIEEER RE M= o [0 EER :
DU EFERvE > FRIBIRAVEERCERIA FRIE! | A5 E
M —{ R SRS -

PRI MAE — A RIS S - BRIEE 21 =
(21:9-11, 25-28, 34-36)

AR > HRERESFHENTER © T ORISR TR R R Rl - AR | WA E R RS H#A - ([HEAH
ZIEsS s » RIGEHEARMITRIR - BIZKITEIS » 51207 G A R ~ BOmRIEE - T BT GHY
BENZAE R BRI - HA BRI - i EEREWEEE - WRERSEHRMLMER
i o AAME > TREIEIREEG T RAV RS e > NS RNNECAERS - K - Mg ERATHE
BRERIRA K ESR - LR TIRER - EiE L Ehinsd Al - IRMIEETEES A > SRR > R IRFHY
ROEAT 7 | IRFIEEETE © A EERE CHY LB Z5E - SREEEAI A a &R > DL H TG e —
koSN IR - A H TZEEEME_ EFrAERS b o FrLURMIZEERE - AErTE | G EEIRMIsER
R E AR NS — V) > WREVEITAE A T-HAT © 4

&

RO oR Y SEEER SR > A e S AR S NS 7 BRI RaL - RGN IS - HIE - 8%
STONVELE - BRIEAESRA - TRAEA EEPLE ~ e ENS 7 Hol P ek P2 |

R EMEN - "F | AT HEREEfess » (EER TR - AMIRVRIET 7 | i@ M mEs
AEIUs SR e R T - AR IR AR

REAYEGESHAY - ARHMIRE - BRI OBEAVEL - RRZIELE - DUEHER ORESIVIREUR » DI
AR T2 R R AR E KR o A ARRIMEEERE - AT | R MR 2SR AR AT -

HHHTts (2B EIEK © BE5K16 ¢ BERk2S5 )

EE S B R > HAFER -

IRF/ AR SEHER 52 - B EEET > DU RE RS B IR -
EFLCENARE - IRAVAREERIRUR » (EHREAL - DAk -

EE S SRIREBEEEITHAE - IR BEAEE —RERE
AR A ARV ERS - FERAEIR  ERERIARNT > (REBEFERHVIER
ol - B EE O HHIALRE - himE R -

MERAEIREAT - A AE0  EIREE - AR -

EE S B R > BAEFER -

HrEERFE4HJohn So

m10



What we need to do at Advent and Christmas
adapted from homily of Fr. Denis Hanly, MM (1932-2014)

We are now halfway through Advent, and Christmas is close at hand. Let me share with you a homily
on the First Sunday of Advent delivered by Fr. Denis Hanly, a Maryknoll Father some time ago.

To many people, the world seems to be a dark and terrible place. There are armed conflicts, injustice,
persecutions, natural disasters, pandemics and deaths all over the place. When we think of these
things, we tend to look at the dark side of things. We worry what will happen to us and our children, and
we wonder what the future holds for us. So what can we fall back on?

Well, we have Advent. Advent is the season of hope because Jesus has promised that he will be with
us until the end of times! No matter what happens, or how dark the world may become, Jesus is always
with us. His light will shine through, leading us in our pilgrimage here on earth.

So what are we supposed to do especially at this time of Advent and soon-to-be Christmas?

Fr. Hanly told us a sad, true and loving story witnessed by Nobel Peace Prize winner Mr. Elie Wiesel,
a Jew and Holocaust survivor. During World War 2, Mr. Wiesel, then in his teens, was rounded up along
with many other Jews and sent to the Nazi concentration camp in Auschwitz. Upon arrival at the camp,
the Jews were separated into groups. The old people were put to one side and led to the gas chambers
to be killed. The young and healthy ones (Wiesel included) were spared death for the time being
because they were needed to work as labourers and other odd jobs at the camp.
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At this time, the Jewish children were put in another line inside the camp to await their turn. In the
meantime, a guard was assigned to watch the children and keep them quiet. All the children looked at
this guard with great fear, apprehensive of what would likely happen to them soon. This guard, himself
a Jewish prisoner, decided what he could do and should do. He began to teach the frightened children
little songs and melodies. For a while, the songs lasted and the children were somewhat uplifted, but
a little later they got tired. The guard, who was a mimic by profession, then began to mimic, did various
acts, told them stories and made them laugh. For a while, their laughter filled the air. But soon fear and
fatigue setin. The guard then taught them to say prayers in Jewish. The children began to pray. Shortly
after, even the prayers became silent as all were all exhausted. In the end, all the children could do was
to cry. The guard then sat down and cried with them.

Suddenly the whistle blew, and all the children were ordered to line up in the front of the gas chambers
to be taken in one by one. In the circumstances, what more could the guard do? With great sadness,
he went to the front, then hugged, kissed and blessed each of them as they stepped inside the gas
chambers.

When it was all over, the guard slowly walked back to the camp with a heavy heart. All the other guards
laughed at him because he was such a silly man to waste so much time on just a bunch of little children
that didn’t matter anything to anyone.

To end the story, Fr. Hanly reminded us that Advent is the time when we discover hope in the midst of
emptiness and desolation. It is the time when we need to think hard on the question: “What can, and
what should, | do?” Still, there is one important step to consider before we decide what to do. This
important step is that, in the midst of desolation, we must continue to love and to serve, and to serve
and to love.

There is a lesson to learn from the Jewish guard at Auschwitz. What matters is not what you do to keep
order. What matters is that you are there with the children. You take care of them as best you can, offer
your last bit of energy and love them until the end. When it is all ended, you can look up to God and
say, “Take them back, Lord. They are yours. You will not let them have any more harm.”

Fr. Hanly reminded us that Jesus has come to this world to teach us how to love, how to live, and what
it means to be a human being. At that horrible concentration camp, only one person really understood
what it means to love, what it means to be a human being, what it means to have faith, and what it
means to embrace God when God seems nowhere to be found.

Christmas is a happy event. For many people, it is full of toys and full of joy. It brings families together.

However, we must remember there are a lot of people in our midst who are suffering either physically,

' ntaIIy, emotionally or financially. Many are facing different challenges in life. Some may have lost,

parate ed from, their loved ones through sickness, accidents or other causes. For them, this

will be an empty one and a most difficult one for them. We have to reach out to all these

help them as best we can. We must put these acts of mercy as first on o .
U O celeb k e
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The Sunday Morning Struggle (An Advent/ Christmas Reflection)

“Sunday morning, what a great day to sleep in! Let me hit that snooze button....” Let’s be honest here,
how many of us are tempted to do this each and every Sunday morning when we know the next day
Monday is a workday or school day, we can’t help but think that Sunday is the END of our anticipated
weekend, and we’ll have to wait another whole 5 days before we can embrace our beloved weekend
and not have to do our work or go to school.

2021 seriously went by in a blink of an eye, with the world still battling this Pandemic and people still
living cautiously trying to keep each other safe, we can’t help but think about the times we’ve used
COVID as areason to stop going to church. Itis true though, keeping ourselves, our families, and those
around us safe is our obligation and utmost priority. However, let’s be honest with ourselves, when was
the last time you used COVID-19 as a reason to skip out on an important meeting or even attending
church/virtual church and hit the snooze button to sleep in. I'll be honest, | have.

‘I can’t go to church cause capacity is full.” “I'll just stay home, it’'s safer that way.” So many times, these
thoughts run through my mind and the battle of trying to get out of the warmth of my bed covers is
something | face on Sundays. However, it seems like St Paul knew that there will be trying times where
we as humans will face and choosing whether we go to Church and stay with our church community.
In St. Paul’s letters to the Hebrews (Hebrews 10:19-25) St Paul encourages us to give each other hope
and to not neglect meeting each other. The fact that me choosing not to go to church prevents me from
seeing my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ and most of all, Jesus himself. Sure, Jesus is
everywhere, but the fact that | try to meet the King of Kings makes every Sunday so much more special.

With the Advent season started and Christmas just around the corner, it makes it so much more
meaningful to meet with our friends and families during this special time. Though the pandemic
prevents us from meeting one another normally, we all yearn to be able to have those Christmas
gatherings with one another, sharing the joy and love of the blessed season. So why not try like St Paul
encourages us to? To give, to reflect, to attend the Sabbath and be closer to God during this time of
preparation, giving, and ultimately love—love for baby Jesus who is to come and our friends and
families that have been with us through thick and thin?

Think of it this way, you want to attend church because Someone wants you to be there and needs you
to be there. No, | am not just talking about the need to do our tasks like lecturing or being a Eucharistic
minister (those are certainly important too!), but the fact that the Lord wants and yearns for you to be
in his house, to celebrate together his love and to show our thanksgiving to our amazing Father. You
show your appreciation to your friends and coworkers by saying thank you or giving them a thoughtful
gift during Christmas, why not do the same for God by giving him your time and presence when that’s
all he asks of you?

May this Advent and Chri be a blessed time for you all! Ma
rts this season of giving. As always, please stay safe and
H when we finally win the battle with the pandemic!

Lord’s love and joy be with your
'l can’t wait to see you all back in

Peggy Yip

Echo Editor, | Coordinator




