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Theme Sharing 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Blessed are those who have not seen 
And yet have come to believe!” 
  The first reading, from the Acts of the 
Apostles, shows us a glimpse of the early 
Church as to what an ideal and blessed 
Christian community is like. Emphasis is 
made that these early Christians devoted 
themselves to the teachings of the apostles 
and to fellowship or brotherhood among 
them. In the second reading, from the First 
Letter of Peter, the apostle explains to us the 
effect of our faith through baptism; and, 
using Jesus’ glorious resurrection as 
example, reassures and strengthens the 
faith of all those who are facing trials and 
tribulations in their lives or are being 
persecuted for the sake of their faith. 
  The gospel reading, taken from John’s 
gospel, is on one of Jesus’ appearances to 
his disciples following his resurrection. It 
gives a vivid account how Thomas, one of 
the apostles, was transformed from a 
doubter to a firm believer. The story is a 
clear statement on the object and nature of 
Christian faith. It affirms the apostolic nature 
of the Church and the important role of the 
apostles and their successors (i.e. bishops) 
in the divine plan of salvation. The story 
goes as follows: 
  “Jesus came, stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you!’ Then he showed them 
his hands and his side.  The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 
When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; 
if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’ 
  “But Thomas, one of the twelve who was 
called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. The other disciples later told 
him that they had seen the Lord, but he said 
to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands and put my fingers in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.’   
  
 “A week later, his disciples were again in 
the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came, 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you!’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt, 
but believe.’  Thomas answered, ‘MY 
LORD AND MY GOD!’ Jesus then said to 
him, ‘You believe because you can see me.  
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT 
SEEN AND YET HAVE COME TO 
BELIEVE!’ 
  Thomas’ proclamation of faith: “My Lord 
and My God!” is a clear statement that God 
is the true object of our Christian faith. St. 
Augustine, one of the greatest Fathers of the 
Church, has these comments, “It is a real 
person that Thomas saw and heard, but it is 
the invisible and supernatural God that he 
believed.” On the other hand, Jesus’ answer 
to Thomas (“You believe because you can 
see me; blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe”) tells us 
what faith is really about. 
  One of the characteristics of Christian 
faith is that it is “apostolic”, that is to say, 
based on the testimony of the apostles and 
handed down until today. It affirms the 
apostolic nature of the Church; and we are 
all reminded that we must be loyal to the 
ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC 
Church as set out in the Creed. 
 

Pope Monthly 
Prayers Intention 
May General and Missionary 
Intention 
Universal: That the media may be 
instruments in the service of truth and 
peace. 
For Evangelization: That Mary, Star of 
Evangelization, may guide the Church in 
proclaiming Christ to all nations. 
 
Gospel of joy 
Evangelii Gaudium 
«Gospel of Joy» 
Church to open the door,  
issuing prophetic voice 
John Paul II asked us to recognize that 
“there must be no lessening of the impetus 
to preach the Gospel” to those who are far 
from Christ, “because this is the first task of 
the Church”.Indeed, “today missionary 
activity still represents the greatest challenge 
for theChurch”and “the missionary task must 
remain foremost”. What would happen if we 
were to take these words seriously? We 
would realize that missionary outreach is 

paradigmatic for all the Church’s activity. 
Along these lines the Latin American bishops 
stated that we “cannot passively and calmly 
wait in our church buildings”; we need to 
move “from a pastoral ministry of mere 
conservation to a decidedly missionary 
pastoral ministry”. This task continues to be 
a source of immense joy for the Church: 
“Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance”. 
The scope and limits of this Exhortation  
To Be Continued 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 
 

Diocese & Other News 
Celebration of Canonization 
Tuesday April 29, 2014, 7pm, St Mary’s 
Cathedral. Doors open at 6pm. On April 27th 
Pope Francis will canonize Popes Blessed 
John XXIII and John Paul II in Rome. Join us 
in a local celebration of the canonization of 
these two holy Bishops of our time. All 
welcome. 
 

2014 Cemetery Masses  
Tuesday June 10th 7:30pm,  
St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Wednesday June 11th 7:30pm,  
Holy Family Cemetery. 
Tuesday August 12th 7:30pm,  
St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
Wednesday September 3rd 7:30pm,  
Good Shepherd Cemetery and  
Blessing of Gardens. 
For more information please call Fr. Edmund 
Vargas at 403-244-2741. 

 
Parish Activities 
Collection on Good Friday 
On Good Friday, we collected a total amount 
of $3,591 in donation. This sum will be sent 
to the Holy Land through our Diocese in 
support of future priesthood.  
Thanks for your generous support! 
 

Fr. Joseph Nguyen’s Blessings  
and Thank You 
Blessings and Congratulations to our new 
members of the Church who received the 
Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil, in 
sharing the death & resurrection of Christ to 
newness of life! 
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to 
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all the catechists and assistants of the Adult 
& Children Catechetical Team for their efforts 
in the faith formation of these new brothers & 
sisters. 
I am also offering my thanks to the 
parishioners who assisted with all aspects of 
this festive celebration. 
Lastly, I would like to thank you all 
godparents, who are firm believers of our 
Christian Faith, to sponsor their godchildren 
in Baptism and commit themselves to walk 
with their godchildren on the road to a 
Christian life. 
May we pray to the Lord who have 
nourished us with His Easter Sacraments, to 
fill us with the Spirit of His love, and make us 
all one in heart. Amen 
 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on May 3 
The May’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by Our Lady Queen of 
China on May 3 from 10am to 11am. 
Fr. Nguyen will listen to Confession. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

Marian Apparitions of the 20th 
Century 
May is the month devoted to honour our 
Blessed Virgin Mary and OLPH has chosen 
to show a featured film by the Hong Kong 
Diocesan Audio Visual Centre E-shop about 
the Marian Apparitions of the 20th Century 
throughout the world.  Please bring your 
friends and family to enjoy this special film. 
Date: May 3rd (Saturday) 
Time: 6 pm Potluck and  
     6:30 pm start of movie 
Place: Upper Hall of OLPH 
 

2014 Confirmation Mass 
Bishop Henry will be joining us on Sunday 
May 11th to celebrate the Confirmation Mass 
at 10 am. Please join the reception at Upper 
Hall immediately following the Mass. There 
will be lunch, performances and a Mother's 
Day tribute to enjoy. The 11:30 am Mass will 
be cancelled that day. 
 

Sunday School Mother's Day 
Flower Sale 
Sunday School will be selling roses on 
Mother's Day, May 11th before and after the 
10:00 am Confirmation Mass. Roses will be 
$5 each or $10 for 3 near the front and side 
entrances of the church. Buy a rose to 

honour the mother in your life and support 
Sunday School! 
 

Together in Action 
“……Faith Working Through Love.” 
(Galatians 5:6) 
Our parish’s portion is $24,300. We will 
complete all outstanding TIA projects of our 
parish in 2014. We plead for your ongoing 
support. Together we will help thousands 
within our own communities and abroad 
through difficult times. 
Let’s take action now! 
 

Weekly Activities 
       Wed, Fri 30 May 2 

  OLPH Senior Centre 
  Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 
 

         Wed 30 
    Perpetual Help Harmony Choir 
  Time: 7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 
 

          Fri May 2 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30 pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 
 

        Sat May 3 
  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
  Time: 10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
  Time: 11:00a.m. 
  Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
  Tai Chi Lesson 
  Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:15p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 6:00 p.m-8:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

          Sun May 4 
  R. C.I.A  
  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Sunday School 
  Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
  Place: Office Building 
  Youth Choir-choir practice 
  Time: 11:00a.m.-12:30p.m  
  Place: Office Building 

  K of C Matteo Ricci 10119 meeting 
  Time:12:30p.m.-2:30p.m  
  Place: OLPH Church K of C room 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Time: 12:30p.m. 

  Place: Boardroom  
  Queen of China meeting 
  Time:12:30p.m. 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
Don’t Forget Everything Happens  
For A Reason 
Have you ever been in a bad situation where 
everything in your life goes wrong & you just 
feel like giving up? Well this year I found 
myself in that situation where everything just 
went bad & then it got worse & worse. I had 
people telling me that everything happens 
for a reason & that sooner or later I would 
find out what it was.  
Of course, as depressed as I could be, I 
doubted it. When it's YOU, the whole world 
can tell you it will get better, but you don't 
believe it till you see it with your own eyes. 
So time went by & I kept on feeling the same 
way. Then one day I knew it in me  
what that reason was, why I had to go 
through all the things I did. It's part of 
growing up & learning to appreciating what 
you have every day; all those little things that 
we take for granted sometimes.  
I feel that all the things that happened to me 
this year made me a stronger person than I 
was before. I appreciate all those little things 
that I took for granted before. I got to meet 
my real friends for the very first time; I know 
who my real friends are & those are the ones 
who stuck by me no matter what. 
I know I'll have more bad times in my life, but 
next time someone say's "DON'T FORGET 
EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON", 
I'll know it's true. We all go through bad 
times in life, the important thing is to know 
that sooner or later that reason will come to 
you & when that happens you will find 
yourself better off than you did before. 
 

Let There Be Light 
Put in God's hands 
Too Good not to share!  
Hands! 
A basketball in my hands is  
Worth about $19. 
A basketball in Michael Jordan's hands is 
worth About $33 million. 
It depends whose hands it's in.  
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A baseball in my hands is 
Worth about $6. 
A baseball in Roger Clemens' hands is  
Worth $475 million. 
It depends on whose hands it's in. 
A tennis racket is useless 
In my hands. 
A tennis racket in Andre Agassi's  
Hands is worth millions. 
It depends whose hands it's in.  
A rod in my hands will keep away 
An angry dog. 
A rod in Moses' hands will part the  
Mighty sea. 
It depends whose hands it's in.  
A slingshot in my hands 
Is a kid's toy. 
A slingshot in David's hand is a  
Mighty weapon. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
Two fish and 5 loaves of bread 
In my hands is a couple of fish sandwiches. 
Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in Jesus' 
Hands will feed thousands. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
Nails in my hands might 
Produce a birdhouse. 
Nails in Jesus Christ's hands will  
Produce salvation for the entire world.  
It depends whose hands it's in.  
As you see now, it depends whose  
Hands it's in. 
So put your concerns, your worries,  
Your fears, your hopes, your dreams, 
Your families and your relationships in 
God's hands because... 
It depends whose hands it's in.  
This message is now in YOUR hands.  
What will YOU do with it?  
It Depends on 
WHOSE Hands it's in! 
"In GOD We trust" 
 

Read More Know More  
 

The Expression  
"Who Once Was Mary" 
In the approved prayer, the Blessed Virgin is 
referred to as Our Lady of All Nations "who 
once was Mary". It is explained by the 
promoters of the devotion in the following 
manner: 
This refers to the fact that Mary is no longer 
just Mary but rather The Lady, The Woman 
at the foot of the Cross. These words refer to 
her Eternal Motherhood over all of us, for 
she is Mother Whom Jesus gave to us from 

the Cross with the words: Woman behold thy 
Son! 
I might add that the Motherhood of Mary is 
eternal in the sense that it was foreseen by 
God, along with the Incarnation of the Word, 
from all eternity. Similarly, the Church speaks 
of Mary as the Mother of God, not because 
she herself is eternal or Mother of the divine 
nature, but because He of whom she is 
Mother in the order of human nature is God, 
the Eternal Word. 
by Colin B. Donovan, STL 
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