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Theme Sharing 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Some time ago I had a lengthy 
conversation with a Catholic woman about 
the Church’s authority to teach in the name 
of Jesus. Her forceful response was ‘I don’t 
believe that!’ Of course this effectively 
scuttled the conversation and we moved on 
to other things. 
  I don’t believe that. How sad for a 
Catholic to even dare to say those words! 
Nevertheless, this is part of the freedom God 
gives every human being – to accept or to 
reject: He has set fire and water before you; 
put out your hand to whichever you prefer. 
Man has life and death before him; 
whichever a man likes better will be given 
him. 
  Fortunately no one can judge another 
person. We simply pray and trust that light 
will be given. 
  The world chooses very differently from 
the way a Christian chooses. That’s because 
the world has a different framework of 
judgment, and a different starting point. The 
starting point for making choices in the world 
is self-centred while for a Christian it is 
other-centred, the other being God. 

The world’s choices are pragmatic, 
driven by money and ideology, and therefore, 
rather unenlightened and with a short use-by 
date. They depend on human intelligence 
and powers of reason, particular 
circumstances, anticipated outcomes, vested 
interests, external pressures, and a complex 
of other considerations, including what was 
had for breakfast that morning. 
  For a Catholic the starting point is the 
teaching of the Church as it comes to us 
through Scripture and Tradition. We live our 
lives guided by the Church because we 
believe she was founded by Jesus Christ. 
We live by her teachings, her moral precepts, 
her authority and her way of worshipping 
God. St Paul’s words to the Corinthians can 
be quoted here: The hidden wisdom of God 
which we teach in our mysteries is the 
wisdom that God pre-destined to be for our 
glory before the ages began. 
  The hidden wisdom of God, the keys to 
the kingdom of Heaven, was given by Christ 
to his Church. This is why a Catholic cannot 
turn away from the Church and claim to be 
still following Christ. For all the faults, the 
many faults, the horrible faults of her 
members, including the hierarchy, the 

Church is still the spotless bride of Christ for 
whom he gave his very life. 
  Those who have reached maturity have 
grasped this truth and have remained faithful; 
those who imagined that Jesus built his 
Church on the ‘goodness’ of his Apostles 
rather than on Peter’s ‘faith’, have 
discovered the weak link in their 
understanding and have quit the Church. 
  But how does an individual make a 
decision to entirely believe what the Church 
believes; how does one get to that point? 
The answer is one which the world cannot 
and never will understand - it is through the 
wisdom bestowed by the Holy Spirit. These 
are the very things that God has revealed to 
us through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches 
the depths of everything, even the depths of 
God. 
  The Holy Spirit who knows the depths of 
God is given to us at Baptism and 
Confirmation so that we ourselves might 
come to know the depths of God. The Holy 
Spirit shares with us, to the extent that we 
are capable, the knowledge of God. 
  Now let me interrupt with some questions 
which I am imagining some of you might be 
asking: ‘I am a Catholic. I have been 
baptised and confirmed. How come I do not 
feel that I know God? How come my faith is 
still weak? How come I regularly have 
doubts?’ 
  Having asked the questions on your 
behalf I must admit I cannot fully answer 
them, however, I do understand one or two 
things that are essential if, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we are to know God. 
  Firstly, the Spirit gives us a desire to know 
God, to ‘see his face’ as the Scripture puts it. 
Do you have this desire? Do you really want 
to know God, with all your heart? (I am 
assuming here, of course, that you are 
already a believer, that you have already 
found God and now wish to know him.) 
  Perhaps you were struck, as I was, by the 
opening sentence of the first reading from 
Zephaniah a couple of Sundays ago: Seek 
the Lord all you, the humble of the earth, 
who obey his commands. Somehow, 
seeking or knowing God always goes hand 
in hand with obeying his commands. If you 
really desire to know God you will be 
following his way - what Moses calls: the 
way I have marked out for you... . 
  The Holy Spirit is not given as warm fuzzy 
‘I believe’ feeling. The Spirit is given also for 
keeping God's word. The response to the 

psalm today shows us what the payoff for 
doing this is: Happy are they who follow the 
law of the Lord. Jesus, too, repeatedly made 
this clear: Still happier those who hear the 
word of God and keep it! (Luke 11:28) 
  So, if you are feeling distant from the Lord, 
ask yourself if you are doing his will, 
especially as the Church proposes it. Do you 
believe with all your heart that the Church 
speaks with God’s authority? Do you dissent 
from important Church teachings? Are you 
behaving in a way contrary to those 
teachings? Perhaps 
it’s time to make a serious and mature 
examination of conscience about all this?  
 

Gospel of joy 
Evangelii Gaudium 
 

«Gospel of Joy» 
Church to open the door,  
issuing prophetic voice 
6. There are Christians whose lives seem 
like Lent without Easter. I realize of course 
that joy is not expressed the same way at all 
times in life, especially at moments of great 
difficulty. Joy adapts and changes, but it 
always endures, even as a flicker of light 
born of our personal certainty that, when 
everything is said and done, we are infinitely 
loved. I understand the grief of people who 
have to endure great suffering, yet slowly but 
surely we all have to let the joy of faith slowly 
revive as a quiet yet firm trust, even amid the 
greatest distress: “My soul is bereft of peace; 
I have forgotten what happiness is… But this 
I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning. Great is your faithfulness… It 
is good that one should wait quietly for the 
salvation of the Lord” (Lam 3:17, 21-23, 26). 
7. Sometimes we are tempted to find 
excuses and complain, acting as if we could 
only be happy if a thousand conditions were 
met. To some extent this is because our 
“technological society has succeeded in 
multiplying occasions of pleasure, yet has 
found it very difficult to engender joy”.[2] I 
can say that the most beautiful and natural 
expressions of joy which I have seen in my 
life were in poor people who had little to hold 
on to. I also think of the real joy shown by 
others who, even amid pressing professional 
obligations, were able to preserve, in 
detachment and simplicity, a heart full of 
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faith. In their own way, all these instances of 
joy flow from the infinite love of God, who 
has revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ. I 
never tire of repeating those words of 
Benedict XVI which take us to the very heart 
of the Gospel: “Being a Christian is not the 
result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but 
the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive 
direction”.[3] 
To Be Continued 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium of 
The Holy Father Francis. 
 

Pope Francis’ words 
Let’s learn to lose our lives for Christ, like a 
gift or a sacrifice. With Christ we lose 
nothing! 
 

Diocese & Other News 
Social Justice Ministry 
Join Catholic Connections: A 
Restorative Justice Network in 
Canada  
In responding to the call of Christ on the 
Cross and the example of Pope Francis, the 
Most Rev. Gary M. Gordon, Bishop Liaison 
to Correctional Ministry for the CCCB has 
initiated Catholic Connections: a Restorative 
Justice Network in Canada. We invite you to 
join our Canada wide community of 
Catholics involved in  
prison ministry, re-integration and restorative 
justice activities. Visit our website at 
www.ccinrj.ca to find out more. 
 

FCJ Christian Life Centre, Calgary 
The Newly Revised FCJ -T.E.A.M 
(Together Enabling Adult Ministry) 
PROGRAM WILL BEGIN SEPTEMBER 
2014 with T.E.A.M. 16 
"The thing the church needs most today is 
the ability to heal wounds and to warm the 
hearts of the faithful." Pope Francis 
Are you looking to embrace: A deeper 
spiritual life? , a vision of Ministry that 
encompasses social thought and expression, 
as a foundation for ministry?, a broader 
scriptural background, a grounding in 
catechetics to enable, compassionate 
spiritual care? and a shared 
community-growth experience? Then 
T.E.A.M. is for you! 
This two-year program is a collaborative 
effort between the FCJ Centre, St. Mary’s 

University College and the RC Diocese of 
Calgary. It is open to anyone of any 
background and any religious affiliation 
who has a desire to learn about Christian 
spirituality and express a commitment to 
justice. Do not miss this opportunity for your 
own personal growth and development in 
preparation for ministry. 
You are invited to an Information Evening at 
the FCJ Centre on one of the following 
evenings from 7:00 to 8:00pm: April 29th, 
May 29th or June 18th. 
For further information:: 
Tel: (403) 228-4215 
FCJ Christian Life Centre 
219 – 19th Avenue SW 
Calgary, AB T2S OC8 
Visit our website: www.fcjsisters.ca/fcjcentre 
And follow the links to Ministry Training 
Programs. 
 

The Pastoral Centre Library 
The Pastoral Centre Library will be unstaffed 
on Thursdays and Fridays over the next few 
weeks due to unforeseen circumstances, so 
it would be advisable to call ahead if you 
plan to visit ( Library at 403-218-5510). 
Thank you. 
 

Let There Be Light 
Time For God 
We try to keep God in church on Sunday 
morning....  
Maybe, Sunday night... 
And, the unlikely event of a midweek 
service. 
We do like to have Him around during 
sickness.... 
And, of course, at funerals. 
However, we don't have time, or room, for 
Him during work or play... 
Because.. That's the part of our lives we 
think.. We can, and should, handle on our 
own. 
May God forgive me for ever thinking... 
That... There is a time or place where... 
HE is not to be FIRST in my life. 
We should always have time to remember 
all HE has done for us. 
 

 
 
 
 

Parish Activities 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on March 1 
The March’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by St. Gabriel Choir on 
March1 from 10am to 11am. 
Fr. Nguyen will listen to Confession. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

Movie Night: Tuesdays with Morrie 
Mitch, a sport commentator, ignored his 
girlfriend and did not make time to do things 
in life that are of the most value to a human 
being. Morrie was one of Mitch's professors 
in college. One day Mitch was watching 
television and saw Morrie saying that he is 
dying of Lou Gehrig disease or ALS. He 
came to see his teacher Tuesdays to learn 
from him again.  
Date: March 1, 2014 (Saturday) 
Time: 6pm Potluck and  
     6:30pm start of movie 
Place: Upper Hall of OLPH 
 

Weekly Activities   
       Wed, Fri 19, 21 

  OLPH Senior Centre 
  Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 

          Fri 21 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30 pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 
  Faith Sharing Group ( Sacred Heart) 
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Doris Ho 403-271-6884 
 

         Sat 22 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

(Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium ) 
Time: 9: 45 a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 

  Tai Chi Lesson 
  Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:15p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 6:00 p.m-8:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
  Faith Sharing Group (Arbour Lake)  
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Grace Chan 403-208-1806 

         Sun 23 
  R. C.I.A  
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  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Sunday School 
  Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
  Place: Office Building 
  Youth Group 
  Time: 11:00a.m.-12:30p.m  
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
  Pastoral Care Team meeting 
  Time: 12:30 p.m.  
  Place: K of C Room 
 

Imitating Christ 
Chapter 25 : 
Zeal In Amending Our Lives 
How do so many other religious who are 
confined in cloistered discipline get along? 
They seldom go out, they live in 
contemplation, their food is poor, their 
clothing coarse, they work hard, they  
speak but little, keep long vigils, rise early, 
pray much, read frequently, and subject  
themselves to all sorts of discipline. Think of 
the Carthusians and the Cistercians, the 
monks and nuns of different orders, how 
every night they rise to sing praise to the 
Lord. It would be a shame if you should grow 
lazy in such holy service when so many 
religious have already begun to rejoice in 
God. 
                 To Be Continued 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
True Greatness 
Some people feel like a small pebble lost in 
the immensity of a canyon. But no matter 
how insignificant we judge ourselves to be, 
we can be greatly used by God. 
In a sermon early in 1968, Martin Luther 
King Jr. quoted Jesus’ words from Mark 10 
about servanthood. Then he said, 
“Everybody can be great, because 
everybody can serve. You don’t have to have 
a college degree to serve. You don’t have to 
make your subject and your verb agree to 
serve. You don’t have to know about Plato 
and Aristotle to serve. . . . You only need a 
heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.” 
When Jesus’ disciples quarreled about who 
would get the places of honor in heaven, He 
told them: “Whoever desires to become 
great among you shall be your servant. And 
whoever of you desires to be first shall be 

slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43-45). 
I wonder about us. Is that our understanding 
of greatness? Are we gladly serving, doing 
tasks that may be unnoticed? Is the purpose 
of our serving to please our Lord rather than 
to gain applause? If we are willing to be a 
servant, our lives will point to the One who is 
truly great. 
No service in itself is small, 
None great, though earth it fill; 
But that is small that seeks its own, 
And great that does God’s will. —Anon. 
Little things done in Christ’s name are great 
things. 
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