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My Late Brother Alphonsus

When my oldest brother Alphonsus passed away on February 20, 2026, my heart melted at the
overflow of prayers from the lovely parishioners of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Your precious prayers ascended to Heaven like arrows of love for my poor deceased brother. | am
eternally grateful.

A special thanks to Father Joseph Nguyen for including at all Sunday Masses prayers for my brother
Alphonsus. It was a tsunami of mercy pushing his spirit towards the portal of Heaven.

A short bio of Alphonsus: He was the eldest of nine children. Dad hoped he would inherit our 80 acre
farm in Ireland. But at age nineteen he left the farm and went to England. My dad wept aloud,
morning and night after he left him. The last advice | heard my dad tell Alphonsus before he
immigrated was, “Take care of your soul. Look after your soul.”

Alphonsus did not gravitate towards farming, but towards music and entertainment. He played in a
folk band, acted in plays and was occupied in the entertainment business in his free time. He
worked at various jobs, got married in the Church and had four children: Marie, Gerard, Gary and
Lee. He loved country and western music and his sons could sing and entertain as well as he did.
In the meantime, | immigrated to Canada and lost track of my brother for many years, hearing only
occasional snatches of news from England about him.

The Lord blessed Alphonsus with a long life and the prayer support of earth angels like you, as his days on
earth drew to a close. | am convinced that the generous Masses and prayers offered by the lovely souls of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help parishioners gained a happy eternity for Alphonsus, the firstborn of the Owens
family.

Patrick Owens
Rosary Volunteer



A letter to all parishioners
To my dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is with a deep sense of humility, gratitude, and a fair bit of excitement that | introduce myself as
the new Chairperson of our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC). Standing before you in this capacity is
a profound honor, not least because this parish has been my spiritual home for nearly 40 years.

When | look around this sanctuary, | don'’t just see a building or a congregation; | see four decades
of shared history. | see the pews where we have celebrated baptisms, the aisles where we have
mourned loved ones, and the altar that has remained our constant anchor through the changing
seasons of our lives. This community is more than a parish to me—it is family.

We find ourselves in a season of strength. Our parish is thriving, and that is not by accident. It is the
direct result of your tireless dedication. We have always been a community defined by willing hearts
and helping hands. Whether it is organizing local outreach, maintaining our beautiful grounds, or
leading our vibrant liturgical ministries, your readiness to say "yes" to every initiative has built the
foundation we stand upon today.

As | step into this role, | am not walking alone. | am incredibly fortunate to be joined by a dedicated
executive team: Anna, our Vice Chairperson, and Abigail, our Secretary. Together, we are committed
to serving this community with transparency, energy, and a listening ear.

Our goal for the coming term is simple yet vital: to keep this parish family strong, warm, and
welcoming. In an increasingly busy world, we want our church to remain a sanctuary of peace and
a hub of genuine connection. We want to ensure that every person who walks through our doors—
from the lifelong parishioner to the first-time visitor—feels the heat of our communal fire and the
strength of our shared faith.

However, the PPC is merely a compass; the parishioners are the engine. To continue our growth
and sustain our initiatives, we need your continued support.

As we move forward, | invite you to engage with us in three ways:

e \oice your ideas: Tell us what you envision for the future of our ministries.

e Share your talents: No matter how small the task may seem, your contribution is the "living
stone" that builds our church.

e Offer your prayers: Keep our leadership team and our entire parish community in your daily
intentions.

The strength of a family lies in its unity. Over the last 40 years, | have seen what we can achieve
when we work together toward a common purpose. With Anna and Abigail by my side, and with your
continued faith and friendship, | am confident that our best chapters are still to be written.

Thank you for your trust, your kindness, and for being the heartbeat of this parish. | look forward to
working with each and every one of you.

Yours in Christ, \\
Susan Li J‘\
PPC Chairperson X 4
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Finding a Home at Our Lady of Perpetual

Four months ago, I walked into Our Lady of Perpe
hopeful expectations. I had just arrived in Calga
surroundings in Nigeria. I did not know what to ex
and kindness. Fr. Joseph welcomed me, and the me
openness. From that very first Sunday, I felt seen, a

Joining the parish choir was a natural step for
ministry. However, what I did not anticipate was
something deeper than music. As the conductor @
been both a privilege and a pleasure to work w Oristers.
commitment to rehearsals, punctuality, and service >ndable.
after week, I witness their willingness to learn, to 1
glory of God.

Leading the choir has also been a learning experier
goes beyond directing songs; it is about fostering
creating an atmosphere where worship flows sincer
choir not only musical skills but also the spiritua
Music, after all, is prayer expressed in melo
also grow in number, drawing more parishi

Beyond the choir loft, I have come to app
learned much about the Catholic Church h
diversity, its structure, and the man
and talents. The faith of the congrega
in quiet acts of service, has strengthen

y know—about
ontribute their ti
ion at Mass

Being part of this parish has given me more than
family. Though my biological family is still in Nige
in particular, feels like home. We share chte
another, and stand together in faith.

I am grateful to God for guiding me
continues to bless our parish, streng
we continue to grow together in fa

rish. I pray that He
1 our prayers. May

bogu (bro Oke)
hoir Conductor
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Dismissal: Go i1n Peace, glorifying the

Lord by your life.
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