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Theme Sharing 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
I will give eternal life to my sheep 
Today’s scripture readings are taken from 
Acts 13:14, 43-52; Revelation 7:9, 14-17 and 
John 10:27-30. In the gospel, Jesus 
promises to give eternal life to his sheep.  
The universality of everlasting life, to both 
Jews and Gentiles alike, is affirmed in the 
first reading. The second reading also 
reveals the award of eternal life to those who 
have persevered in their faith through 
persecution, trials and tribulations. 
The ancestors of the Jewish people were 
nomads, and the nomadic way of life had a 
great impact on the Jewish culture.  The 
images of a shepherd leading the sheep 
often appear in the literary writings of the 
Jews. To them, a shepherd is a leader and 
companion; he is strong and he protects his 
sheep against predators and harsh elements. 
He is kind, knows his sheep well and holds 
them close to his heart as if they are his own 
children.  He is ready to sacrifice himself 
for the love of his sheep and so he holds 
unquestionable authority over them. 
In the gospels, Jesus often uses the images 
of the shepherd and his sheep in his 
teachings. When Jesus began his public 
ministry in Galilee, a lot of people flocked 
around him to listen to him and “he had 
compassion on them because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd.”(Mark 6:34) 
When a Canaanite woman asked Jesus to 
cure her daughter, he initially said in reply: “I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel.”(Matthew 15:24) And when Jesus 
gathered his apostles, he told them not to be 
afraid, as God would send the Holy Spirit to 
them; and he addressed them as his “little 
flock”(Luke 12:32). In today’s gospel, Jesus 
likens his disciples to his sheep and 
commends them for their faithfulness. They 
know his voice and follow him; and he knows 
them and gives them eternal life. In the 
second reading, John makes it clear that 
salvation is open not just to the Jews but 
also to all nations, painting a beautiful 
picture of lasting joy and happiness in 
heaven. Those who have suffered 
persecution and great ordeal to defend their 
faith are received and consoled by God: 
“These people have washed their robes 
white again in the blood of the Lamb; …. and 
God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 
While eternal life is a God-given gift, we 

have to bear in mind that we also need to 
respond to his love and follow faithfully the 
teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he 
leads me besides still waters; he restores my 
soul. “Heavenly Father, eternal shepherd, 
watch over the flock redeemed by the blood 
of Christ, and lead us to the fold of 
everlasting life.  Grant this through Christ 
our Lord Amen.” 
 

Year of Faith 
Oct 11, 2012 
Nov 24, 2013 
Open the Door of Faith 
 

The Goal for Year of Faith  
in our parish:  
Catechetical Studies Refresher; 
Spend ten minutes a day to meditate on the 
Bible and to study the Catechism. 
Faith of itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. James 2:17 
Daily Prayer for Priests 
O Jesus, Eternal Priest; 
keep all Your priests within the shelter of 
Your Sacred Heart, where none may harm 
them. 
Keep unstained their anointed hands which 
daily touch Your Sacred Body. 
Keep unsullied their lips purpled with Your 
Precious Blood. 
Keep pure and unearthly their hearts sealed 
with the sublime marks of Your glorious 
priesthood. 
Let Your holy love surround them and shield 
them from the world's contagion. 
Bless their labors with abundant fruit, and 
may the souls to whom they have ministered 
to be their joy and consolation 
and in Heaven their beautiful and everlasting 
crown. 
O Mary, Queen of the clergy, pray for us; 
obtain for us many holy priests. 
50th World Day of Prayers for 
Vocations Message 
Theme: Vocations as a sign of hope founded 
in faith 
Vocations to the priesthood and the 
consecrated life are born out of the 
experience of a personal encounter with 
Christ, out of sincere and confident dialogue 
with him, so as to enter into his will. It is 
necessary, therefore, to grow in the 
experience of faith, understood as a 

profound relationship with Jesus, as inner 
attentiveness to his voice which is heard 
deep within us. This process, which enables 
us to respond positively to God’s call, is 
possible in Christian communities where the 
faith is lived intensely, where generous 
witness is given of adherence to the Gospel, 
where there is a strong sense of mission 
which leads people to make the total gift of 
self for the Kingdom of God, nourished by 
recourse to the Sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist, and by a fervent life of prayer. 
This latter “must on the one hand be 
something very personal, an encounter 
between my intimate self and God, the living 
God. On the other hand it must be constantly 
guided and enlightened by the great prayers 
of the Church and of the saints, by liturgical 
prayer, in which the Lord teaches us again 
and again how to pray properly.” Equally, I 
hope that young people, who are presented 
with so many superficial and ephemeral 
options, will be able to cultivate a desire for 
what is truly worthy, for lofty objectives, 
radical choices, service to others in imitation 
of Jesus. Dear young people, do not be 
afraid to follow him and to walk the 
demanding and courageous paths of charity 
and generous commitment! In that way you 
will be happy to serve, you will be witnesses 
of a joy that the world cannot give, you will 
be living flames of an infinite and eternal 
love, you will learn to “give an account of the 
hope that is within you” (1 Pt 3:15)! 
From the Vatican 
 

Calgary Diocese 
 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
You are invited to a holy hour of prayer for 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
on Sunday April 21, 2013. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Homilist: Fr. Pius Harding, O.S.B. Place: St. 
Anne's Parish, Calgary. For further 
information contact Fr. Gaffney at 
403-245-2753. 
 

Information Day on the Diocesan 
Priesthood   
This day is for men between the ages of 17 
and 35 years. It includes talks given by 
Bishop Henry and priests of the diocese, as 
well as the celebration of the Eucharist.   
Location: Sacred Heart Church, 1307 – 14th 
St. S.W., Calgary, (new Lower Hall/14th 
Street entrance) 
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Date: Saturday, May 11th,  
9:00 a.m. – 2:00p.m.                  
For further information and to register 
contact: Office of Vocations 
Phone: 403-245-2753: E-mail: 
mjgaffney@telusplanet.net 
 

Read More Know More 

Holy Orders 
What is Holy Orders ? 
Holy Orders is a sacrament instituted by 
our Lord Jesus Himself, by which is 
given the power of administering the 
sacraments, together with grace to 
administer them worthily. 
How many kinds of orders are there? 
There are two kinds of orders, minor  
orders and major orders. The major  
orders are subdiaconate, diaconate and 
priesthood, of which the highest is the 
priesthood. 
How many grades are there in the 
priesthood? 
There are two grades, bishop and priest. 
What powers has the priest? 
The priest has the most exalted powers,  
namely, the power of consecrating the 
Blessed Eucharist at Mass and offering it 
in sacrifice to God, and the power of 
absolving sins in Confession. 
What kind of persons can receive Holy  
Orders? 
Those who can receive Holy Orders, are of 
good example and of good reputation, who 
have a vocation from God, and who are not 
otherwise impeded. 
What is the duty of the faithful towards  
bishops and priests ? 
The faithful should honour and obey their  
bishops, and priests; and should protect 
and help them according to their means. 
If children have a vocation from God to 
The priesthood, how should their parents  
act ? 
Their parents should encourage and help  
them, but must not hinder them from  
following God's call. 
 

Parish Activities 

Family Rosary during the  
month of May 
The month of May is traditionally dedicated 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
Fr. Nguyen or Sisters, along with 
representatives from different church groups, 

will bring the Statue of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on pilgrimage from home to home and 
pray family rosary in the month of May. Fr 
Nguyen will also bless the home during the 
visit upon request by the family. 
Parishioners are encouraged to invite their 
godchildren or godparents, friends and 
relatives to join the family rosary. To 
participate as a host family in this devotion, 
please call the Parish Office. 
We will pray the Rosary 20 minutes before 
each Sunday Mass, and we will pray the 
Rosary and sing hymns with Choir in front of 
the Cove of Mary before 11:30 a.m. Mass. 
Parishioners are encouraged to take part in 
the Rosary and sing together in dedication to 
Mother Mary. 
 

Movie Night-Mother Teresa: In the 
name of God’s Poor 
This is the true story of Mother Teresa, 
beginning in Calcutta, India, where she faces 
adversity from every direction and where she 
lays the foundations for her crusade to help 
the poorest of God's poor. 
Date: May 4, 2013 (Saturday) 
Time: 6pm Potluck and  
     6:30pm start of movie 
Place: Upper Hall of OLPH  
 

Together in Action 2013 
Theme: “You will be my witnesses"  
Our parish’s final target is $50,000. As of 
April 14th, our campaign has received a total 
of $8,265.00   
We plead for your ongoing support. Together 
we will help thousands within our own 
communities and abroad through difficult 
times. Donation envelopes can be picked up 
from both the front and the side entrances. 
Let’s take action now to respond to Christ’s 
love and sacrifice for the salvation of 
mankind. 
 

Weekly Activities 
 

    Mon, Wed, Fri 22, 24, 26 
  OLPH Senior Centre 
  Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
  Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 
 

          Wed 24 
  Perpetual Harmony Choir 
  Time: 7:00p.m.-9:00 pm 
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

         Friday 26 
  Bible Study Group ( SW) 

  Time: 7:00p.m.-9:00p.m. 
  Contact: Annie Lam 403-246-1118 
 

        Saturday 27 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
  (Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium) 
  Time: 9:45a.m. 
  Place: K of C Room  
  Tai Chi Lesson 
  Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:15p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 6:00 p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
  Faith Sharing Group (Arbour Lake)  
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Grace Chan 403-208-1806 
 

         Sunday 28 
  R. C.I.A  
  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Sunday School 
  Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
  Place: Office Building 
  Youth Group 
  Time: 11:00a.m.-12:30p.m  
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
 

Imitating Christ 
 

Chapter 23: Thoughts On Death 
See, then, dearly beloved, the great danger 
from which you can free yourself and the 
great fear from which you can be saved, if 
only you will always be wary and mindful of 
death. Try to live now in such a manner that 
at the moment of death you may be glad 
rather than fearful. Learn to die to the world 
now, that then you may begin to live with 
Christ. Learn to spurn all things now, that 
then you may freely go to Him. Chastise 
your body in penance now, that then you 
may have the confidence born of certainty.  
                  To Be Continued 
 

Pope Francis Quote 
"I would like for us all, after these days of 
grace, to have courage, precisely the 
courage, to walk in the Lord’s presence, with 
the cross of the Lord; to build the Church 
upon the blood of the Lord, which was 
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poured out on the cross; and to confess the 
only glory there is: Christ crucified. And in 
this way the Church will go forward."          
Pope Francis 
 

Let There Be Ligh 
 

Surprise! 
Jesus invites you to see life in a new way 
and live with his life now 
Surprise! Many of us have been to a surprise 
birthday party or surprise anniversary 
celebration. There is a Surprise Party going 
on right now and you are invited. The 
surprise is to look on life with the eyes of 
faith, to see exactly what you see now but to 
see it in a different way.  
A child whispered, “God, speak to me” 
And a meadowlark sang. The child did not 
hear. 
So the child yelled, “God, speak to me!” 
And the thunder rolled across the sky 
but the child did not listen. 
The child looked around and said, “God, let 
me see you” 
and a star shone brightly, but the child did 
not notice. 
And the child shouted, “God, show me a 
miracle!” 
And a life was born but the child did not 
know. 
So the child cried out in despair, 
“Touch me, God, and let me know you are 
here!” 
Whereupon God reached down 
And touched the child. 
But the child brushed the butterfly away 
And walked away unknowingly. 
 

Faith Sharing Stories 
 

Honor System  
Many homes near ours offer produce and 
perennials for sale by the road. Sometimes 
we’ll drive up to an unattended stand that 
operates on the “honor system.” As we make 
our selection, we put our money into a cash 
box or an old coffee can. Then we go home 
to enjoy the freshly picked fruits and 
vegetables.  
But the honor system doesn’t always work. 
My friend Jackie has a flower stand in front 
of her house. One day, as she glanced out 
her window she saw a well-dressed woman 
with a big hat loading pots of perennials into 
the trunk of her car. Jackie smiled as she 
mentally calculated a $50 profit from her 

labors in the garden. But when she checked 
the cash box later, it was empty! The honor 
system revealed that this woman was not 
honorable.  
Perhaps to her, taking the flowers seemed 
like a small thing. But being honest in little 
things indicates how we will respond in the 
big things (Luke 16:10). Honesty in all areas 
of our lives is one way we can bring honor to 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
The best “honor system” for a follower of 
Christ is Colossians 3:17, “Whatever you do 
in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.”  
Give of your best to the Master; 
Give Him first place in your heart; 
Give Him first place in your service, 
Consecrate every part. —Gross  
Honesty means never having to look over 
your shoulder.  
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