JESUS,

| TRUST IN YOU

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Daily Mass Livestreams

Ascension Catholic Parish is livestreaming daily Mass (Mon-Sat) at 9 am | https://www.ascensionparish.ca
Mary, Mother of the Redeemer is livestreaming daily Mass (Wednesday in Espafiol at 7 pm, Friday in
English at 7 pm) | Youtube Channel

Our Lady of Fatima in Calgary is livestreaming Mass in Portuguese on Wednesday at 6 pm | Facebook Live
St. Francis de Sales in High River is livestreaming Daily Mass (Monday, Thursday, Saturday at 9 am;
Tuesday at 7 pm; Wednesday at 6 pm and Friday at 9:15 am) | Youtube Channel

St. Michael's Catholic Community is livestreaming Daily Mass (Mon-Sat) at 11 am | Eacebook Live

St. Peter's in Calgary is livestreaming Daily Mass (Mon-Sat) at 8:30 am | https://st-peters.ca/live-event

St. Vincent Liem in Calgary is livestreaming Daily Mass (Mon-Sat, in Vietnamese) at 7 am | Facebook Live

Sunday Mass Livestreams

Ascension Catholic Parish is livestreaming Sunday Mass at 9 am | https://www.ascensionparish.ca
Mary, Mother of the Redeemer is livestreaming

Sunday Mass in Espafol at Noon | Youtube Channel

Sunday Mass in Italian at 1 pm | Youtube Channel

Our Lady of Fatima in Calgary is livestreaming Sunday Mass in Portuguese at Noon | Facebook Live
Our Lady of Marija Bistrica Croatian Parish Calgary is livestreaming Sunday Mass (in Croatian) at 11 am |
Facebook Live

St. Francis de Sales in High River is livestreaming Sunday Mass at 11 am | Youtube Channel

St. Michael’s Catholic Community is livestreaming Sunday Mass at 11 am | Facebook Live

St. Peter's in Calgary is livestreaming Sunday Mass at 11 am at https://st-peters.ca/live-event

St. Vincent Liem in Calgary is livestreaming Sunday Mass (in Vietnamese) at 7 am | Facebook Live
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An Easter Message from Bishop McGrattan
4/10/2020

My dear brothers and sisters,
Peace and Easter blessings be upon you.

The Lord appeared to His disciples after His resurrection and greeted them, saying, “ Peace beto
you.” Many timesin sacred scripture our blessed Lord offers his peace. So it isin our lives, the
Lord Jesus stands in our midst and says, “Peace | leave with you; my peace | giveto you. | do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.” (John 14:27, NRSV)

The challenges experienced with the COVID-19 pandemic will be far reaching: the heavy toll of
theillnessitself on those who experience its effects, the loss of human lives, the suffering borne
by families and communities, the heroic responses of those who provide essentia services, and
the dutiful acceptance of the routines put into daily practice to promote communal health and
safety for the sake of others.

Aswe prepare to celebrate Easter, one might ask if thisis the appropriate time in the midst of
this global fear to proclaim the Good News that Jesus Christ is risen. Those who first witnessed
the resurrection offer a response which istimely. The women in Matthew’ s Gospel who go to the
tomb are burdened with disappointment and grief having witnessed his sacrificial death. They are
overcome with fear and in that precise moment, they encounter Jesus who says to them, “ Do not
be afraid; go and tell my brothersto go to Galilee; there they will see me." (Mat 28:10, NRSV)
Jesus ' response to the woman resounds for us today. As we face this pandemic, we are assured
not to be afraid and we are called to proclaim Jesus as the Risen Lord in whom our faithis
placed.


https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/an-easter-message-from-bishop-mcgrattan�

At the beginning of the celebration of the Easter Vigil Mass, the light of the Paschal Candleis
processed into a darkened Church which then quickly becomes bathed in light as the candles
people hold are lit from that one flame. This year, we were not able to experience this with the
measures of self-isolation. However, we must not forget this Easter symbol of the risen Christ.
Even without this personal experience, the Paschal Candle continues to represent the light of
Christ which dispels the darkness and the resurrection of Christ which overcomes sin and death.
Our belief in the resurrection is the light of faith which can bring joy and hope in the midst of

despair.

This Easter will befor al of usan unsettling and challenging time to celebrate and witness to the
joy and hope that is so central to this feast. However, | encourage you to recognize in these times
the blessings, graces, and consolations of God which may have been hidden from view in the
usual routines of life. With eyes of faith, we see our life experiences as occasions that can draw
us closer to God. Sometimesit is clear to us how this happens, and at other moments we wonder
how God could possibly use the particular circumstance of our life for His purpose. However, we
know from the Saints that God uses these moments to reveal Himself to us.

We aways find that those who walked Faithislike abright ray of sunlight. It
closest to Christ were those who had to enables usto see God in all things as well
bear the greatest trials." St. Teresa of Avila asall thingsin God.” St. Francis de Sales

The secret of happinessisto live moment by moment and to thank God for al that He, in His
goodness, sendsto us day after day.” St. GiannaMolla

| encourage you to pray for the grace to see the Risen Christ in the current reality of your lives
and to recognize His deep love for each one of us. We will see His presence more profoundly in
our homes and our families, in our work and in our outreach to those in need.

This Easter, | invite us to rediscover the symbol and power of our faith as alight which can
dispel the darkness that we presently experience. Thisiswhat we are called as Christians to
proclam and live.

As an Easter people, let us proclaim the Resurrected Christ knowing that He has brought forth
life from death, light from darkness, and hope from despair. As Saint John Paul 11 says, “Do not
abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.”

This Easter, in these unusual times, let us find within our faith the sustenance and resolve to

proclaim, “Heisrisen.” And weregjoice saying, “Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.” May God bless
you with abundant faith, serenity and joy this Easter.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,

+ Most Reverend William T. McGrattan

Bishop of Calgary
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For nothing will be impossible for God....
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be afraid.
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April 20 :

Now all things have been filled with light, both heaven and earth and those beneath the earth; so let all
creation sing Christ’s rising, by which it is established.

- St. John of Damascus
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April 21 :

God is that, the greater than which cannot be conceived. — St. Anselm
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XEMTE » BFFREREHMIBEKAVABAL o — St. Anselm

April 22
One life is all we have and we live it as we believe in living it. But to sacrifice what you are and to live without
belief, that is a fate more terrible than dying. — St. Joan of Arc
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April 23 :
We can cure physical disease with medicine but the only cure for loneliness, despair and hopelessness is
love. — St. Teresa of Calcutta
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April 24 :

What is the mark of love for your neighbour? Not to seek what is for your own benefit, but
what is for the benefit of the one loved, both in body and in soul. — St. Basil the Great
48248:
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April 25 :
The Eucharist is the sacrament of Love; it signifies love, it produces love. The Eucharist is the

consummation of the whole spiritual life. — St. Thomas Aquinas
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Second Sunday of Easter
Blessed are those who have not seen
And yet have come to believe!”
The first reading, from the Acts of the Apostles, shows us a glimpse of the early Church as to what an ideal and blessed
Christian community is like. Emphasis is made that these early Christians devoted themselves to the teachings of the
apostles and to fellowship or brotherhood among them. In the second reading, from the First Letter of Peter, the apostle
explains to us the effect of our faith through baptism; and, using Jesus’ glorious resurrection as example, reassures and
strengthens the faith of all those who are facing trials and tribulations in their lives or are being persecuted for the sake of
their faith.
The gospel reading, taken from John’s gospel, is on one of Jesus’ appearances to his disciples following his resurrection. It
gives a vivid account how Thomas, one of the apostles, was transformed from a doubter to a firm believer. The story is a
clear statement on the object and nature of Christian faith. It affirms the apostolic nature of the Church and the important
role of the apostles and their successors (i.e. bishops) in the divine plan of salvation. The story goes as follows:
“Jesus came, stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
“But Thomas, one of the twelve who was called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples later told
him that they had seen the Lord, but he said to them, ‘Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my fingers in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.’
“Aweek later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came, stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt, but believe.” Thomas answered, ‘MY LORD AND MY GOD!’ Jesus
then said to him, ‘You believe because you can see me. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET HAVE
COME TO BELIEVE!
Thomas’ proclamation of faith: “My Lord and My God!” is a clear statement that God is the true object of our Christian faith.
St. Augustine, one of the greatest Fathers of the Church, has these comments, “It is a real person that Thomas saw and
heard, but it is the invisible and supernatural God that he believed.” On the other hand, Jesus’ answer to Thomas (“You
believe because you can see me; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe”) tells us what faith is
really about.

One of the characteristics of Christian faith is that it is “apostolic”, that is to say, based on the testimony of the apostles
and handed down until today. It affirms the apostolic nature of the Church; and we are all reminded that we must be loyal to
the ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC Church as set out in the Creed.
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Parish Information

Together in Action 2020
The 2020“Together in Action” has officially commenced. Parish’s target is $28,618 as designated
TOgGZ‘[? ey IN bythe Diocese. This year’s TIA s led by Catholic Family Fellowship.
ACTI ON We plead for your ongoing support. Together we will help thousands within our own
5{&? ok e COMMUNities and abroad through difficult times.
Let’s take action now!

2020 K of C Charity Appeal Raffle Tickets Winners

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DRAW WINNERS

The winner of the 2020 Ford Explorer XLT is MaryLou S, ticket #31671.

The winner of the 2020 Ford F150 XLT is Judy B, ticket #62483.

Charities Appeal $10,000 Early Bird Draw Winner

The winner of the $10,000 Early Bird Prize is: Fran G. of High River, ticket #57770.

The ticket was sold by Council: High River.
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Pope’s Easter UrbietOrbi message: “The contagion of hope”

Pope Francis’ 'Urbi et Orbi message on Easter Sunday challenges us to ban indifference, self-
centredness, division and forgetfulness during this time of Covid-19 — and to spread the
“contagion” of hope.

A different “contagion”

Millions of people watched and listened on various media platforms as the Pope repeated the
Easter proclamation: “Christ, my hope, is risen!”. He called this message “a different ‘contagion’,
one that is transmitted “from heart to heart”.

This Good News is like a new flame that springs up “in the night of a world already faced with
epochal challenges, and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family”,
said the Pope.

Christ’s resurrection is not a “magic formula that makes problems vanish”, he continued, “it is
the victory of love over the root of evil”. This victory “does not ‘by-pass’ suffering and death, but
passes through them, opening a path in the abyss, transforming evil into good”, he added.

Comfort for those affected by the coronavirus

The Pope’s thoughts turned immediately to those directly affected by the coronavirus. “For many,
this is an Easter of solitude, lived amid the sorrow and hardship that the pandemic is causing,
from physical suffering to economic difficulties”, he said.

“This disease has not only deprived us of human closeness, but also of the possibility of
receiving in person the consolation that flows from the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and
Reconciliation”, said Pope Francis.

“But the Lord has not left us alone”, he added. “United in our prayer, we are convinced that He
has laid His hand upon us”.

Gratitude to those providing essential services

The Pope then expressed his gratitude and affection to doctors and nurses, and “to all who work
diligently to guarantee the essential services necessary for civil society, and to the law
enforcement and military personnel who in many countries have helped ease people’s difficulties
and sufferings”.

Encouragement to work for the common good

Pope Francis acknowledged that “this is also a time of worry about an uncertain future, about
jobs that are at risk”. He encouraged political leaders “to work actively for the common good”,
providing the means “to enable everyone to lead a dignified life and, when circumstances allow,
to assist them in resuming their normal daily activities”.



Not a time for indifference

This is not a time for indifference, said the Pope, “because the whole world is suffering and needs
to be united in facing the pandemic”. He prayed that the risen Jesus may grant hope “to all the
poor, to those living on the peripheries, to refugees and the homeless”. Pope Francis also called
for the relaxation of international sanctions and for “the reduction, if not the forgiveness, of the
debt burdening the balance sheets of the poorest nations”.

Not a time for self-centredness

This is not a time for self-centredness, continued Pope Francis, because “the challenge we are
facing is shared by all”. Europe, in particular, was able “to overcome the rivalries of the past”
following the Second World War, “thanks to a concrete spirit of solidarity”. It is urgent “these
rivalries do not regain force”, the Pope continued. We all need to recognize ourselves “as part of
a single family and support one another”. Selfishly pursuing particular interests risks “damaging
the peaceful coexistence and development of future generations”, he added.

Not a time for division

This is not a time for division, said the Pope, as he appealed for “an immediate global ceasefire in
all corners of the world”. Criticizing the vast amounts of money spent on the arms trade, Pope
Francis called for a solution to the ongoing conflicts in Syria, Yemen, Iraq and Lebanon. He said
he hoped Israelis and Palestinians might resume dialogue, that the situation in eastern Ukraine
might be resolved, and that “terrorist attacks carried out against so many innocent people in
different African countries may come to an end”.

Not a time for forgetfulness

This is not a time for forgetfulness, continued Pope Francis, referring to the humanitarian crises
being faced in Asia and Africa. He prayed for refugees and migrants “living in unbearable
conditions, especially in Libya and on the border between Greece and Turkey”. The Pope prayed
also that solutions may be found in Venezuela, allowing “international assistance to a population
suffering from the grave political, socio-economic and health situation” there.

Christ dispels the darkness of suffering

“Indifference, self-centredness, division and forgetfulness are not words we want to hear at this
time”, said the Pope. These words “seem to prevail when fear and death overwhelm us”, and we
want to ban them forever, he added.

Pope Francis concluded his UrbietOrbi message with a prayer: “May Christ, who has already
defeated death and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, dispel the darkness of our
suffering humanity and lead us into the light of His glorious day. A day that knows no end”.
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Parish Annual Financial Report (January — December, 2019)

2019 vs BE
2019* 2018* 2017* 2016* 2018 NOTE

['ON Income :
SR Mass Collections 227,407 238,598 218,719 234,606 (11,191) 2
oAb daIER Other Donations 19,432 153,602 31,448 22,078 (134,170) 3
AN Other Incomes 37,109 65,621 64,680 42,198 (28,512) 4
LN Total Income 283,948 457,821 314,847 298,882  (173,873)
X Expenses :
Hr e AR Salaries and Benefits 68,757 69,744 77,815 80,138 (987) 5
K T L & Utilities 38,490 34,295 31,499 28,341 4,195
HEBEH Repair and Maintenance 28,002 65,689 43,590 14,774 (37,687) 6
T # H Insurance 21,478 20,062 18,851 34,510 1,416
WAEEH Office Expenses 17,584 19,373 (10,178) 18,965 (1,789) 7
HlE1TE(&ER  Diocesan Support 61,051 49,248 40,192 41,397 11,803 8
(S E) Church Programs 15,414 17,223 17,999 14,109 (1,809) 9
BN Church Operating Expenses 28,409 36,770 22,716 22,602 (8,361) 10
57 Total Expense 279,185 312,404 242,484 254,836 (33,219)
LEERER Surplus 4,763 145,417 72,363 44,046  (140,654)
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Note:
* All numbers are full year income and expenses.
(2) Mass Collections include Sunday, Easter and Christmas Masses collections.
(3) Other Donations are one-time, non-recurring donations received.
(4) Other Incomes are mainly receipts from church bulletin advertisement and TIA surplus.
(5) Salaries and Benefits cover standard remuneration for priests, relief priests and all paid part-time workers (clerks, cleaners, etc.).

(6) General repair and maintenance work for the Church, halls and car park.

(7) Negative in 2017 due to adjustment of outstanding items from previous periods of ($25,852.72).

(8) Diocesan Support is the levy that each parish within the Diocese has to pay to the Diocese to support its operation.

(9) Church programs include Faith Formation and Development, retreats and spiritual talks by invited priests, Sunday School, RCIA,
Youth Group, Senior Center, etc. and other special programs.

(10) Other Church regular operating expenses.
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