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Theme Sharing 
Conversion of Zacchaeus the  
Tax Collector 
(31st Sunday in Ordinary Time)   
  The first reading and the gospel are taken 
from Wisdom 11:23–12:2 and Luke 19:1-10 
respectively. The gospel is a story on the 
conversion of Zacchaeus the chief tax 
collector. The passage places emphasis on 
God’s patience and mercy towards sinners, 
and this is clearly expounded in the first 
reading. 
  Luke’s gospel today gives a detailed 
account of the chief tax collector’s 
conversion. The story goes with Zacchaeus 
curious about Jesus and trying to see what 
kind of a person Jesus was. However, being 
short in stature, his view was obstructed by 
the large crowd ahead of him. So he climbed 
a sycamore tree lying in Jesus’ path in order 
to get a close-up look of the famous miracle 
worker. Jesus came by, looked up and, 
seeing Zacchaeus on the tree, said: “Get 
right down, Zacchaeus; for I must stay in 
your house today.” On hearing this, the 
crowd began to grumble about Jesus 
associating with a sinner and staying at his 
house. Obviously, Zacchaeus was overjoyed 
and moved by Jesus’ love for him. There and 
then he said to Jesus: “Lord, I will give away 
half of my possessions to the poor; and if I 
have defrauded anyone of anything, I will 
pay back four times as much.” So in answer 
to his critics, Jesus said: “The Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save the lost.” This 
statement truly depicts God’s patience and 
mercy toward sinners. 
  Thus the theme of today’s scriptures 
reminds us that God is patient and merciful 
towards sinners. It teaches us what our 
proper attitude should be towards sinners. 
We may denounce the deplorable sinful or 
wrongful act, but it is not for us to condemn 
the person committing the act. As our God 
does not desire anyone to perish but wish all 
to come to repentance, so we must not give 
up on any sinner but should instead pray for 
his or her repentance. That person could 
have been our relative, friend or co-worker 
or someone that we know.  We can wait 
until the right timing to talk to the person. 
After gaining the person’s trust, and with 
help from the Holy Spirit, we may perhaps 
be able to bring the person around to repent 
and seek God’s forgiveness. Just remember 
that, for God, nothing is impossible. The 

Holy Spirit has the power to soften the 
hearts of the most hardened men and to turn 
sinners into saints. God’s infinite mercy may 
best be shown in the following prayer of 
absolution used by the Church in the 
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation: 
“God the Father of mercies, through the 
death and resurrection of his Son, has 
reconciled the world to himself and sent the 
Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of 
sins; through the ministry of the Church, may 
God give (you) pardon and peace…” 
It is incumbent upon all Christians, priests 
and laymen alike, to bring the message of 
God’s mercy, forgiveness and peace to our 
fallen brothers and sisters, as reflected in 
today’s Responsorial Psalm: “The Lord is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is 
good to all, and his compassion is over all 
that he has made.” 
We praise you, O Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
Stewardship 
You spare all things, for they are yours, O 
Lord, you who love the living. (Wisdom 
11.26) 
Whose are you? Everything you are and 
everything you have are from God. You are 
of God—the one who is merciful and who 
loves you. 
 

Pope Francis’ words 
Christians are always full of hope; they 
should never get discouraged. 
The Goal for Year of Faith  
in our parish:  
Catechetical Studies Refresher; 
Spend ten minutes a day to meditate on the 
Bible and to study the Catechism. 
Faith of itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. James 2:17 
Year of Faith Passport by 
Centennial Committee 
Have You Got your Passport? Pick up your 
Year of Faith Passport from your parish or 
the Catholic Pastoral Centre, and take time 
to visit any of the 7 churches, along with 
special events in the diocese. Have your 
passport stamped at any of these churches 
or events, and then follow the instructions on 
the inside back cover of your passport. If you 
have questions please call the Pastoral 
Centre at 403-218-5500. 
 

Safety Driving 
Due to the frequent snowing in the winter, for 
the safety of both parishioners and drivers, 
please drive with care within the parish 
parking lot and reduce the speed to 10 kmh.  
Thank you for your co-oporation. 
 
Diocese of Calgary 
 

“Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide 
-- We have reached a crossroad: let 
us choose life!”- news release by  the 
Catholic Organization for Life and the Family 
(COLF).  This is in response to the recent 
decisions by the BC Court of Appeal in the 
Carter case, as well as by the Supreme 
Court of Canada in the Rasouli case. The 
text will be posted on the COLF website, and 
a link provided from the CCCB website. Here 
is attachment of the release: In English 
and French.   
 

Centennial Committee 
The Diocese of Calgary will mark the 
culmination of the Diocesan Centennial and 
the Church’s Year of Faith with a joyful 
celebration of the Eucharist to which you are 
all invited! Together with Mary the 
Immaculate Conception, the perfect icon of 
faith, let us give thanks for 100 years of 
Diocesan History. 
The celebration will take place at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Calgary on Friday, November 29, 
2013 at 7 pm.  
 

Parish Activities 
TIA Winter Gala 
In support of the TIA fundraiser goal, our 
parish will be hosting a Winter Gala, which 
will be held on November 30, 2013 from 
6:00pm – 9:00pm at Upper Hall. The 
evening will consist of a detailed western 
style dinner followed by live performances 
and various other special entertainments. 
Tickets are $30.00 a person and will be on 
sale starting Sunday November 3, 2013 at 
the Religious Article Booth. All proceeds 
raised will be used to complete the 
Handi-Cap washroom for our facility as well 
as other parish related initiatives. 
We are now also recruiting all parishioners 
who wish to showcase their talents, to 
perform at the Gala. All those interested can 
fill out a registration form available at the 
religious article booth, or by sending a 
request email (below). Forms must be 
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returned before November 23, 2013 as time 
slots are limited. All performances must be 
accompanied by a minimum $100.00 
sponsorship by friends/family. 
For all inquiries related to ticket purchases 
and performance registration please contact 
the Young Adults Group at 
olphyoungadults@gmail.com 
 

2013 OLPH Christmas Play 
The annual Christmas Play will be held on 
Christmas Eve and this year’s play is titled 
“Waiting for the Christmas Guest” and it 
focuses on a poor cobbler and his wife who 
prepare their table on Christmas Eve for a 
visit from the Lord Jesus. 
Those who are interested in partaking in the 
play are encouraged to contact  
the Young Adults Group at 
olphyoungadults@gmail.com.  
Practices will begin on Sunday November 17 
at 11:15am in Upper Hall. 
 

Youth Retreat - November 09, 2013 
The first Youth Retreat of the school year will 
be held on Saturday, November 09, 2013 
from 10:00am to 3:00pm 
Venue: OLPH Upper Hall 
Topic: Christian Faith and Technology 
Lunch and snack will be provided. 
All youth from Youth Group, Youth Choir, 
Altar Servers, Readers and parents are 
encouraged to join. 
 

OLPH Parish Pastoral Council 
Annual General Meeting 
OLPH Parish Pastoral Council Annual 
General Meeting will be held on November 
24th at in the Upper Hall at 12:45pm. All 
parishioners are welcome to attend. 
 

2014 Donation Envelopes 
2014 Donation Envelopes are available for 
parishioners to pick up at the Church main 
entrance (Religious Article Centre). 
Any concern, please contact parish office 
(403-265-7926) 
 

2014 Sunday Missal 
2014 Sunday Missals are now on sale at the 
church side entrance for $3.50. 
 

Bibles ( Old & New Testament) 
Our Parish has ordered the Old Testament 
$30.00, New Testament $15 (Simplified 
Chinese) and New Testament $ 20 
(Traditional Chinese) for our parishioners. 
These Bibles are combined with English and 

Chinese. Parishioners can buy them at the 
Religious Article Centre now. 
 

Bulletin Advertisement  
We have several spaces for advertisement 
in our 2014 News Bulletin. Parishioners who 
are interested in placing their orders please 
contact the parish office 403-265-7926 or 
email olph@telus.net. 
Price is $150.00 /box per year. 
 

Together in Action 2013 
Theme: “You will be my witnesses"  
Our parish’s final target is $50,000. As of 
September 8, our campaign has received a 
total of $ 32,821.25. We plead for your 
ongoing support. Donation envelopes can be 
picked up from both the front and the side 
entrances. Let’s take action now!  
 

Weekly Activities 
   

         Wed, Fri 6, 8 
  OLPH Senior Centre 

Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

         Wed 6 
  Perpetual Help Harmony Choir 
  Time: 7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 

 

     Saturday 9 
  Father Joseph Nguyen and Pastoral 
  Care Team member will visit Mountain 
  View Memorial Gardens after 9 a.m. mass 
  to pray for all departed parishioners 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

(Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium ) 
Time: 9: 45 a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 

  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:15p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Faith Sharing Group ( N.E) 
  Time: 10:30a.m.-12:00noon. 
  Contact: Sr. Sze 403-230-3801 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 6:00 p.m-8:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 

Faith Sharing Group ( N.W.) 
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Wendy Tai 403-208-2268 

 

      Sunday 10 
R. C.I.A  

  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30p.m. 

  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
 

Imitating Christ 
Chapter 25 : 
Zeal In Amending Our Lives 
How do so many other religious who are 
confined in cloistered discipline get along? 
They seldom go out, they live in 
contemplation, their food is poor, their 
clothing coarse, they work hard, they speak 
but little, keep long vigils, rise early, pray 
much, read frequently, and subject 
themselves to allsorts of discipline. Think of 
the Carthusians and the Cistercians, the 
monks and nuns of different orders, how 
every night they rise to sing praise to the 
Lord. It would be a shame if you should grow 
lazy in such holy service when so many 
religious have already begun to rejoice in 
God.          To Be Continued 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
I Am Blessed Indeed! 
Today upon a bus, I saw a lovely girl, I 
envied her: 
She seemed so happy. And I wish I were as 
fair. 
And then, suddenly, she rose to leave, and I 
saw her hobble down the aisle, 
She had one leg and wore a crutch, 
But as she passed, a smile.  
Oh God, forgive me when I whine, I have 
two legs, 
I am blessed indeed. The world is mine!  
Later, walking down the street, 
I saw a man with eyes of blue. 
But he just stood and watched the others 
play. 
So, I stopped a moment and then I said, 
"Why don't you join the others, sir?" 
But he looked ahead without a word. 
And then I knew he could not hear.  
Oh God, forgive me when I whine, I have 
two ears, 
I am blessed indeed. The world is mine!  
And later, I stopped to buy some sweets, 
The lad who sold them had such charm, 
I talked with him. If I were late, it would do no 
harm. 
But as I turned to go, he said to me, 
"I thank you sir. You've been so kind. 
It's nice to talk with folks like you." 
"You see," he said, "I am blind."  
Oh God forgive me when I whine, I have two 
eyes, 
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I am blessed indeed. The world is mine!  
With legs to take me where I want to go, 
With ears to hear the things I need to know, 
With eyes to watch that radiant sunset glow.  
Oh God, forgive me when I whine,  
I am blessed indeed! 
The world is mine! 
 
Read More Know More  
Ten Commandments 
The Seventh Commandment 
You shall not steal 
6. How would business people break this 
Commandment? 
a. A merchant who gave false weight or 
measures, or goods that were spoiled, would 
break this Commandment. 
b. A banker or money lender who demanded 
a higher rate of interest than was permitted 
by law would also break it. 
7. How would public officials break the 
Seventh Commandment? By setting apart 
for himself or misusing public funds. 
8. What is the obligation of employers? They 
are obliged to give a just living wage to all 
who work for them. 
9. What is the obligation of employees? 
They are obliged to give a just return in time 
and labour for their salary or wage. 
10. What, in general, are all people obliged 
to do by this Commandment? Everyone is 
obliged to respect the just rights of others, 
and to give to everyone what belongs to 
them. 
11. If we have broken this Commandment, 
what are we obliged to do? We are obliged 
to give back anything we have taken, and to 
repair any damage we have caused. 
12. If we have received stolen goods, what 
are we obliged to do? We are obliged to 
return the goods to the person from whom 
they were stolen. 
13. If we cannot restore to the proper owner 
money or property justly belonging to him, 
what must we do? We must restore to his 
heirs or relatives, or if this cannot be done, 
we must devote the stolen money or 
property to charity. 
14. If we have found some articles of value, 
what are we obligated to do? We are 
obligated to try to find the owner and return 
the article to him. 
 “To be a partner of a thief is to hate one’s 
own life; one hears the victim’s curse, but 
discloses nothing.” [Prov. 29:24] The lover of 
money will not be satisfied with money; nor 

the lover of wealth, with gain. This also is 
vanity.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

2012 10 11
2013 11 24

 

 

 

(403) 218-5500  
receptionist@calgarydiocese.ca 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



OLPH November 3, 2013   

P. 5 第 5 頁 

将

咏

参

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
    

 

                
 

 
             

  

  

 
 

  

  



OLPH November 3, 2013   

P. 6 第 6 頁 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 


