
OLPH March 6, 2016   

P. 2 第 2 頁 

Theme Sharing    
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
The Prodigal Son 
Scripture readings are taken from Joshua 
5:9-12, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 and Luke 
15:1-3 &11-32. 
Although the parable in today’s gospel is 
known as “the Prodigal Son”, the focus of 
the story is really on the merciful father.  
The father has two sons, and the parable 
may also be divided into two parts. The first 
part is on the younger son, the prodigal son. 
After squandering the entire share of his 
inheritance in a foreign land, he comes to his 
senses and reflects on his degrading past. 
He decides to go home and asks for his 
father’s forgiveness. Instead of rejecting this 
wayward son of his, the father welcomes him 
back with open arms. The second part of the 
gospel then dwells on the elder son and his 
reaction to his brother’s homecoming.   
The Catechism of the Catholic Church likens 
the first part of the parable to the process of 
a Christian’s conversion and repentance 
(CCC #1439). The latter part is used to 
demonstrate the effects of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession). This Sacrament 
enables us to reconcile with God and with 
the Church. It also enables us to anticipate 
in a certain way the judgment to which we 
will face at the end of our earthly life (CCC 
#1468-1470). 
There are two key statements in today’s 
parable. One is on the resolution of the 
prodigal son to repent: “I will get up and go 
to my father; and I will say to him ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before 
you’.” The other statement is on the joy over 
a repentant sinner, in the words of the father 
to his elder son, “We should celebrate and 
rejoice, because this brother of yours was 
dead and has come to life; he was lost and 
has now been found.” These two themes are 
further illustrated in today’s first and second 
reading. 
The first reading shows the Israelites, after 
wandering in the wilderness for 40 years, at 
long last reach the Promised Land. With 
produce of the land, they celebrate the 
Passover to thank God for having purged 
their shame in Egypt and accepting them 
back to their homeland. The festive scene 
resembles the father’s celebration of the 
return of his prodigal son in today’s gospel. 
Paul reminds us in the second reading that, 
by his death and resurrection, Jesus has 

reconciled us with the Father so that we can 
come to life again. Lent is a time for the 
Church to prepare catechumen for baptism 
to receive a new life. It is also a time of 
conversion and repentance for baptized 
Catholics so to turn back to God. The 
parable of the Prodigal Son shows us the 
necessary steps in our reconciliation with 
God. When we have sinned against God, we 
need to reflect on his love for us, trust in his 
mercy, acknowledge our sinfulness and ask 
for his forgiveness. We must resolve to 
follow his commandments and never to sin 
again. As for our fallen brothers, we should 
follow the example of our Heavenly Father’s 
mercy and compassion, accept them back 
and rejoice over their conversion as shown 
in the gospel: “Let us celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been 
found.” 
“O my God, I am heartfully sorry for having 
offended you, and I detest all my sins 
because of your just punishment, but most of 
all because I have offended you my God, 
who is all good and deserving of all my love. 
I firmly resolve, with the help of your grace, 
to sin no more, and to avoid all occasions of 
sin.  Amen.” 
 

Rejoice in God’s Mercy 
God reconciled us to himself through the 
suffering of Christ. God does not hold on to 
our trespasses. As St. Paul explains to the 
Corinthians, in Christ, everything has 
become new! As disciples, we are expected 
to ‘pay it forward’, to be ambassadors for 
Christ and live as ministers of reconciliation 
by bringing reconciliation to one another. 
Action: Take one step to heal a broken or 
damaged relationship. 
 

Misericordiae Vultus 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy  
Francis, Bishop of Rome, Servant of The 
Servants of God, to all who read this letter 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace. 
It would not be out of place at this point to 
recall the relationship between justice and 
mercy. These are not two contradictory 
realities, but two dimensions of a single 
reality that unfolds progressively until it 
culminates in the fullness of love. Justice is a 
fundamental concept for civil society, which 
is meant to be governed by the rule of law. 

Justice is also understood as that which is 
rightly due to each individual. In the Bible, 
there are many references to divine justice 
and to God as “judge”. In these passages, 
justice is understood as the full observance 
of the Law and the behaviour of every good 
Israelite in conformity with God’s 
commandments. Such a vision, however, 
has not infrequently led to legalism by 
distorting the original meaning of justice and 
obscuring its profound value. To overcome 
this legalistic perspective, we need to recall 
that in Sacred Scripture, justice is conceived 
essentially as the faithful abandonment of 
oneself to God’s will. 
For his part, Jesus speaks several times of 
the importance of faith over and above the 
observance of the law. It is in this sense that 
we must understand his words when, 
reclining at table with Matthew and other tax 
collectors and sinners, he says to the 
Pharisees raising objections to him, “Go and 
learn the meaning of ‘I desire mercy not 
sacrifice’. I have come not to call the 
righteous, but sinners” (Mt 9:13). Faced with 
a vision of justice as the mere observance of 
the law that judges people simply by dividing 
them into two groups – the just and sinners – 
Jesus is bent on revealing the great gift of 
mercy that searches out sinners and offers 
them pardon and salvation. One can see 
why, on the basis of such a liberating vision 
of mercy as a source of new life, Jesus was 
rejected by the Pharisees and the other 
teachers of the law. In an attempt to remain 
faithful to the law, they merely placed 
burdens on the shoulders of others and 
undermined the Father’s mercy. The appeal 
to a faithful observance of the law must not 
prevent attention from being given to matters 
that touch upon the dignity of the person. 
                  To Be Continued. 
 
 

Diocese & Other News 
The 33rd Annual Outdoor Way of The 
Cross 
Good Friday, March 25th, 2016 is only three 
weeks away. We are still looking for people 
to help as cross carriers, readers, First 
aiders, and people to assist with crowd 
control. This event starts at 9:30am at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available from 8:30am. 
Please call Marilou LeGeyt at 403-218-5519  
for more information or visit 
www.wayofthecross.ca to register as a 
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volunteer. 
 

Chrism Mass 
The Chrism Mass will be held on Monday, 
March 21, at 7:30 pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Calgary. For more information please visit 
http://liturgy.calgarydiocese.ca or call 
403-218-5511.   
 

The Church Lives: Lumen Gentium and 
the Incarnation of the Mystical Body 
As we anticipate the most joyful season of 
the Church’s life, we consider our identity as 
Christ’s Church. Following the penitential 
path to the Cross of our Lord, we will 
consider how it is in dying with Him; we can 
also rise to live with Him. Following the 
session we will pray Evening Prayer from the 
Liturgy of the Hours.  Join speaker Dr. Peter 
Baltutis on Sunday, March 13, 2016 at 2 to 5 
pm at St. Vincent Liem Parish (2412 - 48th 
St. SE, Calgary).  
 

Parish Activities 

The sacrament of Reconciliation 
As part of the Year of Mercy, the Diocese of 
Calgary invites you to re-discover the 
meaning of the sacrament of Reconciliation 
in your life. In addition to the regular parish 
schedule, the sacrament of Reconciliation 
will be available at parishes throughout the 
Diocese of Calgary all the Wednesdays of 
Lent (March 9, 16, and 23) from  
7:30 pm– 8:30pm. 
You shall confess your sins 
at least once a year 
The Second Precept of the Church (“You 
shall confess your sins at least once a year.") 
ensures preparation for the Eucharist by the 
reception of the sacrament of reconciliation, 
which continues Baptism's work of 
conversion and forgiveness.  
You cannot receive the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist if you fail to go to Confession 
within one year. 
 

Salt and Light Magazine 
In this Year of Mercy, we are called to be 
merciful like the Father. Salt and Light 
Catholic Media Foundation is happy to share 
with you the Hope of the Gospel in their 
latest magazine. Containing reflections on 
the Church, stories of consecrated life, and 
an exclusive interview with Cardinal Zen, 
please pick up your FREE copy after Mass. 
Your donation and support will help us 
continue to bring a message of Mercy to the 

world through media. Thank you very much 
and God bless! 
Parishioners can pick up at the church 
entrances. 
 

Together in Action 2016 
The 2016 “Together in Action” The theme 
this year is: “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown Mercy.”  
Our parish’s target is $22,133, as designated 
by the Diocese. This year’s TIA is led by 
Queen of China Club. We plead for your 
generous support. Donation envelopes are 
being distributed with your 2015 donation tax 
receipts. Let’s give sacrificially, act out our 
faith, and join Together in Action. 
 

Words of Life Reflection 
I do not want the wicked to die but 
rather that they turn from their ways 
and live.（Ezekiel 33:11） 
 

Weekly Activities 
     Wed, Fri March 9,11 

OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

 

     Wed March 9 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Time: 7:30p.m. -8:30 p.m. 

 

       Friday March 11 
  Way of the Cross in Lent 
  Time: 8:30a.m 
  Wing Kei Greenview Mass 

Time: 10:00a.m. 
  Place: 307- 35 Ave. N.E 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 
 

    Saturday March 12 
Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
Time: 9:45a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Faith Sharing Group ( N.E) 
Time: 10:30a.m.-12:00noon. 
Contact: Sr. Sze 403-230-3801 
Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 

  Place: K of C Room 
  Way of the Cross in Lent 
  ( Cantonese & Mandarin) 
  Time: 4:30p.m 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 5:00p.m.-7:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
  Faith Sharing Group ( N.W.) 
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Anna Tam 403-285-5023 

    Sunday March 6 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building  
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Time: 12:30p.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Catholic Family Fellowship 
Time: 12:30p.m.-3:00p.m  
Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

Let There Be Light 
Courage, Faith, Hope, Life-and-Living, 
Love 
― “Artistic talent is a gift from God and 
whoever discovers it in himself has a certain 
obligation: to know that he cannot waste this 
talent, but must develop it.”  
― “Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 
We are the Easter people and hallelujah is 
our song.”  
― “Do not be afraid. Do not be satisfied with 
mediocrity. Put out into the deep and let 
down your nets for a catch.”  
― “I plead with you--never, ever give up on 
hope, never doubt, never tire, and never 
become discouraged. Be not afraid.”    
Pope John Paul II   
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
The Innocent Thief  
Mulla Nasrudin's donkey was stolen from its 
stable one night. The next morning, 
whenMulla found out that he had been 
robbed, he began searching for the donkey, 
asking the neighbors whether or not they 
had seen his donkey. The neighbors, who 
had heard the news, began to scold Mulla. 
One said: "Why did you leave the stable 
door open?" Another said: "Why did you not 
keep your eyes open so the thief could not 
steal it?" A third one said: "You sleep like a 



OLPH March 6, 2016   

P. 4 第 4 頁 

log. That is why you could not hear the 
stable door open and catch the thief." 
Hearing all this, Mulla became angry and 
said: "Well, as you would have it, I am guilty 
of everything you say, and the thief is 
completely innocent!"  
 

Read More Know More 
Significance of  
the Sign of the Cross 
Why do Catholics use the sign of the cross 
with holy water upon entering and exiting a 
church?  
In order to participate in the great sacrifice of 
the Mass, you need to be baptized. Using 
holy water to sign yourself is saying "I am a 
baptized Christian and I am authorized to 
participate in this sacrifice."  
When you make the sign of the cross when 
you leave, you say that the Mass never ends 
-- your whole life is participating in Christ's 
sacrifice.  
Why should Christians learn more about this 
prayer?  
I think that it's not something to be taken 
casually. The sign of the cross has 
enormous power as a sacramental; it does 
not cause the spiritual thing it signifies but 
draws on the prayer of the Church to affect 
us in our lives. The sign of the cross is the 
supreme sacramental.  
When I see professional athletes make the 
sign of the cross during games, I'm not 
critical of them. It says that everything I do, I 
do in the name of Christ -- even games can 
be played in the presence of God.  
When people make the sign of the cross 
casually, I pray that they will recognize how 
serious it is -- that they are declaring that 
they belong to Christ, they want to obey him 
and accept suffering. It's not a good-luck 
charm.  
Why is the sign of the cross significant today, 
especially in areas where laws are becoming 
less tolerant of public displays of faith?  
They can tell us that we can't have the Ten 
Commandments in a public building, but 
they can't stop us from making the sign of 
the cross publicly. We need to remember 
what Jesus said: If we are ashamed of him, 
he'll be ashamed of us.  
We should feel confident in letting people 
know that we are Christians and that we 
belong to Christ.  
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