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Theme Sharing    
First Sunday of Lent 
During Lent we may reflect on our Baptism 
as a sharing in the life of Jesus. Our growing 
in the image of God has an aspect of dying 
to self and another aspect of rising to God’s 
new life of love. The seed of this movement 
or growth was planted in us when we were 
first reconciled to God in the grace and 
sacrament of our rebirth. 
Shun not the Struggle 
A reflective way of looking at life is to see it 
as a struggle between sin and grace, 
selfishness and holiness. Our time on earth 
will be successful in the measure that we put 
aside sin and try to live by the grace of God. 
Today’s Scriptures show two contrasting 
reactions to temptation. The first humans, 
Adam and Eve, are imagined as preferring 
their own inclinations to the will of God. 
Jesus, the Saviour, on the contrary resisted 
temptation, remaining faithful to what God 
the Father required of him. St Paul reflects 
on how these choices affect ourselves: 
Adam’s sin brought trouble on all, but we are 
saved and offered new life because of the 
fidelity of Christ. 
An old priest who was blind for many years 
before his death, liked to urge his penitents 
to renew their efforts with these inspirational 
lines: 
 “We are not here to play, 
 to dream, to drift. 
 We have good work to do, 
 and loads to lift. 
 Shun not the struggle. 
 Face it. ˜Tis God’s gift.” 
Temptation in one form or another is an 
unavoidable part of life. If we honestly 
examine our daily experience, we can find 
many aspects of temptation: impulses or 
tendencies counter to the right way of doing 
things. To rationalise away these temptations, 
so that they become socially acceptable and 
politically correct–is itself an insidious 
temptation. We want to dictate for ourselves 
what is right and wrong, to draw for 
ourselves the boundaries of “acceptable” 
behaviour, unencumbered by any notional 
commandments of God. This is rather like 
Adam demanding to eat of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. Our real growth 
to Christian maturity comes by 
acknowledging and accepting the vocation of 
struggling against temptation, to achieve the 
kind of behaviour and attitudes Jesus 

expects. We must submit our behaviour to 
his gospel. Christ and Adam show the two 
opposite reactions in face of temptation: 
Adam, archetype of sinful, evasive, 
self-seeking humanity, finds plausible 
reasons to yield to it, and rebels against 
God’s will. Jesus, archetype of the new 
God-seeking man, resists temptation even 
repeatedly. It can only be conquered by this 
blend of patience and loyalty, supported by 
trust that what God requires of us is what is 
best for us. 
 

Rejoice in God’s Mercy 
 

The readings today present two very 
different dialogues. In the first reading, Adam 
and Eve speak with the devil (the serpent) 
and, believing the lies he tells them, fall into 
sin. In the Gospel reading Christ rejects all of 
the devil's approaches and rebukes him. We 
need to turn away from sin and be faithful to 
the Gospel. Bringing our sins to confession 
renews our relationship with God and 
restores us to the joy of his salvation. Action: 
Begin your journey in Lent by ending any 
negotiations with the devil and opening up 
communication with God. 
 
‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
Apostolic Letter 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter 
‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
Pope Francis: To All Who Read This 
Apostolic Letter-Mercy and Peace 
Let us recall with renewed pastoral zeal 
another saying of the Apostle: “God has 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
has entrusted to us the message of 
reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:18). We were the first 
to be forgiven in view of this ministry, made 
witnesses at first hand of the universality of 
God’s forgiveness. No law or precept can 
prevent God from once more embracing the 
son who returns to him, admitting that he 
has done wrong but intending to start his life 
anew. Remaining only at the level of the law 
is equivalent to thwarting faith and divine 
mercy. The law has a propaedeutic value (cf. 
Gal 3:24) with charity as its goal (cf. 1 Tim 
1:5). Nonetheless, Christians are called to 
experience the newness of the Gospel, the 
“law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Rom 
8:2). Even in the most complex cases, where 
there is a temptation to apply a justice 

derived from rules alone, we must believe in 
the power flowing from divine grace. 
We confessors have experienced many 
conversions that took place before our very 
eyes. We feel responsible, then, for actions 
and words that can touch the heart of 
penitents and enable them to discover the 
closeness and tenderness of the Father who 
forgives. Let us not lose such occasions by 
acting in a way that can contradict the 
experience of mercy that the penitent seeks. 
Rather, let us help light up the space of 
personal conscience with God’s infinite love 
(cf. 1 Jn 3:20).       To Be Continued 
 

News &Others 
 

2017 Lenten Message of  
Pope Francis 
Theme: The Word is a gift. Other persons 
are a gift. 
1. The other person is a gift 
The parable first invites us to open the doors 
of our heart to others because each person 
is a gift, whether it be our neighbor or an 
anonymous pauper. Lent is a favorable 
season for opening the doors to all those in 
need and recognizing in them the face of 
Christ. Each of us meets people like this 
every day. Each life that we encounter is a 
gift deserving acceptance, respect and love. 
The word of God helps us to open our eyes 
to welcome and love life, especially when it 
is weak and vulnerable. But in order to do 
this, we have to take seriously what the 
Gospel tells us about the rich man.  
2. Sin blinds us 
The lowest rung of this moral degradation is 
pride. The rich man dresses like a king and 
acts like a god, forgetting that he is merely 
mortal. For those corrupted by love of riches, 
nothing exists beyond their own ego. Those 
around them do not come into their line of 
sight. The result of attachment to money is a 
sort of blindness. The rich man does not see 
the poor man who is starving, hurting, lying 
at his door.  
Looking at this character, we can understand 
why the Gospel so bluntly condemns the 
love of money: “No one can be the slave of 
two masters: he will either hate the first and 
love the second, or be attached to the first 
and despise the second. You cannot be the 
slave both of God and of money” (Mt 6:24).  
3. The Word is a gift 
The parable goes on to offer a message for 
all Christians. The rich man asks Abraham to 



OLPH March 5, 2017   

P. 3 第 3 頁 

send Lazarus to warn his brothers, who are 
still alive. But Abraham answers: “They have 
Moses and the prophets, let them listen to 
them” (v. 29). Countering the rich man’s 
objections, he adds: “If they will not listen 
either to Moses or to the prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone should 
rise from the dead” (v. 31).  
Dear friends, Lent is the favorable season 
for renewing our encounter with Christ, living 
in his word, in the sacraments and in our 
neighbor. The Lord, who overcame the 
deceptions of the Tempter during the forty 
days in the desert, shows us the path we 
must take. May the Holy Spirit lead us on a 
true journey of conversion, so that we can 
rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified 
of the sin that blinds us, and serve Christ 
present in our brothers and sisters in need. I 
encourage all the faithful to express this 
spiritual renewal also by sharing in the 
Lenten Campaigns promoted by many 
Church organizations in different parts of the 
world, and thus to favor the culture of 
encounter in our one human family. Let us 
pray for one another so that, by sharing in 
the victory of Christ, we may open our doors 
to the weak and poor. Then we will be able 
to experience and share to the full the joy of 
Easter.  
 

Parish Activities 
Together in Action 2017 
The 2017 “Together in Action” commences 
on the first Sunday of Lent (March 5). The 
theme this year is:   
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will obtain 
MERCY.” (Matthew 5:7)” 
Our parish’s target is $22,607 as designated 
by the Diocese. This year’s TIA is led by 
Pastoral Care Team. We plead for your 
generous support. Donation envelopes are 
being distributed with your 2016 donation tax 
receipts. Let’s give sacrificially, act out our 
faith, and join Together in Action. 
2016 Donation Tax Receipts 
Tax Receipts are ready for parishioners to 
pick up at the church main entrance now. 
Please contact parish office if you have any 
concern on your donation record. 
 

OLPH Way of the Cross in Lent 
English: every Friday 8:30 a.m.  
Cantonese & Mandarin:  
every Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
 

The sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Diocese of Calgary invites you to 
re-discover the meaning of the sacrament of 
Reconciliation in your life. In addition to the 
regular parish schedule, the sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available at parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Calgary all the 
Wednesdays of Lent ( March 8, 15, 22, 29, 
April 5 and 12) from 7:30 – 8:30pm. 
 

Breakfast Corner and Movie 
Afternoon  
Date: March 26 (Sunday) 
Place: OLPH Upper Hall  
Sponsor: Catholic Family Fellowship (CFF)  
Breakfast in Cantonese style with congee, 
soya sauce fried thick rice noodle and 2 
pieces of stuffed sticky rice cake will be 
served after 10:00 and 11:30 mass, 
complimentary muffins and drinks 
after 8:30 mass.  
Breakfast ticket is $5 each, sale at Church 
main entrance.   
Movie is free of charge. Join us in this event 
of food, socializing, and faith sharing.  
Movie Afternoon – 1:00 to 3:30 pm.  
“The Good Lie” is a deeply touching story 
about survival, perseverance and hope. In 
1983 orphans of the civil war in Sudan 
journeyed from their devastated homeland in 
search of refuge. Years later, got accepted 
into modern America four of these survivors 
begin their new life with challenges. The 
Chinese Movie Title is translated as “The 
Good Life”  
 
 

  Weekly Activities 
 

     Wed, Fri  March 8, 10 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

 

         Fri March 10 
  Way of the Cross in Lent 
  English: every Friday 8:30 a.m. 
  Wing Kei Greenview Mass 

Time: 10:00a.m. 
  Place: 307- 35 Ave. N.E 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 
 

       Sat March 11 
Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
Time: 9:45a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Faith Sharing Group ( N.E) 

Time: 10:30a.m.-12:00noon. 
Contact: Sr. Sze 403-230-3801 
Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
  Place: K of C Room 
  Way of the Cross in Lent 
  Cantonese & Mandarin: 4:30 p.m. 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 5:00p.m.-7:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Lower Hall  
  Faith Sharing Group ( N.W.) 
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Anna Tam 403-285-5023 
         Grace Chan 403-208-1806 
 

        Sun March 12 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 

  Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
  Time: 12:30p.m.  
  Place: OLPH K of C Room 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 

Dervish and the Money 
A dervish was praying silently. A wealthy 
merchant, observing the dervish’s devotion 
and sincerity, was deeply touched by him. 
The merchant offered the drevish a bag of 
gold. I know you will use the money for 
God’s sake. Please take it. 
Just a moment, the dervish replied. I’m not 
sure if it is lawful for me to take your money. 
Are you a wealthy man? Do you have more 
money at home? 
Oh yes. I have at least one thousand gold 
pieces at home, claimed the merchant 
proudly. 
Do you want a thousand gold pieces more? 
asked the dervish. 
Why yes, of course. Every day I work hard to 
earn more money. 
And do you wish for yet a thousand gold 
pieces more beyond that? 
Certainly. Every day I pray that I may earn 
more and more money. 
The dervish pushed the bag of gold back to 
the merchant. I am sorry, but I cannot take 
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your gold, he said. A wealthy man cannot 
take money from a beggar. 
How can you call yourself a wealthy man 
and me a beggar? the merchant spluttered. 
The dervish replied, I am a wealthy man 
because I am content with whatever God  
sends me. You are a beggar, because no 
matter how much you possess, you are 
always dissatisfied, and always begging God 
for more. 
 

Read More Know More 
Season of Lent  
During the Season of Lent, it is the custom 
of the Church to re- read and re-live the 
great events of salvation history in the 'today' 
of her liturgy. This demands that catechesis 
help the faithful to open themselves to the 
spiritual understanding of the economy of 
salvation as the Church's liturgy reveals it 
and enables us to live it. [C.C.C. # 1095] 
In accordance with the tradition of the 
Church, during the Lenten Season, we as 
believers are called to repent of our sins that 
offend God. We are called to frequently 
remember the triumph of Jesus. We are 
called to triumphantly live our faith in Christ 
as baptized children of God. We are called 
to go forward and shine by our obedience, 
our servitude, our charity towards others, 
through prayers, sacrifices, all in the love of 
God. 
By doing so, we know that in the end, our 
triumph shall also be glorious through the 
Kingdom of God that we shall inherit as 
children of the Lord. 
During the coming week, let us reflect on the 
actions of Jesus who was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness. As Jesus resisted the 
temptations in the desert, we too are called 
to resist the daily temptations that cross our 
path and seek to destroy our communion 
with God. We are called to repent of past 
sins, to be sanctified in Christ, to perform 
spiritual works through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, to resist all glory and authority that 
may separate us from the love of God Who 
greatly desires to see the fulfillment of our 
adoption as His children. Let us reflect upon 
these things during the coming week. 
May the grace of God be with you all as you 
search your hearts with great sincerity and 
allow yourselves to be transformed in Christ. 
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