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Theme Sharing 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Two thoughts dominate this Sunday: first, 
John’s dramatic call to behold the Lamb of 
God; second, that we have just finished 
Christmas and are beginning a new year. 
With regard to beginning the new year there 
is the sense of the need to take stock, to 
look at where we are going, and to make the 
inevitable “resolutions” that might raise the 
quality of this coming year. 
The Baptist asks us to take stock and make 
changes; to ask what are we fundamentally 
about and then seek to reset our lives. As 
active Christians are we able to recognise 
Jesus Christ? Is he a focus in our lives or 
just out on the edges? Is he the one we look 
to for help in time of need, for guidance in 
our doubts? 
An honest stock-taking of our fundamental 
situation that is offered here may contrast 
with the ego-centric way we usually conduct 
our lives. We need to recognise something 
outside of and larger than us, the God who 
cares for us, and for the whole human 
community in which we are involved. Can we 
listen to John’s call to restore what is broken, 
and Jesus’ call, to bring light to the world? 
Do we see that it is with our willing help that 
the Lamb can remove the “sin of the world?” 
Facing deeper truths is always difficult; it 
calls us to not just drift along with this world’s 
evil, as the line of least resistance. 
Discipleship is urgent and costly, but it is 
also possible and is the way towards the 
deeper joy and fulfilment that we seek. If we 
properly hear the Baptist in his solemn act of 
witnessing to Christ, then our response will 
be a stock-taking that goes to the root of our 
being. It may even reveal to us the truth that 
sets us free. 
Association of the priest (Patrick Rogers) 
 

Pope Francis’ words 
 

A Christian is never bored or sad. Rather, he 
who loves Christ is full of joy and radiates 
joy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Gospel of joy 
Evangelii Gaudium 
«Gospel of Joy»:  
Church to open the door,  
issuing prophetic voice 
The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and 
lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who 
accept his offer of salvation are set free from 
sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. 
With Christ joy is constantly born anew. In 
this Exhortation I wish to encourage the 
Christian faithful to embark upon a new 
chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, 
while pointing out new paths for the Church’s 
journey in years to come. 
A joy ever new, a joy which is shared 
1. The great danger in today’s world, 
pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the 
desolation and anguish born of a complacent 
yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of 
frivolous pleasures, and a blunted 
conscience. Whenever our interior life 
becomes caught up in its own interests and 
concerns, there is no longer room for others, 
no place for the poor. God’s voice is no 
longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no 
longer felt, and the desire to do good fades. 
This is a very real danger for believers too. 
Many fall prey to it, and end up resentful, 
angry and listless. That is no way to live a 
dignified and fulfilled life; it is not God’s will 
for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit which has 
its source in the heart of the risen Christ.            
To Be Continued 
 

Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

2014 Prayer for Christian Unity 
Theme: Has Christ been divided?   
(cf. 1 Cor 1:1-17)  
4. In the first movement (1:1-3), Paul, along 
with his fellow Christian Sosthenes – as a 
small but authentic community of two – 
addresses another larger and very active 
community, the Corinthian Christians. He 
addresses the Corinthians as the “Church of 
God,” not just as a local chapter, but as a full 
expression of the Church in their part of the 
world. Paul reminds them that they are a 
“called” people: “called to be saints,” not 
isolated and on their own, but “together with 
all those who in every place call on the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 
ours.” This last expression could also be 
translated as “both in their place and in 

ours.” So, they are authentically God’s 
Church but very much connected to 
everyone else who calls on the Lord, both in 
their confession and their place. Then Paul, 
as in all his letters, extends his usual and 
powerful greeting of God’s grace and peace. 
In Paul’s language, “grace” indicates God’s 
goodness and gifts to us in Christ, and is 
meant to draw out our gratitude to God and 
our graciousness to others. His “peace” for 
us in all its fullness and mutuality is 
communion (koinonia) in God.  
5. Where do you see God’s grace and peace 
in your local church, in your larger 
community, and in your country? How can 
you move beyond a preoccupation with your 
immediate community and attend to the 
community of all Christians and the world?  
6. While Paul is about to call the Corinthian 
community to task, he begins the next 
movement in our text (1:4-9) by giving 
thanks for “the grace of God that has been 
given” to the Corinthians “in Christ Jesus.” 
This is not just a formality, but a genuine 
rejoicing in the gifts God has bestowed on 
this community. He proceeds to build them 
up: “For in every way you have been 
enriched in him…, so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift.” They are 
assured that they will be strengthened to the 
end, and that “God is faithful.” God calls us 
into the fellowship (koinonia) of his Son with 
all its social and spiritual implications for our 
churches and peoples.  
                  To Be Continued 

 
Diocese & Other News 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
2014-January 19-26 
Has Christ been divided? 
(1 Corinthians 1:1-17) 
Worship Opportunities and Events  
 

Sunday, January 19 – 7:00 PM  
Grace Presbyterian Church.  
1009 – 15 Ave. S.W.  
Evening Grace Worship  
The Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton, General 
Secretary, The Canadian Council of 
Churches  
  

Monday, January 20 – Noon 
Press Conference with Rev. Dr. Karen 
Hamilton  
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Re: Public Launch of “Human Trafficking in 
Canada: A Leadership and Learning Kit for 
Churches”  
A resource from the Canadian Council of 
Churches  
Grace Presbyterian Church  
  

Tuesday, January 21 – 7:00 PM  
Prince of Faith Lutheran Church.  
2523 - 56 St. N.E.  
Pastor Scott Peterson  
  

Wednesday, January 22 – Noon University 
of Calgary  
The Loft - 4th Floor McEwan Center, 
University of Calgary  
The University of Calgary Chaplains  
  

Wednesday, January 22 – 7:00 PM  
“Conversations of unCommon Grace”  
Screening of human trafficking documentary 
“Not My Life”  
And conversation with representatives from 
Action Coalition on Human Trafficking, ACT 
Alberta  
Grace Presbyterian Church  
Information and tickets: 
www.uncommongrace.ca  
  

Thursday, January 23 – 11:15 AM  
Ambrose University College Chapel Service. 
150 Ambrose Circle S.W.  
Adrian Martens  
  

Thursday, January 23 – 7:00 PM  
St. Mary’s Cathedral. 219 - 18 Ave. S.W.  
Bishop Fred Henry  
  

Sunday, January 26 – 7:00 PM  
(preceded by international/intercultural 
dinner at 6:00 PM)  
St. Matthew’s United Church.  
2035 - 26A St. S.W.  
Pastor Vincent Yellow Old Woman, Siksika 
Nation  
You are invited to join us at any of these 
worship opportunities or events 
Presented by the Calgary Council of 
Churches 
 

Parish Activities 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
January 19th to 26, 2014 
Theme: Has Christ been divided?   
In January of every year, churches and 
Christian communities celebrate the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. These ecumenical 
worship services offer an opportunity to draw 
together Christians from a variety of 
backgrounds into a worship experience that 

helps to unite us in Christ and to one 
another.   
A Liturgy of Inter-Christian Prayer with 
Bishop Frederick Henry: Bishop Henry will 
be preaching and leading the liturgy at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. This year features other 
denominations sharing in the mutual gifts of 
the Holy Spirit that we all can learn from. 
Come join us as we explore and experience 
St. Paul’s exhortation to the Corinthians, 
“Has Christ Been Divided?” Thursday, 
January 23 , Time : 7:00pm at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, 219 - 18 Ave. S.W. Calgary. 
 

Evening Cantonese Chinese New 
Year Thanksgiving Mass & Chinese 
New Year Mass 
Chinese New Year Eve Mass on  
January 30 (Thursday) 5:30 p.m. 
Chinese New Year Mass on  
January 31(Friday )at 11:00 am. 
We offer our thanksgiving to God for the 
many graces that He has given us in 2013, 
and pray that he will continue to bless us in 
the coming year. Fr. Mak will offer the 
Cantonese Chinese New Year’s Eve 
Thanksgiving Mass and the Chinese New 
Year Mass for us.  
Everyone is welcome in thanking God for the 
last year’s blessings, and asking Him to fill 
us with grace in the coming year!  
 

Celebrate Chinese New year  
To celebrate the Chinese New Year,  
Fr. John Mak, Fr. Bill Trienekens and 
Deacon Edward Lam will give the traditional 
Red Packet and Chinese New year banners 
to all parishioners after Masses on February 
1and 2 in giving you the blessings for the 
Chinese New Year!  
 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on February 1 
The February’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by Knights of 
Columbus on February 1 from 10am to 
11am. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

Chinese New Year Banquet 2014 
Date: Saturday February 8 
Time: Reception from 6 p.m.,  
     dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Venue: Chinese Cultural Centre, banquet  
      by Cultural Centre Restaurant 
Ticket: $30 /adult, $15/child (aged 12  

      or below), $300 for a table of 10. 
A FREE raffle ticket will be given to each 
dinner ticket holder at the banquet. 
Banquet tickets will be sold at the Religious 
Article Centre after each mass beginning 
January 5. Parishioners can contact Church 
Group representatives or Goretti Shing at 
403-295-8937 to purchase tickets. Donation 
of gifts for Banquet Draw would be much 
appreciated. Please contact Parish Pastoral 
Councillors or Parish Office for details. 
 

Movie Night: The Good Pope – 
John XXIII 
He was the Pope at the times of US - USSR 
cold war, the Berlin Wall, Vietnam War, 
assassination of President Kennedy. Yet as 
head of the Roman Catholic Church he in 
the holy spirit and diplomatically moved the 
hearts of all races and Christians from this 
turmoil toward the peace of the world.  
Date: February 1, 2014 (Saturday) 
Time: 6pm Potluck and 6:30pm start of 
movie 
Place: Upper Hall of OLPH 
 

Scout Popcorn 
Thanks for your support to our Scout 
Popcorn Campaign.  
If you haven’t picked up your popcorn, 
please pick it up in the scout room located in 
lower hall after today’s mass. You can email 
OLPH300Scouts@gmail.com or contact Pak 
Tong @403-991-8896 for popcorn pick up. 
Do you or someone you know want more 
popcorn? We still have limited supply of 
popcorn in the scout room. Please come and 
pick your favourite one. 
 

Weekly Activities 
   

       Wed, Fri 22, 24 
  OLPH Senior Centre 
  Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 
 

          Fri 24 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30 pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 
 

        Sat 25 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

(Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium ) 
Time: 9: 45 a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 

  Tai Chi Lesson 
  Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
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  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:15p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 6:00 p.m-8:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

        Sunday 26 
  Deacon Wu Birthday Blessing Sunday 
  School and Youth Group  
  Time: 10:00 a.m. Mass 
  R. C.I.A  
  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Sunday School 
  Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
  Place: Office Building 
 

Imitating Christ 
 

Chapter 25 : 
Zeal In Amending Our Lives 
How pleasant and sweet to behold brethren 
fervent and devout, well mannered and 
disciplined! How sad and painful to see them 
wandering in dissolution, not practicing the 
things to which they are called! How hurtful it 
is to neglect the purpose of their vocation 
and to attend to what is not their business! 
                 To Be Continued 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
 

The Hidden Life 
Some years ago, I came across a poem by 
George MacDonald titled, “The Hidden Life.” 
It tells the story of an intellectually gifted 
young Scot who turned his back on a 
prestigious academic career to return to his 
aging father and to the family farm. There he 
engaged in what MacDonald called, 
“ordinary deeds” and “simple forms of 
human helpfulness.” His friends lamented 
what they saw as a waste of his talents. 
Perhaps you too serve in some unnoticed 
place, doing nothing more than ordinary 
deeds. Others might think that’s a waste. But 
God wastes nothing. Every act of love 
rendered for His sake is noted and has 
eternal consequences. Every place, no 
matter how small, is holy ground. Influence 
is more than lofty acts and words. It can be a 
simple matter of human helpfulness: being 
present, listening, understanding the need, 

loving, and praying. This is what turns daily 
duty into worship and service. 
The apostle Paul challenged the Colossians: 
“Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus,” and “do it 
heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive 
the reward of the inheritance” (Col. 
3:17,23-24). God takes notice and delights in 
using us. 
Dear Lord, may I be willing to be hidden and 
unknown today, yet ready to speak a word to 
those who are weary. May Your Spirit touch 
my words and make them Your words that 
enrich and refresh others. 
The way to accomplish much for Christ is to 
serve Him in any way we can. 
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