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WILLIAM T. MCGRATTAN

BISHOP a/ CALGARY

April 28,2020
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

When the COVID-19 pandemic began to affect our Province and Diocese in mid-March, we
put in place safety measures that were in compliance with the requirements of the Alberta
Health Services to protect parishioners, employees and clergy. These have included the
temporary suspension of the public celebration of Masses, limiting the number of people
present in the church for personal prayer while still making available the celebration of other
Sacraments with pastoral directives for the clergy to celebrate them in a safe manner. We
have also modified the working arrangements of our employees in order to ensure their safety
and well-being while providing necessary service through the parish offices and the Catholic
Pastoral Centre.

While gathering for Mass as a parish community is not possible at this time, the priests
continue to celebrate Mass privately for the intentions of the faithful and explore other
various ways to pastorally connect with them.

In the meantime, there have been inquiries from parishioners about ways to support the
parish and the ministries of the Diocese. This is a sensitive topic to address with so many
uncertainties that continue to impact each one of us in unexpected ways. Many parishioners
may already be facing financial difficulties as a family, and the first priority must be to take care
of the needs of family and loved ones. The parishes and the Diocese continue to rely on the
generosity of the faithful to carry on during this time of pandemic and the temporary
suspension of Masses. Currently, only 10% of the annual revenue comes through pre-
authorized giving while the remainder of the donations are received through the normal
weekly offering at the weekend Masses.

In the last six weeks, most parishes have reported a 50% reduction or more in weekly revenue.
With parish revenue being impacted, there was the need to act in a responsible way to
mitigate the financial stress on the parishes and to ease their burden. Thus, the Pastoral
Centre suspended the monthly parish levy and this is in effect until the end of the year 2020.
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In addition to this measure, the monthly loan and interest payments owing from the parishes
for renovation projects and the building of churches have also been suspended for the same
period of time while our Diocesan Together in Action (TIA) campaign continues.
Furthermore, all areas of operations both at the parishes and the Diocese have been reviewed
to identify potential cost savings. Government subsidy programs at the federal and provincial
levels to deal with COVID-19 have also been assessed to determine if we would qualify given
their current requirements.

In response to this emerging financial challenge, the following cost-containment strategies will
be implemented in the parishes and in the Diocese.

1. In consultation with the Presbyteral Council and the College of Consultors, there will
be a 10% reduction in the monthly salaries for the priests and the Bishop, beginning in
April 2020.

2. Allemployees in the month of April will receive their full salaries through the federal
government’s wage subsidy program in both the Pastoral Centre and the parishes.

3. Inconsultation with the Diocesan Finance Council and the College of Consultors, the
Catholic Pastoral Centre will temporarily lay-off 63% of its employees, beginning on
May 1, 2020.

4. In consultation with the pastors and their Finance Council chairs, the parishes will
retain those employees who will provide essential services while placing on temporary
lay-off the remaining employees, beginning on May 1, 2020.

5. Employees who will be temporarily laid-off and who are eligible for Employment
Insurance (EI) will receive 55% of gross earnings with a 25% “top-up” of gross earnings
from the employer. This allows these employees to receive a total of 80% of their gross
earnings and the provision of allowable benefits.

6. Parishioners continue to donate by dropping off their weekly donations to the parish
office, by automatic bank withdrawals previously set-up, and by donating online using
their credit cards. We thank you for your continued financial support!

Parishioners who wish to continue their financial support of the parish have several
options for giving. Most parishes have online donation portals. The website of the
Diocese (www.calgarydiocese.ca) also has the ability to receive your online donations
and direct your contribution to your parish and to diocesan programs. You may also
request from your parish the pre-authorized giving forms to set-up recurring monthly
donations transferred directly from your bank account. The parish and the Diocese
thank you for any contribution you are able to make recognizing that these are difficult
financial times for many people.
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7. Inthe coming months, we will focus our collective efforts on promoting revenue
generation and financial stewardship. Parishes are encouraged to first raise funds for
operations and, with their best efforts, to collect for Together in Action (TIA).

8. While loan and interest payments have been suspended, we encourage those parishes
with loans for building projects to continue collecting donations and remitting these to
the Diocese before the end of the year to target the principal of their loan, which will
assist them in their ongoing repayment strategy.

As Bishop, having been involved in these deliberations, | am acutely aware that these decision
are very difficult to bear especially for those who are directly impacted. These cost-
containment measures, however, are necessary for the Diocese and parishes in order for us to
meet our current fiscal responsibilities and to provide financial stabilization in the years ahead.
It is my hope that in times like this, we will draw confidence, wisdom and guidance from our
faith, and ask God in His wisdom to be present in our decisions so that they reflect
compassion, prudence, and justice.

| am truly humbled by the ongoing generosity of parishioners in these most difficult financial
times and the leadership and sacrifice of our clergy. On behalf of the clergy and the
employees, | extend my deepest gratitude for your support.

Most important at this time are our prayers of support for each other. We pray for the parishes
and the Diocese, for your fellow parishioners and the parish team, and we remember those
who are suffering from illness, especially those who have died and frontline workers and
essential service providers who have had to make a tremendous sacrifice affecting their
families and loved ones during the COVID-19 pandemic. We are grateful and thank you for
this witness.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Aliitdsy e TS

T Most Reverend William T. McGrattan
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Dear Parishioners,

The Covid 19 pandemic resulted in the suspension of public masses has severely impacted
the pastoral life and financial operations of the Pastoral Centre and all parishes in our
Diocese.

To address the financial shortfalls, the Diocese has to adopt strategies for cost containment
that impact staffing, programs and ministries to make ends meet in this difficult time.

Bishop McGrattan has introduced a 10% reduction in the monthly salary of the clergy,
including bishop and all priests, in April 2020. 63% of the staff at the Catholic Pastoral Centre
will be temporarily laid-off beginning May 1.

Similarly, our parish secretary would be temporary laid-off from May 1 to Dec 31, 2020. The
government EI program will pay 55% of her salary and our parish will pay 25%, bringing the
total of 80% of her gross earning.

Our parish bookkeeper, Sr. Chan, will continue her role at the parish office, 8 hour per week,
she answers phone calls Tuesday To Friday, 1pm to 3pm.

Our church website and Facebook update will be suspended. The church news will be sent to
parish groups via email OLPH.

May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen us together through Covid-19 and the financial
challenges of the Diocese is facing!
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God bless,
Fr. Jos.MDNguyen
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L etter of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Faithful for the Month of May 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with particular
intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. Itis traditional in this month
to pray the Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions of the pandemic have made
us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also from a spiritual point of view.
Pope encourages faithful to pray Rosary at home

For this reason, | want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the
Rosary at home in the month of May. This can be done either as a group or individually;
you can decide according to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities.
The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find good
models of prayers to follow.

| am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary,
and that | myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of you. I include
them with this letter so that they are available to everyone.

Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our
Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this
time of trial. | keep all of you in my prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and |
ask you, please, to pray for me. | thank you, and with great affection | send you my blessing.
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Please pray after Rosary

First Prayers

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of
God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are
distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them
deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent
the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty
of the future and the consequences for the economy and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end
and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the
families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency,
and are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and
continued health.

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity
to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find
effective solutions to overcome this virus.

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those
lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by
farsightedness and solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling
arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from
occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that
unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of
poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his
all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O
Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.

Second Prayers
O Mary,

You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross,

were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith.

“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, and we know that you will provide,so that, as at
Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration may return after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows

to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.

Amen.

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, but deliver
us always from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.
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My hand will be with him; my arm will make him strong.
Ps §9:22
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Every Day Saints Quote §BEE A EBEE

May 4 ( Monday ) :

God is not accustomed to refusing a good gift to those who ask for one. — St. Ambrose
5848 (E8—):
REAGEENLEMZERG TEYIEIA o - St. Ambrose

May 5( Tuesday ):

We must love our neighbour as being made in the image of God and as an object of God’s love. — St.
Vincent de Paul
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May 6 ( Wednesday):

In all created things discern the providence and wisdom of God, and in all things give God thanks. —
St. Teresa of Avila
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St. Teresa of Avila

My 7( Thursday ):

It is not the actual physical exertion that counts towards one’s progress, nor the nature of the task,
but by the spirit of faith with which it is undertaken. — St. Francis Xavier
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May 8( Friday) :

If we wish to make any progress in the service of God we must begin every day of our life with new
eagerness. We must keep ourselves in the presence of God as much as possible and have no other
view or end in all our actions but the divine honour. — St. Charles Borromeo
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May 9 ( Saturday):

The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for what he is sending us
every day in his goodness. — St. Gianna Beretta Molla
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