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       Merry Christmas 
  And Happy New Year 
         
          

   God Is Always With Us 
       
Nativity of the Lord 
What we have to do is to give up everything 
that does not lead to God.  
(Tit. 2:12) 
For our salvation God gave us everything He 
had – He gave us His only Son, Jesus.  
How do we say ‘Thank you’ for a gift like that? 
Recognizing the magnitude of God’s gift, this 
Christmas should change the orientation of 
our lives. Christmas calls us to make 
stewardship a way of life. 
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New Year Mass Schedule 
Dec 31 Wednesday (New Year’s Eve 
Thanksgiving Mass) 
9:00 a.m. English Mass 
Pastoral Care Team offering Thanksgiving 
Mass 
5:00p.m. Chinese Mass 
Jan 1 Thursday ( New Year’s Mass) 
9:30 a.m. English Mass 
11:00 a.m. Chinese Mass 
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Theme Sharing 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Today's celebration of the above Feast is a 
timely reminder that we need to follow the 
examples of the Holy Family and to live in 
intense family love which is rooted in our 
heavenly Father. 
All the readings of today's Liturgy of the 
Word touch upon the family. In the first 
reading, Hannah's incessant prayers to God 
for a male child are answered. She gives 
birth to a son, Samuel and then offers the 
child in the Temple for the service of God. In 
the second reading, John reminds us that we 
are not just members of our own family. We 
are children of God and we belong to his big 
family as well, and this status confers 
immense dignity on us. In the gospel, we 
see how Jesus, as a human, grows up  
like one of us. From his birth until his death 
on the cross, Jesus faces challenges in life 
as we all do with obstacles, joy, hope, 
understanding as he matures in age, wisdom, 
and increases in divine and human favour. In 
the words of the Opening Prayer, let us pray 
to our heavenly Father: “Help us to live as 
the Holy Family, united in respect and love; 
and bring us to the joy and peace of your 
eternal home. Amen.” 
 

Pope’s Monthly 
Prayers Intention 
January General and Missionary 
Intention 
Universal: Peace 
That those from diverse religious traditions 
and all people of good will may work 
together for peace. 
Evangelization: Consecrated life 
That in this year dedicated to consecrated 
life, religious men and women may 
rediscover the joy of following Christ and 
strive to serve the poor with zeal. 
 

2015 Year Of    
Consecrated Life 
The Virgin Mary, model of 
consecration and discipleship 
Mary is the one who, from the moment of her 
Immaculate Conception, most perfectly 
reflects the divine beauty. "All beautiful" is 
the title with which the Church invokes her. 
"The relationship with Mary most holy, which 
for every believer stems from his or her 
union with Christ, is even more pronounced 

in the life of consecrated persons ... Mary's 
presence is of fundamental importance both 
for the spiritual life of each consecrated 
person and for the solidity, unity and 
progress of the whole community". Mary in 
fact is the sublime example of perfect 
consecration, since she belongs completely 
to God and is totally devoted to him. Chosen 
by the Lord, who wished to accomplish in 
her the mystery of the Incarnation, she 
reminds consecrated persons of the primacy 
of God's initiative. At the same time, having 
given her assent to the divine Word, made 
flesh in her, Mary is the model of the 
acceptance of grace by human creatures. 
Having lived with Jesus and Joseph in the 
hidden years of Nazareth, and present at her 
Son's side at crucial moments of his public 
life, the Blessed Virgin teaches unconditional 
discipleship and diligent service. In Mary, 
"the temple of the Holy Spirit,"all the 
splendour of the new creation shines forth. 
Consecrated life looks to her as the sublime 
model of consecration to the Father, union 
with the Son and openness to the Spirit, in 
the knowledge that acceptance of the 
"virginal and humble life" of Christ also 
means imitation of Mary's way of life .In the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, consecrated persons 
also find a Mother who is altogether unique. 
Indeed, if the new motherhood conferred on 
Mary at Calvary is a gift for all Christians, it 
has a specific value for those who have 
completely consecrated their lives to Christ. 
"Behold your mother!" (Jn 19:27): Jesus' 
words to the disciple "whom he loved" (Jn 
19:26) are particularly significant for the lives 
of consecrated persons. They, like John, are 
called to take the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
themselves (cf. Jn 19:27), loving her and 
imitating her in the radical manner which 
befits their vocation, and experiencing in 
return her special motherly love. The 
Blessed Virgin shares with them the love 
which enables them to offer their lives every 
day for Christ and to cooperate with him in 
the salvation of the world. Hence a filial 
relationship to Mary is the royal road to 
fidelity to one's vocation and a most effective 
help for advancing in that vocation and living 
it fully. 
 

Diocese & Other News 
 

101st World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees Mass 
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Couples for Christ, the Diocese, and the 
Calgary Catholic Immigration Society will 
host Mass to celebrate 101st World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees, as per the Papal 
Office, with Bishop Frederick  
Henry presiding, on January 19 at 7.00pm. 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Calgary. The Mass 
will be an experience of the true diversity of 
our Christian brethren in the Roman Diocese 
and the Catholic Church, with many 
communities participating.   
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
2015 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will 
take place between January 18 to 25.  The 
Catholic prayers for Christian Unity (with 
other Christian traditions participating) will 
take place on Thursday January 22nd, 
7:00pm with Bishop Henry leading the 
service at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Calgary. 
 

Parish Activities 
A Heartfelt Thank You From Our 
Pastor Fr. Joseph Nguyen 
I would like to sincerely thank Fr. John Mak, 
Fr.Bill Trienekens, Deacon John Wu, Deacon 
Edward Lam, Sisters, Parish Pastoral 
Council, Parish Lay Groups and all 
parishioners for their continued support to 
our parish throughout the year. 
According to the Year of Consecrated 
Life, your generosity and sharing with others 
of God’s gifts, is a perfect example of our 
response to the call of Jesus: “You are my 
witnesses.” Love is the soul of mission and 
we are first and foremost invited to be 
credible witnesses by the way we live as 
Disciples of Christ. Keep up your good work! 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit and wishing you a joyful and 
peaceful New Year! 
 

Tuesday Evening Mass Cancelled 
Tuesday Evening Marian Devotion Mass will 
be cancelled on December 30. 
 

January’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
The January’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by the Pastoral Care 
Team on January 3. Pastoral care Team 
would like to invite all parishioners join with 
them to thank God and pray to Him that we 
follow His will in the coming year. Father 
Nguyen will be available for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.   
 

Movie Night: “Letters to God” 
This is inspired by a true story. 8-year-old 
Tyler faces his daily battle against cancer. 
Surrounded by a loving family, and he prays 
to God by sending daily letters addressed to 
God in Paradise. Postman Brady is confused 
and conflicted over what to do with these 
letters. Yet his own beleaguered life is since 
redirected to good purpose. Can Tyler 
overcome the obstacles in his life? 
Date: Jan 3, 2015 (Saturday) 
Time: 6:00pm Potluck and  
     6:30pm start of movie 
Place: Upper Hall of OLPH 
 

Together in Action 2014 
“……Faith Working Through Love.” 
(Galatians 5:6) 
Donation envelopes can be picked up from 
both the front and the side entrances.  
 

Weekly Activities 
    Wednesday December 31 

  New Year’s Eve Thanksgiving Mass 
  9:00 a.m. English Mass 
  Pastoral Care Team Thanksgiving 
  Mass 
  5:00 p.m. Chinese Mass 

      Thursday January 1 
  New Year’s Mass 
  9:30 a.m. English Mass 
  11:00 a.m. Chinese Mass 

     Saturday January 3 
  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
  Time: 10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. 

Place: OLPH Church 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

( Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 Praesidium ) 
Time: 11:00a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 

  Movie Night – “Letters to God” 
  Time: 6:00 p.m. potluck 
       6:30 p.m. movie 
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 

Young Adults choir practice 
Time: 6:00 p.m.  

  Place: OLPH Lower Hall 
    Sunday January 4 

Parenting Workshop for Parents and  
Young Adults: Love’s gift 
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 6:00p.m. 
Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
R. C.I.A  

  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 

  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 
     K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Youth Choir-choir practice 
Time: 11:00a.m.-12:30p.m  
Place: Office Building 
Queen of China Meeting 
Time:12:30p.m.-2:00p.m  
Place: Board room 

  K of C Matteo Ricci 10119 meeting 
Time:12:30p.m.-2:30p.m  
Place: OLPH Church K of C room 
Family Fellowship Meeting 
Time:12:30p.m.-3:30p.m  
Place: Lower Hall 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
The Best Gift . . . . . . . . . . .  
On Christmas Eve, a young boy with light in 
his eyes 
Looked deep into Santa’s, to Santa’s 
surprise 
And said as he sat on Santa’s broad knee, 
"I want your secret. Tell it to me." 
He leaned up and whispered in Santa’s good 
ear 
"How do you do it, year after year?" 
"I want to know how, as you travel about, 
Giving gifts here and there, you never run 
out. 
How is it, dear Santa, that in your pack of 
toys 
You have plenty for all of the world’s girls 
and boys? 
Stays so full, never empties, as you make 
your way 
From rooftop to rooftop, to homes large and 
small, 
From nation to nation, reaching them all?" 
And Santa smiled kindly and said to the boy, 
"Don’t ask me hard questions. Don’t you 
want a toy?" 
But the child shook his head, and Santa 
could see 
That he needed the answer. "Now listen to 
me," 
He told that small boy with the light in his 
eyes, 
"My secret will make you sadder and wise. 
"The truth is that my sack is magic inside 
It holds millions of toys for my Christmas Eve 
ride. 
But although I do visit each girl and each boy 
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I don’t always leave them a gaily wrapped 
toy. 
Some homes are hungry, some homes are 
sad, 
Some homes are desperate, some homes 
are bad. 
Some homes are broken, and the children 
there grieve. 
Those homes I visit, but what should I 
leave? 
"My sleigh is filled with the happiest stuff, 
But for homes where despair lives toys 
aren’t enough. 
So I tiptoe in, kiss each girl and boy, 
And I pray with them that they’ll be given the 
joy 
Of the spirit of Christmas, the spirit that lives 
In the heart of the dear child who gets not, 
but gives. 
"If only God hears me and answers my 
prayer, 
When I visit next year, what I will find there 
Are homes filled with peace, and with giving, 
and love 
And boys and girls gifted with light from 
above. 
It’s a very hard task, my smart little brother, 
To give toys to some, and to give prayers to 
others. 
But the prayers are the best gifts, the best 
gifts indeed, 
For God has a way of meeting each person’s 
need. 
"That’s part of the answer. The rest, my dear 
youth, 
Is that my sack is magic. And that is the 
truth. 
In my sack I carry on Christmas Eve day 
More love than a Santa could ever give 
away. 
The sack never empties of love, or of joys 
`Cause inside it are prayers, and hope. Not 
just toys. 
The more that I give, the fuller it seems, 
Because giving is my way of fulfilling 
dreams. 
"And do you know something? You’ve got a 
sack, too. 
It’s as magic as mine, and it’s inside of you. 
It never gets empty, it’s full from the start. 
It’s the center of light, and love. It’s your 
heart. 
And if on this Christmas you want to help 
me, 
Don’t be so concerned with the gifts `neath 
your tree. 
Open that sack called your heart, and share 

Your joy, your friendship, your wealth, your 
care." 
The light in the small boy’s eyes was 
glowing. 
"Thanks for your secret. I’ve got to be 
going." 
"Wait, little boy," said Santa, "don’t go. 
Will you share? Will you help? Will you use 
what you know?" 
And just for a moment the small boy stood 
still, 
Touched his heart with his small hand and 
whispered, "I will." 
 

Read More Know More 
The Origin And Change In The 
Relationship Between God And 
Humans. How God Prepared the 
Way for a Savior 
The Reconciliation Between  
God And Humans 
Jesus Christ is the Savior foretold by the 
Prophets. He is the One every person needs, 
and is the awaited Messiah. Jesus is eternal 
God and the Son of God the Father. 
Jesus came to the earth and lived a human 
life, teaching us how to live under all 
circumstances, expressing filial love to the 
heavenly Father, renewing humans in the 
way to live as children of God, and giving us 
the direction on the road to our heavenly 
home. 
God's plan for human salvation is perfectly 
accomplished in Jesus Christ. Those who 
believe in Jesus, whether they lived in the 
past, present, or future will be saved. 
How was Jesus born? 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea. His 
mother was a virgin named Mary who, 
through the power of God, was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, and gave birth to Jesus. (Lk. 
1,26-38; Mt. 1,18-23) Joseph was the 
husband of Mary and Jesus' stepfather. 
(Lk.4,22) 
What is the meaning of the name  
Jesus Christ? 
The name Jesus in Hebrew means "God 
saves" or "Savior Lord." The word Christ is a 
Greek word meaning "The Anointed One." 
The Hebrew word for Christ is Messiah 
expressing the idea that the person holds 
the highest position. (Mt. 3, 16-17; Lk.4, 18; 
Hb. 1, 8-9) 
What was the purpose of Jesus' birth  
on earth? 

Jesus came in order to help people obtain a 
new life and become children of God. 
When is the birth of Jesus celebrated? 
December 25th, Christmas Day, is the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus. 
Where did Jesus grow up? 
Jesus as a youngster lived in Egypt and later 
returned to Judea where he grew up in 
Nazareth of Galilee. So He was called Jesus 
of Nazareth. (Mt. 2, 13-15; 22-23) 
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