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Editors’ Note

Summer is herel!

The scorching summer days are a season for rest, a great time to relax
and recharge, and even more an opportunity to explore and try new
things!

The next issue of Echo will be published in September after the
summer break. We welcome you to submit articles sharing your photos
and stories with us!

Editors:
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What | am truly grateful for
In memory of my father
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Last year marked two deeply meaningful
milestones in my life: the fhét/h anniversary

of my marriage to my wife, Edrienne, and
the birth of our first child, Vera. God has
showered me with many blessings
throughout my life, but my inordinate self-
reliance has prevented me from always being
willing to properly receive them.

| have always been a highly organized
loerson, attentive to schedules and structure. |
iked knowing how the day would unfold. As
my parents observed of me, everything had
to be “just so.” In many ways, | found comfort
in order, in planning, and in the sense that (I
thought) life could be managed if only |
worked hard enough to keep it all together.

This past year was filled with many moments
of joy, as well as the challenges of being a
new parent. No matter how hard | worked, |
could not always keep everything together. |
often had to choose between keeping a clean
house, keeping up with work, and being a
patient, loving and attentive husband and
father. But with God's grace, | have grown in
this area and become more at peace,
knowing that my wife and daughter are cared
for, even when everything is not in perfect
order.

Through this peace, | have been able to
reflect more deeply: where do these
blessings come from?

As Catholics, we know the answer. They come
from God the Father, our Creator. Without
Him, none of this is possible. It is not from our
lives, not the people we love, not the
experiences that shape us, and not the gifts
we hold dear. And yet, knowing this, why do
we so often forget about God? Why has He
gone missing in so much of our society? Why
do we so ogen try to do everything on our
own?

| know that temptation well. Like so many
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others,

| often try to

rely on myself. And

each time, | eventually

find myself wanting more. It is an emptiness
that only He can satisfy.

Lately, | have come to realize that what | am
truly grateful for is not only what God has
given me, butthat He has allowed me to know
Him at all. | am grateful that He has drawn me
to Himself and that, however imperfectly, |
have come to follow Him.

And that leaves me with another question:
why me?

Why do | have this clear and persistent
longing for God, when so many people |
know %ave drifted away from the Church?
When | myself once came close to doing the
same, why was | able to follow God who
atiently and gently led me back? Why did He
ead me to my wife, to five years of marriage,
and then to the gift of fatherhood through the
birth of our daughter Vera?

The only answer | can give is grace.

Itis only by God'’s grace that | can give a weak
but sincere “yes.” A simple yes, repeated
again and again despite my failures, my
distractions, and my shortcomings.

And that is what | am most grateful for: that
God did not leave me to myself and that He
gave me the grace to seek Him, to return to
Him, and to remain in His Church. The same
grace He offers to all of us.

Bradley Abel
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Months before the birthday of my late father,
| registered for an offering of a memorial
mass at my church in Coquitlam. The day
came and it fell on a weekday. Expecting a
quiet Mass with 20 to 30 parishioners or so, |
walked in the church and was astonished to
see a full house. | realized right away that it
was the monthly school Mass for the
elementary school next door. For a moment,
| hesitated to join in because of the
crowding. But | am glad | made the right
choice to stay.

Father Au’s homily started by asking the
students what the monthly dedications in the
liturgy calendar were. One of the students
answered their brother’s birthday, which gave
everyone a good laugh. When it came to the
month of May, Father deliberately asked if a
kindergarten's student could answer. And the
little kid did not disappoint.

Homily was followed by the Prayer of the
Faithful which was recited by the students.
When my dad’s name was mentioned in one
of the prayers, | felt a warm touch to my heart
for there were 250 people praying for the
repose of the soul of my father.

The communion touched and knocked on my
heart again when the student choir began to
sing “Servant Song”: What do you want of me,
Lord? Where do you want me to serve you?
Jesus, you are the way.

| brought home some precious learnings.
The dedication for each month:
*December: Immaculate Conception
*January: Holy Name of Jesus
*February: Passion of Our Lord
*March: St. Joseph
*April: The Holy Eucharist
*May: The Blessed Virgin Mary
*June: Sacred Heart of Jesus
*July: Most Precious Blood of Jesus
*August: Immaculate Heart of Mary
*September: Our Lady of Sorrows
*October: Holy Rosary
*November: Holy Souls in Purgatory

"Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” 1
Samuel 3:9

Teresa Tsui, Echo Editor
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