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May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace 
all year through! 
 

           
      
    
    
 
New Year Mass Schedule   
 

December 31 Thursday (New Year’s Eve 
Thanksgiving Mass) 
9:00 a.m. -English Mass 
5:00 p.m. -Cantonese Mass 
January 1 Friday (New Year’s Mass)  
9:30 a.m. -English Mass 
11:00 a.m. -Cantonese Mass 
 

2015  
12 31    

( ‐ ): 
9 ‐  

5 ‐  

1 1    

( ) 
9 30 ‐  

11 ‐  

 

Theme Sharing    
         

Feast of the Holy Family 
Today's celebration of the above Feast is a 
timely reminder that we need to follow the 
examples of the Holy Family and to live in 
intense family love which is rooted in our 
heavenly Father. 
All the readings of today's Liturgy of the 
Word touch upon the family. In the first 
reading, Hannah's incessant prayers to God 
for a male child are answered. She gives 
birth to a son, Samuel and then offers the 
child in the Temple for the service of God. In 
the second reading, John reminds us that we 
are not just members of our own family. We 
are children of God and we belong to his big 
family as well, and this status confers 
immense dignity on us. In the gospel, we 
see how Jesus, as a human, grows up  

like one of us. From his birth until his death 
on the cross, Jesus faces challenges in life 
as we all do with obstacles, joy, hope, 
understanding as he matures in age, wisdom, 
and increases in divine and human favour. In 
the words of the Opening Prayer, let us pray 
to our heavenly Father: “Help us to live as 
the Holy Family, united in respect and love; 
and bring us to the joy and peace of your 
eternal home. Amen.” 
 

Pope’s Monthly 
Prayers Intention 
January General and Missionary 
Intention 
Universal: Interreligious Dialogue 
That sincere dialogue among men and 
women of different faiths may produce the 
fruits of peace and justice. 
Evangelization: Christian Unity 
That by means of dialogue and fraternal 
charity and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
Christians may overcome divisions. 
 

News & Others 
 

Pope Francis -49th World Day of 
Peace 
Theme: Overcome Indifference and win 
Peace 
Indifference in regard to the scourges of our 
time is one of the fundamental causes of the 
lack of peace. Today, indifference is often 
linked to various forms of individualism which 
cause isolation, ignorance, selfishness and, 
therefore, lack of interest and commitment. 
Increase of information does not mean per se 
an increase of attention to the problems, if it is 
not accompanied by solidarity-based 
openness of conscience. To this end, it is 
essential the contribution that can 
provide–besides the family–educators, 
teachers, people of culture, media 
practitioners, intellectuals and artists. 
Indifference can be won only responding 
together to this challenge. 
Peace is to be worked at: it is not something 
that one gains without efforts, without 
conversion of mind and heart, without a 
sense of creativity and positive engagement 
in discussion. Such an action must urgently 
have recourse to build a sense of 
responsibility and awareness creation about 
the serious problems and challenges 
afflicting our time, such as, fundamentalism, 

intolerance and massacres, persecutions on 
account of faith and ethnicity, disregard for 
freedom and the destruction of the rights of 
entire peoples, the exploitation of human 
beings submitted even to the different forms 
of slavery, corruption and organized crime, 
war and the plight of refugees and forcibly 
displaced persons. Such training and 
awareness creation should seek, at the same 
time, also opportunities and possibilities to 
fight these evils: the creation of a culture of 
law, education in dialogue and co-operation 
are, in this context, the fundamental forms of 
a constructive response. 
The field for daily peace-building, overcoming 
indifference, is located in different forms of 
slavery of nowadays’ world, on which was 
dedicated The Message for the 1st January 
2015: No longer slaves, but brothers and 
sisters. We should continue this commitment 
with heightened conscience and cooperation. 
Peace is possible where the rights of every 
human being are recognized and respected, 
heard and known, according to freedom and 
justice. The Message for 2016 aims to be a 
starting point for all people of good will, 
particularly those who work in the education, 
media, culture, each one acting according to 
their possibilities and according to their best 
aspirations to build together a more 
conscious and merciful, and, therefore, more 
free and fair world. 
 

2015 Year Of        
Consecrated Life 
Apostolic Letter From His Holiness, 
Pope Francis 
The Horizons of the year of  
Consecrated Life 
Finally, in a special way, I address my 
brother bishops. May this Year be an 
opportunity to accept institutes of 
consecrated life, readily and joyfully, as a 
spiritual capital which contributes to the good 
of the whole body of Christ, and not simply 
that of the individual religious families. 
“Consecrated life is a gift to the Church, it is 
born of the Church, it grows in the Church, 
and it is entirely directed to the Church”. For 
this reason, precisely as a gift to the Church, 
it is not an isolated or marginal reality, but 
deeply a part of her. It is at the heart of the 
Church, a decisive element of her mission, 
inasmuch as it expresses the deepest nature 
of the Christian vocation and the yearning of 
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the Church as the Bride for union with her 
sole Spouse. Thus, “it belongs… absolutely 
to the life and holiness” of the Church. 
In the light of this, I ask you, the Pastors of 
the particular Churches, to show special 
concern for promoting within your 
communities the different charisms, whether 
long-standing or recent. I ask you to do this 
by your support and encouragement, your 
assistance in discernment, and your tender 
and loving closeness to those situations of 
suffering and weakness in which some 
consecrated men or women may find 
themselves. Above all, do this by instructing 
the People of God in the value  
 
of consecrated life, so that its beauty and 
holiness may shine forth in the Church. 
I entrust this Year of Consecrated Life to 
Mary, the Virgin of listening and 
contemplation, the first disciple of her 
beloved Son. Let us look to her, the highly 
-beloved daughter of the Father, endowed 
with every gift of grace, as the unsurpassed 
model for all those who follow Christ in love 
of God and service to their neighbour. 
Lastly, I join all of you in gratitude for the 
gifts of grace and light with which the Lord 
graciously wills to enrich us, and I 
accompany you with my Apostolic Blessing. 
 

Misericordiae Vultus 
 

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy  
Francis, Bishop of Rome, Servant of The 
Servants of God, to all who read this letter 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace. 
In this Holy Year, we look forward to the 
experience of opening our hearts to those 
living on the outermost fringes of society: 
fringes which modern society itself creates. 
How many uncertain and painful situations 
there are in the world today! How many are 
the wounds borne by the flesh of those who 
have no voice because their cry is muffled 
and drowned out by the indifference of the 
rich! During this Jubilee, the Church will be 
called even more to heal these wounds, to 
assuage them with the oil of consolation, to 
bind them with mercy and cure them with 
solidarity and vigilant care. Let us not fall into 
humiliating indifference or a monotonous 
routine that prevents us from discovering 
what is new! Let us ward off destructive 
cynicism! Let us open our eyes and see the 
misery of the world, the wounds of our 
brothers and sisters who are denied their 

dignity, and let us recognize that we are 
compelled to heed their cry for help!  
May we reach out to them and support them 
so they can feel the warmth of our presence, 
our friendship, and our fraternity! May their 
cry become our own, and together may we 
break down the  
barriers of indifference that too often reign 
supreme and mask our hypocrisy and 
egoism!     To Be Continued. 
 

Parish Activities 
A Heartfelt Thank You From Our 
Pastor Fr. Joseph Nguyen 
I would like to sincerely thank Fr. John Mak, 
Fr. Bill Trienekens, Deacon John Wu, 
Deacon Edward Lam, Sisters, Parish 
Pastoral Council, Parish Lay Groups and all 
parishioners for their continued support to 
our parish throughout the year. 
According to the Year of Consecrated 
Life, your generosity and sharing with others 
of God’s gifts, is a perfect example of our 
response to the call of Jesus: “You are my 
witnesses.” Love is the soul of mission and 
we are first and foremost invited to be 
credible witnesses by the way we live as 
Disciples of Christ. Keep up your good work! 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit and wishing you a joyful and 
peaceful New Year! 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass Cancelled 
Tuesday Evening Marian Devotion Mass will 
be cancelled on December 29. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
on January 2 
The January’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by Pastoral Care Team 
on January 2 from 10am to 11am. 
Fr. Nguyen will listen to Confession. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

Movie Night – “Faustina”  
Date: January 2 (Saturday)  
Time: 6 pm Potluck, 6:30 pm Movie 
Place: OLPH Upper Hall  
Faustina (Polish: Faustyna) was a Polish 
nun. When serving in the convent “Sisters of 
Our Lady of Mercy”  in Warsaw, she 
reported having visions of Jesus and 
conversations with him, which she wrote 
about in her diary. Thus devotion to the 
Divine Mercy was due to the apparitions of 
Jesus received by Faustina. Faustina was 
canonized as a saint by Pope John Paul II in 

2000. 
 

Weekly Activities 
    Thursday December 31 

  New Year’s Eve Thanksgiving Mass 
  9:00 a.m. English Mass 
  5:00 p.m. Chinese Mass 

      Friday January 1 
  New Year’s Mass 
  9:30 a.m. English Mass 
  11:00 a.m. Chinese Mass 

     Saturday January 2 
  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
  Time: 10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. 

Place: OLPH Church 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

Time: 11:00a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 

  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 

  Place: K of C Room 
  Movie Night – “Faustina” 
  Time: 6:00 p.m. potluck 
       6:30 p.m. movie 
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

    Sunday January 3 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 
Queen of China Meeting 
Time:12:30p.m.-2:30p.m  
Place: Board room 

  K of C Matteo Ricci 10119 meeting 
Time:12:30p.m.-2:30p.m  
Place: OLPH Church K of C room 
Catholic Family Fellowship Meeting 
Time:11:00a.m.-2:00p.m  
Place: Upper Hall 
 

  Stories Faith Sharing 

 They Won't Let Me In  
It was a beautiful Sunday morning. People 
were filling the church to its full capacity! As 
they entered, each was given a bulletin filled 
with announcements, topic of today's 
sermon,  
what songs they would sing and who to pray 
for. At the end of the line stood an older man. 
His clothes were filthy and you could tell that 
he had not bathed in days. His face was 
covered with whiskers, for he had not 
shaved for a very long time. When he 
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reached the usher, he removed his tattered 
old brown hat in respect. His hair was long, 
dirty, and a tangled mess. He had no shoes 
on his feet, and wore only soiled black socks 
to cover the sores upon his feet. The Usher 
looked at him turning up his nose at the old 
man and said, "Uh, I'm sorry sir, but I'm 
afraid we can't let you in. You will distract the 
congregation and we don't allow anyone to 
disrupt our service. I'm afraid you'll have to 
leave." The old man looked down at himself 
and with a puzzled look on his face, he 
placed his old brown hat back upon his head 
and turned to leave. He was sad as he loved 
to hear the choir sing praises to the Lord. He 
loved to watch the little children get up in 
front of the church to sing their little songs. 
He carried in his pocket a small worn out 
Bible and loved to see if the minister 
preached a passage from the Bible that he 
had underlined. But he was respectful, and 
didn't want to cause any commotion, so he 
hung down his head and walked back down 
the steps of the big brick church. He sat 
down on the brick wall near the edge of the 
church yard and strained to listen through 
closed doors and windows to the singing 
going on in the church. Oh how he wished 
he could be inside with all the others. A few 
minutes had passed by when all of a sudden 
a younger man came up behind him and sat 
down near him. He asked the old man what 
he was doing? He answered, "I was going to 
go to church today, but they thought I was 
too filthy, my clothes too old and worn, and 
they were afraid I would disrupt their service. 
Sorry, I didn't introduce myself. My name is 
George." The two men shook hands, and 
George couldn't help but notice that this man 
had long hair like his. He wore a piece of 
cloth draped over his body tied with a royal 
purple sash. He had sandals on his feet, 
now covered with dust and dirt. The stranger 
touched George's shoulder, and said: 
"George, don't feel bad because they won't 
let you in. My  
name is Jesus, and I've been trying to get 
into this same church for years -- they won't 
let me in either."  
 

Read More Know More 
 

 Prayer must be courageous 
 “When we speak of courage we always 
think of apostolic courage – going out to 
preach the Gospel, these sort of things…But 
there’s also (the kind of) courage 

(demonstrated) before the Lord. That sense 
of paralysis before the Lord: going 
courageous before the Lord to request 
things. It makes you laugh a bit; this is funny 
because Abraham speaks with the Lord in a 
special way, with this courage, and one 
doesn’t know: is this a man who prays or is 
this a‘phoenician deal’ because he’s 
bartering the price, down, down…And he’s 
tenacious: from fifty he’s succeeded in 
lowering the price down to ten. He knew that 
it wasn’t possible. Only that it was right…. 
But with that courage, with that tenacity, he 
went ahead.” 
In fact, he observed, Jesus himself praised 
the woman who tenaciously begged for the 
healing of her daughter. Tenacity, said the 
Pope, even though it’s tiring, is really 
“tiresome.” But this, he added, “is the 
attitude of prayer.” Saint Teresa, he recalled, 
“speaks of prayer as negotiating with the 
Lord” and this “is possible only when there’s 
familiarity with the Lord.” It is tiring, it’s true, 
he repeated, but “this is prayer, this is 
receiving a grace from God.” The Pope 
stressed here the same sort of reasoning 
that Abraham uses in his prayer: “take up 
the arguments, the motivations of Jesus’ 
own heart.” 
I will stop here: praying is negotiating with 
the Lord, even becoming inappropriate with 
the Lord. Praying is praising the Lord in the 
beautiful things he shares and telling him 
that he bestow these beautiful things on us. 
And (appealing to him) who is so merciful, so 
good, to help us!” 
Pope Francis then urged everyone to spend 
no more than five minutes each day to read 
Psalm 102. 
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