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Theme Sharing

Birth of St. John the Baptist
The Feast of the Birth of St. John
the Baptist, celebrated on June 24 of
each year, is a major feast (or
Solemnity) of the Church. If it falls
on a Sunday, as in today’s case,
then the Feast will displace an
Ordinary Sunday of the year in the
Church’s liturgical calendar. This is
an honour rarely accorded to a saint.
John (the Baptist) is the forerunner
of Christ; and in the person of John,
the OIld Testament reaches its
climax. Hence, we celebrate this
important feast today in place of the
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Today’s gospel reading centres on
the birth of John and on how this
God-chosen name was confirmed by
his parents. The other two readings
speak about his mission and his
ministry. John’s birth brought
immense joy to mankind. Archangel
Gabriel told Zechariah that many
would rejoice at his son’s birth, itself
a most extraordinary event and no
less a miracle. When John grew up,
he was guided by God to live in the
wilderness. He was entrusted with a
very special mission; namely, to
prepare the way of the Lord.

"the voice in the wilderness,
preparing the way of the Lord.”

Described in the gospel as a forceful
prophet, John proclaimed a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. Because of John’s holiness,
the people figured that he might be
the long awaited Messiah. However,
John  quickly dismissed their
speculation. With great humility, he
told the crowd that he was only “the
voice in the wilderness, preparing
the way of the Lord.” He said,
“Someone mightier than | is coming,
and | am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals.” Indeed, the
one to come was Jesus, the true
Messiah and God the Son made

flesh.

Truth and blunt messages often are
not welcome. No doubt, John would
feel the same, and there could have
been moments of frustration,
disappointment, and a sense of
failure during the course of his
ministry. In fact, he was arrested,
imprisoned and eventually
beheaded by Herod. Just like the
suffering servant of God in the first
reading, John might feel that he had
laboured in vain and had spent his
strength to no avail. However, it may
be comforting for him to know that
he had accomplished his mission in
the best possible way because he
had died for the sake of faith. This is
why John is now so deeply revered
by the Church.

On the frustration of the servant of
the Lord, God says, “It is too small
a thing for you to be my servant,
to raise up the tribes of Jacob,
and restores the survivors of
Israel; | will make you a light to
the nations, that my salvation
may reach to the ends of the
earth.” (Isaiah 49:6) This statement
applies aptly to Jesus, but in a way it
may also apply to John. By his
preaching and martyrdom, John is
the light not only for the lIsraelites,
but also for all Christians.

The Feast of the Birth of John the
Baptist is immensely popular in
many parts of the world, confirming
his deep-rooted influence, as
forerunner of Christ, on the life of
Christians. His teaching deepens
our faith and exhorts us to be truly
repentant of our sins so that we can

receive God’s graces and put our
trust in God and his divine
providence.

We should rejoice in this Feast, and
be thankful for all the divine graces
gifted to us through St. John the
Baptist. By his faithfulness, courage,
untiring effort to proclaim God’s
word as well as his ultimate sacrifice
to bear witness for God, John has
assumed a forerunner’s role in the
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Paschal Mystery of Christ. For this,
John is now sharing in the glory of
this Mystery for all eternity.

Diocese & Other News <=

28TH ANNUAL BISHOP'S

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Golf with us on Monday, August 27,
2018 and help support our

unsponsored dinners at Feed the
Hungry. The tournament will be held
at the Silvertip Resort, Canmore.
For more information, contact Sartre
at 403-218-5522 |
fthgolf@calgarydiocese.ca |
golf.feedthehungrycalgary.ca

2018 BISHOP'S DINNER

Join us for an evening with Bishop
William T. McGrattan. The Bishop's
Dinner has a long history of giving
back to the community, and this year
we are celebrating  Catholic
Education and five incredible
programs that support some of our
most vulnerable students.

This very special gala event will be
held Friday, October 19 at the
Telus Convention Centre. Bishop's
Reception at 5:30 pm, Dinner at
6:30 pm. Tickets are $185/person
and a table of 8 is

$1480. For more information, e-mail
bishopsdinner@calgarydiocese.ca |
www.bishopsdinner.ca

JOIN THE SUMMER 2018
LAUDATO SI' ANIMATOR'S
PROGRAM

Become Laudato Si' animators and
be champions of creation care in
your local communities/parishes.
You are invited to join online
webinars and be grounded in the
science and Catholic teachings of
Laudato Si. Everyone's talents and
involvement are needed!

To register, contact 403-218-5519 |
marilou.legeyt@calgarydiocese.ca
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ROSE PRINCE LEJAC
PILGRIMAGE IN BC

The Diocese of Prince George is
hosting its Rose Prince Lejac Annual
Pilgrimage on July 6 -8, 2018 at
Lejac, BC.

For more information, contact Fr.
Vincent James at 250-699-6593 |
www.pgdiocese.bc.ca
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Parish Activities

CATHOLIC FAMILY
FELLOWSHIP — Membership

Recruitment
Our Mission
e Strengthen ties
Catholic families
e Foster co-operation, love and
Christian Fellowship
o Retreat, bible study & group
discussions
o Assist, organize and
participate in parish activities
Registration and details:
huichiuj@gmail.com or
(403)295-9491

among
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TIA Fundraising Dinner

On June 30, 2018, Don Bosco
Alumni Association of Calgary will
host a charity dinner banquet in our
upper hall. All expenses will be paid
for by the Association.

Ticket is $30 per person. All
proceeds will be donated to this
year's OLPH TIA fund. Buy your
ticket after the Mass. God bless

YAG Year-End BBQ

YAG will be hosting a year-end BBQ
on Saturday July 7, 2018 from 3-9
pm at Sandy Beach Park. Food,
beverages, and games will be
provided so come out and join us on
a fun-filled day.

To RSVP, please contact Joyce Lam
or visit the YAG website at
http://www.olphyoungadults.weebly.
com by July 4th.

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament on July 7

The July’s Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will be led by Faith
Sharing Groups on July 7 from
10am to 11am.

Parishioners are encouraged to
attend.

OLPH Summer Mass schedule
Mass schedule in July and August
will be revised as follows:

Saturday: 5:00pm ( in Mandarin)
Sunday: 9:30 am (in English)

11:00 am (in Cantonese)
Tuesday (6:30 pm) English Mass will
be suspended

Normal Mass schedule will be
resumed from September 2.

Lower Hall Retiling
Retiling of Lower Hall will be in

progress from Jun 27 to mid- August.

Facility will be closed during that
period.

TIA2018 ©)

“For
where
your
treasure is, there your heart
will be also.”

Luke 12,34

This is the slogan for 2018
TOGETHER IN ACTION. At the
start of Lent, the 2018 TIA starts.
This year our target is $23,480. We
have always been blessed. As of
June 13, 2018, our campaign has
received a total of $77,640.00.

We plead for your ongoing support.

Place: OLPH Church

| Sat June 30 |

Legion of Mary (meeting)

Time: 9:45 a.m.

Place: K of C Room at OLPH
Church

TIA Fundraising Dinner

Time: 3:30p.m.-10:00p.m.

Place: OLPH Upper Hall

Faith Sharing Stories

Weekly Activities

| Wed, Fri June 27, 29 |
OLPH Senior Centre

Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon

Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall

| Thu June 28 |
St. Angela School Year End Mass
Time: 9:00a.m.
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Butterfly
A man found a cocoon of a butterfly.

One day a small opening appeared.
He sat and watched the butterfly for
several hours as it struggled to force
its body through that little hole. Until
it suddenly stopped making any
progress and looked like it was stuck.

So the man decided to help the
butterfly. He took a pair of scissors
and snipped off the remaining bit of
the cocoon. The butterfly then
emerged easily, although it had a
swollen body and small, shriveled
wings.

The man didn’t think anything of it
and sat there waiting for the wings to
enlarge to support the butterfly. But
that didn’t happen. The butterfly
spent the rest of its life unable to fly,
crawling around with tiny wings and
a swollen body.

Despite the kind heart of the man,
he didn’t understand that the
restricting cocoon and the struggle
needed by the butterfly to get itself
through the small opening, were
God’s way of forcing fluid from the
body of the butterfly into its wings to
prepare itself for flying once it was
out of the cocoon.

Struggles in our life develop our
strengths. Without struggles, we
never grow and never get stronger,
so it's important for us to tackle
challenges on our own, and not be
relying on help from others.
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St. John the Baptist

John the Baptist was a contemporary of
Christ who was known for evangelization
and his baptizing of Jesus Christ.

John the Baptist was born through the
intercession of God to Zachariah and
Elizabeth, who was otherwise too old to

bear children. According to scriptures,
the Angel Gabriel visited Elizabeth and
Zachariah to tell them they would have a
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this he

was rendered mute until the time his son
was born and named John, in fulfillment
of God's will.

When Elizabeth was pregnant with John, she was
visited by Mary, and John leapt in her womb. This
revealed to Elizabeth that the child Mary carried was
to be the Son of God.

John began public ministry around 30 AD, and was
known for attracting large crowds across the province
of Judaea and around the Jordan River. When Jesus
came to him to be baptized, John recognized him and
said, "It is | who need baptism from you."

Jesus told John to baptize Him anyway, which he did,
whereupon the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God
was seen like a dove. The voice of God spoke,
saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased."

John instructed his followers to turn to Christ, calling
Him the "Lamb of God" and these people were among
the first Christians.

John the Baptist's feast day is June 24, and the
anniversary of his death is August 29 and is
sometimes celebrated with a second feast.

All four Gospels recognize in John the start of the
Christian era, and each in its own way tries to
reconcile John’s precedence in time and Jesus’
acceptance of his message and of a baptism of
repentance from his hands (elements suggesting
subordination to John) with the author’s belief in
Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God. The Gospel
According to Mark presents John as the one who had
to “come first to restore all things” but who also
remained hidden and suffered death with little
acknowledgment of his true status (Mark 9).
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