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Theme Sharing 
Feast of Saints Peter & Paul 
It is the Church’s traditional belief that St. 
Peter and St. Paul both suffered martyrdom 
in A.D. 66, during the severe persecution of 
the Church under the reign of Roman 
Emperor Nero. So the Church has decided 
to celebrate the feast of these two great 
apostles together on the same day. Today let 
us commemorate them by recounting from 
the scriptures the only three occasions they 
met each other. No doubt, these meetings 
would not just be socializing events. In fact, 
each of these encounters reveals significant 
aspects on the working of the Church. 
After his conversion, Paul did not pay an 
immediate visit to the Church in Jerusalem. 
Instead, he went to Arabia and then to 
Damascus. Three years went by before he 
went up to Jerusalem and met Peter for the 
first time. This would be an historical meeting, 
as the figurehead of the mainstream Church 
in Jerusalem was going to meet someone 
who had been converted from a notorious 
persecutor of the Church to a zealous 
evangelist elsewhere in the region. So far 
Paul had no direct communication with 
Jesus’ apostles under Peter’s leadership in 
Jerusalem. In his letter to the Galatians, Paul 
neither explained why he made such a visit 
to Jerusalem nor disclosed what had been 
discussed between them; but he did admit 
that he had “conferred” with Peter. On this 
occasion, Paul stayed with Peter for 15 days. 
Such visit surely was needed to foster 
understanding and communion between 
different people in the same Church serving 
the same God. 
The second encounter between Peter and 
Paul is recorded both in the Acts of the 
Apostles and the Pauline letters.  The 
event is commonly referred to as the 
“Council of Jerusalem”. Some 14 years 
probably had lapsed, and Paul had 
completed his first missionary journey (to 
Cyprus, Pamphylia, Pisidia and Iconium) and 
converted a lot of Gentiles. At this time, 
dispute arose between converted Jews from 
Jerusalem and Gentile Christians. Jewish 
Christians insisted that converted Gentiles 
must follow the Law of Moses including 
circumcision. This led to great discussion 
and debate among the faith community. Paul 
and Barnabas were therefore sent to 
Jerusalem to get a clear ruling from the 
apostles. There they met Peter, the other 

apostles and presbyters, and they discussed 
these contentious issues. With guidance 
from the Holy Spirit, the Council of 
Jerusalem decided that the Gentiles had 
heard the Good News and believed in Christ. 
The Gentile Christians were thus purified by 
faith so that they should not be burdened 
with the old law especially on circumcision. 
So this second meeting of the two apostles 
shows that the Church is a community willing 
to listen, enter dialogue with each other and 
is ready to invoke the Holy Spirit in search of 
truth. 
The third encounter between the two 
apostles is reported in Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians. When Peter (also known by the 
name of Kephas) first came to the radically 
mixed community of Jewish and Gentile 
Christians in Antioch, he ate with non-Jews. 
Apparently under pressure from radical Jews, 
Peter broke table fellowship with Gentile 
Christians. Paul considered this patently 
wrong and was openly critical of Peter. Since 
the scriptures were lacking in details and we 
don’t have the full background of the dispute, 
it is therefore difficult for us to comment one 
way or the other. Nevertheless, it shows 
Paul’s courage to speak out on what he 
considered to be in the wrong. It also shows 
that the early Church was open-minded, 
willing to accommodate different views and 
ready to work together for the glory of God. 
 

Pope Monthly Prayers Intention 
July General and Missionary 
Intention 
Universal: That sports may always be 
occasions of human fraternity and growth. 
For Evangelization: That the Holy Spirit may 
support the work of the laity who proclaim 
the Gospel in the poorest countries. 
 
Gospel of joy 
Evangelii Gaudium 
        

«Gospel of Joy» 
Church to open the door,  
issuing prophetic voice 
28.The parish is not an outdated institution; 
precisely because it possesses great 
flexibility, it can assume quite different 
contours depending on the openness and 
missionary creativity of the pastor and the 
community. While certainly not the only 
institution which evangelizes, if the parish 

proves capable of self-renewal and constant 
adaptability, 
it continues to be “the Church living in the 
midst of the homes of her sons and 
daughters”.[26] This presumes that it really 
is in contact with the homes and the lives of 
its people, and does not become a useless 
structure out of touch with people or a 
self-absorbed group made up of a chosen 
few. The parish is the presence of the 
Church in a given territory, an environment 
for hearing God’s word, for growth in the 
Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, 
charitable outreach, worship and 
celebration.[27] In all its activities the parish 
encourages and trains its members to be 
evangelizers.[28] It is a community of 
communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty 
come to drink in the midst of their journey, 
and a centre of constant missionary 
outreach. We must admit, though, that the 
call to review and renew our parishes has 
not yet sufficed to bring them nearer to 
people, to make them environments of living 
communion and participation, and to make 
them completely mission-oriented. 
                   To Be Continued 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 
 

Diocese & Other News 
Bishop’s Office 
Ordination of Colin O’Rourke to the 
Priesthood, will take place on Saturday July 
5, 11:00am, at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 
 
Balkan Flood Relief - If you would like 
to make a donation towards the Balkan flood 
relief, please send a cheque payable to your 
parish, earmarked "D & P – Balkan Floods" 
or by sending a cheque payable to the RC 
Diocese of Calgary, earmarked "D &P – 
Balkan Floods" and sent to the Pastoral 
Centre at 120 -17th Ave S.W. Calgary AB 
T2S 2T2. Thank you for your generous 
contributions!  
 

Social Justice Ministry 
St. Mary's University College is pleased to 
announce the launch of a new continuing 
education program, Certificate in Catholic 
Social Thought and Expression. This 
program is the result of a unique 
collaboration between St. Mary's CWL Chair 
for Catholic Studies, the FCJ Christian Life 
Centre, and the Religious Education 
Secretariat of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
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of Calgary.  For details on the program 
please visit the St. Mary's website: 
http://www.stmu.ca. 
 

Parish Activities 
OLPH Summer Mass schedule 
Mass schedule in July and August will be 
revised as follows: 
Saturday : 5:00pm ( in Mandarin) 
Sunday:  9:30 am (in English)  

 11:00 am (in Cantonese) 
Tuesday ( 7:00 pm) English Mass will be 
suspended 
Normal Mass schedule will be resumed from 
September 7. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on July 5 
The July’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by Faith Sharing 
Group on July 5 from 10am to 11am. 
Fr. Nguyen will listen to Confession. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

Together in Action 2014 
“……Faith Working Through Love.” 
(Galatians 5:6) 
Our parish’s portion is $24,300. As of April 
27th, our campaign has received a total of 
$13,870. 
We plead for your ongoing support. Together 
we will help thousands within our own 
communities and abroad through difficult 
times. Donation envelopes can be picked up 
from both the front and the side entrances. 
Let’s take action now to respond to Christ’s 
love and sacrifice for the salvation of 
mankind. 
 

Weekly Activities 
   

      Wed, Fri  July 2, 4 
  OLPH Senior Centre 
  Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 

         Fri  July 4 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30 pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 

        Sat  July 5 
  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
  Time: 10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
  Time: 11:00a.m. 
  Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 

  Tai Chi Lesson 
  Time: 10:15 a.m. - 11:15 noon 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 6:00 p.m-8:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

Let There Be Light 
May You ... 
May you find happiness  
in every direction your paths take you  
May you never lose  
your sense of wonder,  
and may you hold on to  
the sense of humor  
you use to brighten the lives  
of everyone who knows you. 
May you go beyond  
the ordinary steps 
and discover extraordinary results. 
May you keep on trying  
to reach for your stars. 
May you never forget  
how wonderful you are. 
May you always be patient  
with the problems of life, 
and know that any clouds will eventually  
give way to the sunlight  
of your most hoped-for days. 
May you be rewarded with friendships  
that get better and better, 
and with love that blesses your life forever. 
May you meet every challenge  
you are faced with, 
recognize every golden opportunity, 
and be blessed with the knowledge 
that you have the ability to  
make every day special. 
May you have enough material wealth  
to meet your needs, 
while never forgetting  
the real treasures of life 
are the loved ones and friends  
who are invaluable to the end. 
May you search for serenity, 
and discover it was within you all along.  
May you be strong enough  
to keep your hopes and dreams alive.  
May you always be gentle enough  
to understand.  
May you know  
that you hold tomorrow  
within your hands,  
and that the way there  
will be shared with the makings  

of what will be your most wonderful 
memories.  
And may you always remember,  
each step along the way...  
You are loved more than words  
can ever begin to say. 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
My Old Bible  
Did you ever have something that meant so 
much to you; something that was a part of your 
everyday life; something that you didn't think 
you could let go of?  
That "something" for me was my King James 
Version, Ryrie Study Bible. The time was May, 
2003; and this Bible had been my "familiar 
friend" since August, 1987. I am certain of the 
dates because I wrote them down... in my 
Bible. Contrary to popular belief, it is not a sin 
to write in your Bible. If it was a sin, I would be 
the "chief" of sinners.  
My Bible looked like a road map that had every 
tiny town, village, hamlet, and back road listed 
on it. I thought all this was normal until 
somebody would make a comment such as: 
"How in the world do you read that?"; or "Are 
you crazy - writing all over your Bible like 
that?" You'd have thought I'd committed the 
unpardonable sin!I guess you could call me a 
"serial dater", because every date of every day 
of every year (for a lot of years) was written 
down multiple times, by verses that meant a lot 
to me. Precious promises of God; other 
favorite verses; notes about marriage, divorce, 
births, deaths, personal struggles and triumphs 
were all written down on the flyleaves of my 
"familiar friend."  
I think there were a few tear stains on some 
pages of my old Bible. Some of the pages 
were torn and were starting to fall out; the 
cover was coming apart, but I fixed that with 
duct tape. I got a lot of grief from my kids about 
the duct tape.  
I also wrote, in my old Bible some personal 
symbols that meant different things to me. I 
wrote !!! with a circle around it; that is pretty 
self-explanatory. Oh, but my favorite was a 
triangle with a small dot in the center. This 
symbolized The Father, The Son, and The 
Holy Spirit surrounding me. God gave me this, 
and it is very special to me. These symbols 
that God allowed me to write beside His holy 
scripture enhanced the importance of those 
words to me. I also used different colored 
"highlighters" for extra emphasis on some 
scriptures. 
It finally got to the point that I knew it was time 
to let my old friend go.  
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I don't mind telling you that "retiring" my old 
Bible was a very hard thing to do. I went to the 
Christian bookstore; looked at several different 
Bibles; but walked out with a King James 
Version, Ryrie Study Bible - the same as my 
"old friend" - minus the dates, symbols, 
highlights, and other things, of course. It is now 
March 31, 2008; and my "new friend" has a 
strong resemblance to my "old friend."  
I remember watching a news show several 
years ago about the "Lost Boys of Sudan." The 
show was about a group of mostly teenage 
boys that had been forced to leave their homes 
because of war. They had walked over 1000 
miles; with only the clothes on their back, and 
what small amount they could carry. I think 
they had reached some sort of refugee camp.  
A reporter was talking to one of the young men. 
That young man was holding a Bible, and the 
reporter asked why he had carried that Bible 
with him for over 1000 miles. The young man, 
grinning from ear to ear, said 
"Because, it is my life!"  
I know what that young man meant...   
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