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Theme Sharing    
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Where the buck stops 
In recent years, disclosures about pedophile 
priests have shocked and dismayed many 
Catholics. Old priests with long experience 
of dealing with sinners and their sins, with all 
their sordidness, were known to have broken 
down and wept. That a fellow-priest betrayed 
his sacred trust with the most innocent of all 
victims, a child, was beyond their 
comprehension. What angered people most 
of all was that his superiors knew about his 
child abuse aberration for years. How many 
victims might have been spared had those 
superiors removed him from ministry. 
This issue is clearly linked to today’s gospel 
where Christ said to his disciples: “If your 
brother does something wrong, go and have 
it out with him alone, between your two 
selves. If he listens to you, you have won 
back your brother.” Then there is a further 
process if he does not listen, and finally, “if 
he refuses to listen to the community, treat 
him like a pagan or a tax collector.” One 
wonders whether Christ had anything as 
heinous as child-abuse by a disciple in mind, 
when he gave them those practical 
instructions. 
Ironically some who preach against 
permissiveness can be guilty of its grossest 
forms. Permissiveness, with its tragic 
consequences, is symptomatic of our times. 
From bishops to bosses, politicians to 
policemen, parents to teachers, “passing the 
buck” is rampant. We want the privileges of 
power without its burdens. We shy away 
from problems, cast a blind eye, shirk the 
responsibility to speak out. And when the 
scandal leaks out we want to claim we didn’t 
know. But such ignorance is rejected in 
Ezekiel where the Lord says: “I have 
appointed you as sentry to the House of 
Israel.” And he went on to state plainly: “If 
you do not warn the wicked man to renounce 
his ways, then I will hold you responsible.” 
American President Harry Truman had a 
card on his desk in the White House 
declaring in bold capitals THE BUCK STOPS 
HERE!, “The buck stops here.” This 
message would fit in any office where people 
are “their brother’s keepers.” But nowhere 
would it fit better nowadays than on the 
kitchen mantlepiece, with its four simple 
words pointing straight at us like an accusing 
finger. For people with others in their  

care, the main task is not to be popular but 
to be of help. And we help most by accepting 
our responsibility. 
 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross Feast  
September 14 
Celebrated on September 14 each year.  
According to legend, on September 14 in the 
year 320 AD, the mother of Emperor 
Constantine, Saint Helena found the Lord's 
holy cross in Jerusalem; In 335 AD, in 
Jerusalem, in the place where Jesus was 
crucified, two cathedrals were built : The 
Cross Church, and The Resurrection Church; 
Dedication ceremony was held on 
September 13. On the next day, the Lord’s 
holy cross was exhibited in the church, for 
public veneration. These stories became the 
source of this feast.  The special prayers 
for this day’s Mass  concentrate on the 
mystery of the Cross: Christ died on the 
cross, and thus brought us eternal salvation.  
 

Diocese & Other News 
Celebrate the Season of Creation - 
Blessing of the Animals 
Animals are our companions here on Earth, 
whether they are our pets, domesticated 
livestock or wild creatures. We receive so 
much from them: comfort, labour, food, 
clothing, as well as protection and wonder. 
All creatures -great and small reveal God's 
loving presence. Join us at St. Joseph's 
Parish (640 19th Avenue NW) for the 
Blessing of Animals, September 23rd at 
10:30am. All beloved animals are welcome! 
Call Marilou at 403-218-5519. 
 

Parish Activities 
Emergency Relief Aid For Flood 
Victims In Texas And Asia 
Catholic Charities and the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul in the Archdiocese of 
Galveston/Houston will be providing direct 
long-term assistance and case management 
services to victims displaced in flood in 
Texas. In Asia, Caritas organizations are 
responding to the needs in India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh by providing food, clean drinking 
water, and shelter. Emergency relief is also 
focused on preventing the spread of 
waterborne disease by delivering health, 
hygiene and sanitation support.  
- Parishioners can donate cash or make your 
cheque payable to OLPH, and earmarked 

“Hurricane Harvey or South Asia Floods” put 
it in an envelope (with your Sunday 
collection envelope number OR name and 
address marked) and drop it into the Sunday 
Mass collection basket. The amount will be 
added to your year-end donation tax receipt 
issued by the parish.  
- by sending a cheque payable to the RC 
Diocese of Calgary, earmarked “Hurricane 
Harvey or South Asia Floods ” and sent to 
the Pastoral Centre at 120 17th Ave S.W., 
Calgary, AB T2S 2T2 
For more information and to donate visit 
www.calgarydiocese.ca and click on 
"Donate". 
May God bless you abundantly for your 
generosity and compassion! 
 

Marian Devotion Mass 
Tuesday 6:30 pm English Marian Devotion 
Mass will be resumed on September 12. 
 

Cardinal Joseph Zen (陳日君樞機) 
visit Calgary 
Emeritus Cardinal Joseph Zen (陳日君樞

機) from Hong Kong will visit Calgary on 
September 13, 2017. He will preside a Mass 
at 3:30pm at OLPH Church; after Mass at 
5:00pm, he will give a talk on "The latest 
relationship between Vatican and China". 
At 6:30pm a buffet dinner will be held at 
upper hall of OLPH Church. Ticket price is 
$15 per head.  
Everyone is welcome. 
 

Safety driving and parking in OLPH 
Summer vacation is finishing and the 
Sunday school will soon resume.  Please 
be aware the safety of yourself and other 
parishioners, drive with care within the 
prescient of the OLPH, preferably at a speed 
of 10 kph. When using the parking lots, 
please park your car within the designated 
parking space and be considerate for other 
users.  Thank you for your kind attention 
and co-operations. 
 

Breakfast Corner and Movie 
Afternoon 
Date: September 24 (Sunday) 
Place: OLPH Upper Hall  
Sponsor: Queen of China Club 
Breakfast including rice vermicelli in soup 
with assorted meatballs & fish balls, Chinese 
flavoured tea egg after 10:00am and 
11:30am mass, complimentary muffins and 
drinks after 8:30am mass.  
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Breakfast ticket is $5 each, sale at Church 
main entrance.   
Movie is free of charge. Join us in this event 
of food, socializing, and faith sharing.  
Movie Afternoon – 1:00pm to 3:30 pm.  
“Francisco - El Padre Jorge” (Pope 
Francis) – Movie language is Spanish 
(Chinese Subtitle) adapted from the 
best-selling novel "Franciscans: life and 
reform". This is a biography of the present 
Pope Francis, which created an 
unprecedented legend of the Holy See and 
embraced civilians. 
 

OLPH Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
Annual General Meeting  
(AGM) will be held on Sunday, Oct 29, 2017 
at 1:00pm at the Upper Hall. All parishioners 
are welcome to join. A light lunch will be 
served.  
The AGM is an excellent opportunity to meet 
the PPC members, find out the 2017 
activities of all the other Parish Groups, and 
the upcoming plans in 2018 for Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church.  
 

OLPH Parish Pastoral Council 
Election of Lay Councilors 
The OLPH Parish Pastoral Council is made 
up of the Pastor, Deacons and twelve lay 
members. The terms of office for 4 of these 
lay councilors will expire at the end of this 
year. Pursuant to Article 14 of the Council’s 
Constitution,  
Fr. Nguyen and the Council decided at its 
recent meeting that a general election be 
held on Sunday, October 29, 2017.  
Nominations Forms to fill these positions are 
now available at both the side entrance and 
the back of the church.   
Article 4.2 of the Council’s Constitution, 
which sets out the requirements of council 
membership (lay councilor), states as 
follows: 
“Any member of the parish who satisfies the 
following requirements is eligible for 
appointment as a lay councilor. For the 
effective discharge of the Council’s mandate, 
a parishioner wishing to serve on the Council 
must be: 

- registered with the parish as a 
parishioner; 

- over the age of 18; 
- a practicing Catholic and active 

in the parish; 
- willing to serve on the council 

at least for a full term of two 

year; 
- comfortable to work with his 

peers as a team and not be 
self-seeking; 

- willing to attend, and contribute 
to, the meetings of the Council 
and its committees; and 

- willing to attend training 
sessions, camps or programs 
intended for his or her spiritual 
or management development.” 

Parish groups may nominate their members 
to stand for election. A parishioner may 
“self-nominate”, or nominate another 
parishioner as a lay councilor to the Council. 
Keeping in mind the above requirements, 
please nominate the best people to serve on 
the Council, so that the parish can continue 
the mission of Jesus, and help each of its 
members to achieve the fullness of one’s 
Christian vocation through holiness or 
spirituality, community and ministry.  
Please note that a written Consent from the 
nominee is required. The duly completed 
Nomination/Consent Form must be 
submitted to the Parish Office under 
confidential cover by Friday, September 29. 
A copy of the Council’s Constitution and its 
Bylaws is placed on the Notice Board at the 
back of the church for general information. 
The documents are also available on the 
parish website: www.myolph.org. For further 
enquiries, please call OLPH Parish 
Secretary (403–265–7926) or Michael Chu 
(403-630-6080). 
 

RCIA Adult Catechumenate Class – 
New Class Notice 
The 2017 adult Catechumenate classes are 
now accepting new applications for 
enrollment. Any interested party, or adult 
Catholics who have not yet received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, or Christians 
from other ecclesial communities 
considering to join the Catholic Church, 
please contact :  
- The parish office 403-265-7926, or 
- Joseph Yip 403-547-0618 (in the 
evening). 
They may also pick up a ‘RCIA Adult 
Catechumenate Class Application Form’ at 
the Church entrances, complete it and return 
to the parish office.  
All parishioners are earnestly encouraged to 
play their role in evangelization and invite 
their friends. 
  

Together in Action 2017 
The theme this year is:   
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will obtain 
MERCY.” (Matthew 5:7)” 
Our parish’s target is $22,607 as designated 
by the Diocese. As of June 14, our campaign 
has received a total of $28,231.41. We plead 
for your ongoing support. Let’s give 
sacrificially, act out our faith, and join 
Together in Action 
 

 Weekly Activities 
        

      Wed  Sept 13 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
Cardinal Zen 

  Mass: 3:30pm  
  Talk: 5:00pm 
  Buffet dinner: 6:30pm  

      Fri  Sept 15 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 
  Faith Sharing Group ( Sacred Heart) 
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Doris Ho 403-271-6884 

       Sat  Sept 16 
Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
Time: 9:45 a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
  Place: K of C Room 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 5:00p.m.-7:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall     

     Sun Sept 17 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 

  Catholic Family Fellowship meeting 
  Time: 12:30p.m.-3:00p.m.  
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  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

Faith Sharing Stories 
    

Test of Faith 
This is a true story told by one of the first 
missionaries to enter Russia:  
In Russia before the Berlin Wall came down 
and freedom to worship freely was against 
the law, many Christians were forced to get 
together in secret to worship the Lord. One 
group of Christians were gathered together 
in a simple house studying the Bible when 
suddenly the door was thrown open violently 
and three Russian soldiers burst in with rifles. 
One of the soldiers bellowed out that anyone 
who wasn't a Christian could leave 
immediately but anyone who had come to 
worship God should stay.  
After a moment of silence many of the 
people filed out of the house leaving a few 
people behind. One of the soldiers closed 
the door behind them and locked it, then the 
soldiers all put down the rifles and explained 
to the remaining few that they also were 
Christians but they only wanted to worship 
with true believers. Could you pass such a 
test of your faith? 
 

Read More Know More 
          

World Day of prayer For The Care of 
Creation 
Mercy to our Common Home 
1. The earth cries out …  
Global warming continues, due in part to 
human activity: 2015 was the warmest year 
on record, and 2016 will likely be warmer still. 
This is leading to ever more severe droughts, 
floods, fires and extreme weather events.  
2. … for we have sinned  
God gave us the earth “ 
For human beings… to destroy the biological 
diversity of God’s creation; for human beings 
to degrade the integrity of the earth by 
causing changes in its climate, by stripping 
the earth of its natural forests or destroying 
its wetlands; for human beings to 
contaminate the earth’s waters, its land, its 
air, and its life – these are sins.” Further, “to 
commit a crime against the natural world is a 
sin against ourselves and a sin against 
God.” 3. An examination of conscience and 
repentance 
The first step in this process is always an 
examination of conscience, which involves 
“gratitude and gratuitousness, a recognition 

that the world is God’s loving gift, and that 
we are called quietly to imitate his generosity 
in self-sacrifice and good works… It also 
entails a loving awareness that we are not 
disconnected from the rest of creatures, but 
joined in a splendid universal communion. 
As believers, we do not look at the world 
from without but from within, conscious of 
the bonds with which the Father has linked 
us to all beings”.  
                  To Be Continued 
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