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    Happy New Year 
       
May the God of hope fill you  
with joy and peace… 
all year through! 

 
 
 

 

New Year Mass Schedule 
Dec 31 Tuesday New Year’s Eve 
Thanksgiving Mass 
9:00 a.m. English Mass 
Additional Evening Thanksgiving Mass 
6:30 p.m. Chinese Mass 
Jan 1 Wednesday( New Year’s Mass) 
9:30 a.m. English Mass 
11:00 a.m. Chinese Mass 
 

 
 

 

 

 

6 30  

 

 

Theme Sharing 
Feast of the Holy Family 
(Partaking in God’s Plan of Salvation) 

The Feast of the Holy Family is believed 
to have been first celebrated in Canada. 
Then in an encyclical issued in 1892, Pope 
Leo XIII declared the Holy Family as the 
model of the Christian family in order to 
make holy this important institution in the 
human society. Following the Second 
Vatican Council, the Church moved this feast 
from the 3rd Sunday after Epiphany to the 
Sunday within the Octave of Christmas. This 
change in the liturgical calendar therefore 
connects the feast with the birth of Christ 
and God’s plan of salvation. 

Today’s opening prayer and the first two 
readings place emphasis on the 
sanctification of the Christian family, whereas 
both the gospel and the Communion 

Antiphon dwell on God’s revelation of his 
plan of salvation. 

The opening prayer identifies the true 
and paramount family values of Christian 
living: “Father, help us to live as the Holy 
Family, united in respect and love. Bring us 
to the joy of your eternal home.” It teaches 
us how to live our present life on earth while 
setting our sights on everlasting life. 

The first reading, from the Book of 
Sirach, exhorts us to honour our parents: 
“My child, help your parents in their old age: 
do not grieve them as long as they live. 
Though their minds may fail, be patient with 
them. Do not despise them while you have 
all your faculties, because kindness to your 
parents will not be forgotten, and will be 
credited to you against your sins.” 

In the second reading, Paul lists a 
multitude of Christian virtues including 
compassion, kindness, forgiveness and 
many others. He then talks about the 
necessary virtues in family life. 

The gospel is on the Holy Family’s flight 
to Egypt. Matthew points out that this has 
fulfilled what the Lord has spoken through 
the prophets: “Out of Egypt I have called my 
Son.” The whole episode shows how Joseph, 
as head of the Holy Family, partook in the 
divine plan of salvation in the early life of 
Christ. 

Brothers and sisters, today’s feast 
exhorts us to imitate the Holy Family as filial 
children and caring parents. It invites us to 
share in the Holy Family’s faith, just like 
Mary and Joseph who helped Jesus to 
complete his mission and thereby actively 
participated in God’s plan of salvation. 

None of us can choose into which family 
we are born; and it is God’s Will that we are 
born to a certain family, race or country. So 
we should always rely on God’s divine 
providence in our daily lives, live up to our 
faith and be a faithful follower of Christ. 

“Lord, Jesus Christ, we praise you 
forever and ever.  Amen.” 

 

Pope Monthly Prayers Intention 
January General and Missionary 
Intention 
Universal: That all may promote authentic 
economic development that respects the 
dignity of all peoples. 
Evangelization: That Christians of diverse 
denominations may walk toward the unity 
desired by Christ. 

Gospel of joy (Evangelii  
Gaudium) 

Pope Francis advised “Gospel of 
joy” (Evangelii Gaudium) for 2014 
«Gospel of joy»: Church to open 
the door, issuing prophetic voice  
The third point: an open, gracious and 
merciful church. The Pope called on the 
church "to open wide its doors". The church 
is a place of benevolence, rather than of 
conviction, because God never gets tired of 
forgiving us. "The doors of the Sacraments 
should not be closed for any reason". Thus 
we can see that the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist is definitely not for rewarding the 
perfect ones, but is a path which offers 
generosity and nutrition for the weak.  We 
often act as an examiner of grace, rather 
than offering assistance to others.  The 
church is not a customs office, but is the 
father's home, where everyone has a seat. 
The gospel has to be preached with a 
positive nature: caring, respectful, 
compassionate, and patient. The priests’ 
homily must stay away from being "pure 
preaching or to indoctrinate propaganda "; 
must have an enthusiastic and active 
approach, so that people would not find 
themselves feeling like "passive prisoners"; 
and to always point out hope, saying things 
that will ignite the warmth of the heart.        
To Be Continued    Vatican Radio News 
 

Pope Francis’ words 
We cannot keep ourselves shut up in 
parishes, in our communities, when so many 
people are waiting for the Gospel!  
 

News & Others 
2013 Pope Francis' Christmas 
message  
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors 
(Luke 2:14) 
Dear brothers and sisters in Rome and 
throughout the world, Happy Christmas! 
I take up the song of the angels who 
appeared to the shepherds in Bethlehem on 
the night when Jesus was born. It is a song 
which unites heaven and earth, giving praise 
and glory to heaven, and the promise of 
peace to earth and all its people. 
I ask everyone to share in this song: it is a 
song for every man or woman who keeps 
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watch through the night, who hopes for a 
better world, who cares for others while 
humbly seeking to do his or her duty. 
Glory to God! 
Above all else, this is what Christmas bids 
us to do: give glory to God, for he is good, 
he is faithful, he is merciful. Today I voice my 
hope that everyone will come to know the 
true face of God, the Father who has given 
us Jesus. My hope is that everyone will feel 
God's closeness, live in his presence, love 
him and adore him. 
May each of us give glory to God above all 
by our lives, by lives spent for love of him 
and of all our brothers and sisters. 
Peace to mankind. 
True peace is not a balance of opposing 
forces. It is not a lovely "façade" which  
conceals conflicts and divisions. Peace calls 
for daily commitment, starting from God's gift, 
from the grace which he has given us in 
Jesus Christ. 
Looking at the Child in the manger, our 
thoughts turn to those children who are the 
most vulnerable victims of wars, but we think 
too of the elderly, to battered women, to the 
sick. Wars shatter and hurt so many lives! 
Let us continue to ask the Lord to spare the 
beloved Syrian people further suffering,  
Grant peace to the Central African Republic,  
Prince of Peace, in every place turn hearts 
aside from violence and inspire them to lay 
down arms and undertake the path of 
dialogue 
Lord of life, protect all who are persecuted 
for your name. Grant hope and consolation 
to the displaced and refugees, especially in 
the Horn of Africa and in the eastern part of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
Child of Bethlehem, touch the hearts of all 
those engaged in human trafficking, that 
they may realize the gravity of this crime 
against humanity. Look upon the many 
children who are kidnapped, wounded and 
killed in armed conflicts, and all those who 
are robbed of their childhood and forced to 
become soldiers. 
Lord of heaven and earth, look upon our 
planet, frequently exploited by human greed 
and rapacity. Help and protect all the victims 
of natural disasters, especially the beloved 
people of the Philippines, gravely affected by 
the recent typhoon. 
Dear brothers and sisters, today, in this 
world, in this humanity, is born the Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. Let us pause before 
the Child of Bethlehem. Let us allow our 

hearts to be touched, let us allow ourselves 
to be warmed by the tenderness of God; we 
need his caress. God is full of love: to him be 
praise and glory forever! God is peace: let us 
ask him to help us to be peacemakers each 
day, in our life, in our families, in our cities 
and nations, in the whole world. Let us allow 
ourselves to be moved by God's goodness. 
Details at www.vatican.com 
 

Parish  Activities 
A Heartfelt Thank You From Our 
Pastor Fr. Joseph Nguyen 
I would like to sincerely thank Deacon John 
Wu, Deacon Edward Lam, Sisters, Parish 
Pastoral Council, Parish Lay Groups and all 
parishioners for the continued support I 
received throughout my years as pastor of 
OLPH.  
Your generosity and sharing with others of 
God’s gifts, is a perfect example of our 
response to the call of Jesus: “You are my 
witnesses.” Love is the soul of mission and 
we are first and foremost invited to be 
credible witnesses by the way we live as 
Disciples of Christ. Keep up your good work! 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit and wishing you a joyful and 
peaceful New Year! 
 
Additional Evening Cantonese 
Thanksgiving Mass at 6:30 p.m. on 
New Years Eve December 31 
( Tuesday ) 
Pastoral Care Team, in thanksgiving to God 
for the many graces that He has given to 
them in 2013, will offer an additional Chinese 
evening Thanksgiving Mass at 6:30 p.m. on 
New Year’s Eve ( Dec 31 Tuesday). 
Everyone is welcome to join them in 
thanking God for the last year’s blessings!  
 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on January 4 
The January’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by Pastoral Care Team 
on Jan 5 from 10am to 11am. 
Fr. Nguyen will listen to Confession. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend 
 
Movie Night: Five People You Meet 
in Heaven 
On his 83rd birthday, Eddie a war vet and a 
maintenance worker at the Ruby Pier 

amusement park, dies while trying to save a 
girl who is sitting under a falling ride. When 
he awakens in the afterlife, he  
encounters five people with ties to his 
corporal existence who help him understand 
the meaning of his life. 
Date: January 4, 2014 (Saturday) 
Time: 6pm Potluck and  
     6:30pm start of movie 
Place: Upper Hall of OLPH  
 
SCOUTING BOTTLE DRIVE 
OLPH 300 Catholic Scouts are fundraising 
for their Scout program &  activities with a 
Bottle Drive next weekend (Jan 4 & 5) & Jan 
11 & 12.  
Cans & bottles can be placed outside Lower 
Hall. Please save cans & bottles from your 
festive parties to support our scouts. 
 
Together in Action 2013 
Theme: “You will be my witnesses"  
Our parish’s final target is $50,000.  
Donation envelopes can be picked up from 
both the front and the side entrances. As of 
December 1, our campaign has received a 
total of  
$ 58,072.44.  
May God bless you for your generous 
support! 
 

Weekly Activities 
       Tues Dec 31 

  New Year’s Eve Thanksgiving Mass 
  9:00 a.m. English Mass 
  Pastoral Care Team additional Evening  
  Thanksgiving Mass & Party 
  Time: 6:30 p.m. Chinese Mass 
  Place: OLPH Church 
  Time: 7:30 p.m. party 
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 

         Wed Jan1 
  New Year’s Mass 
  9:30 a.m. English Mass 
  11:00 a.m. Chinese Mass 

          Fri Jan 3 
  OLPH Senior Centre 
  Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 

        Saturday Jan 4 
  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
  Time: 10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
  Time: 11:00a.m. 
  Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
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  Tai Chi Lesson 
  Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:15p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Movie Night – Five People You Meet in  
  Heaven 

Time: 6:00 p.m. potluck 
     6:30 p.m. movie 
Place: OLPH Upper Hall 

  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Lowe Hall 

           Sunday Jan 5 
  R. C.I.A  
  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Sunday School 
  Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
  Place: Office Building 
  Youth Choir-choir practice 
  Time: 11:00a.m.-12:30p.m  
  Place: Office Building 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Time: 12:30p.m. 

  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  K of C Matteo Ricci 10119 meeting 
  Time:12:30p.m.-2:30p.m  
  Place: OLPH Church K of C room 
  Queen of China meeting 
  Time:12:30p.m.-2:30p.m 
  Place: OLPH boardroom 
 

Imitating Christ 
Chapter 25 : 
Zeal In Amending Our Lives 
"Trust thou in the Lord and do good," says 
the Prophet; "dwell in the land and thou shalt 
feed on its riches." 
There is one thing that keeps many from  
zealously improving their lives, that is, dread 
of the difficulty, the toil of battle. Certainly 
they who try bravely to overcome the most 
difficult and unpleasant obstacles far outstrip 
others in the pursuit of virtue. A man makes 
the most progress and merits the most grace 
precisely in those matters wherein he gains 
the greatest victories over self and most 
mortifies his will. True, each one has his own 
difficulties to meet and conquer, but a 
diligent and sincere man will make greater 
progress even though he have more 
passions than one who is more 

even-tempered but less concerned about 
virtue.              To Be Continued 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
When Will My Fingers Grow Back? 
A man came out of his home to admire his 
new truck. To his puzzlement, his 
three-year-old son was happily hammering 
dents into the shiny paint.  
The man ran to his son, knocked him away, 
hammered the little boy's hands into a pulp 
as punishment. When the father calmed 
down, he rushed his son to the hospital.  
Although the doctor tried desperately to save 
the crushed bones, he finally had to 
amputate the fingers from both the boy's 
hands. When the boy woke up from the 
surgery & saw his bandaged stubs, he 
innocently said,"Daddy, I'm sorry about your 
truck." Then he asked, "but when are my 
fingers going to grow back?"  
The father went home and committed 
suicide.  
Think about the story the next time you see 
someone spill milk at a dinner table or hear a 
baby crying. Think first before you lose your 
patience with someone you love. Trucks can 
be repaired. Broken bones & hurt feelings 
often can't. Too often we fail to recognize the 
difference between the person and the 
performance. People make mistakes. We 
are allowed to make mistakes.But the 
actions we take while in a rage will haunt us 
forever.  
Pause and ponder. Think before you 
act. Be patient. Understand and love. 
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