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Theme Sharing 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today’s gospel reading is most enlightening 
with profound meaning for us. The story 
goes with Jesus, at the intercession of his 
mother, turning water into wine, enabling the 
wedding celebration to continue without a 
hitch.  This particular event at the start of 
Jesus’ public ministry unfolds the first sign of 
the divine plan and reveals his glory. 
Mary, noticing at the wedding banquet that 
wine has run out, brings it to the attention of 
Jesus. However Jesus makes a surprising 
reply, “Woman, what has it got to do with you 
or me? My time has not yet come.” 
Regardless, Mary says to the servants: “Do 
whatever he tells you.” And Jesus instructs 
the servants to fill the stone jars with water, 
draw some out and take to the chief steward. 
When the latter tastes the water, it has 
already become wine. John concludes in his 
gospel: “Jesus performed the first of his 
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory.” 
The first reading speaks about the covenant 
between God and his people.  This 
wonderful union has however been 
frustrated by the infidelity of his own people. 
In God’s plan of salvation, the wedding or 
union between God and his people is always 
ready to go, but this fails to materialize time 
and again because of the lack of wine. 
But exactly what kind of wine is lacking?  
We are not talking about the wine we use to 
drink at the supper table. For sure, this wine 
is one of a kind: namely, that of Love. A 
marriage works only when this “wine” of love 
between the husband and wife is strong and 
unadulterated.  Jesus’ miracle at Cana is 
not merely an act to save the hosts from 
embarrassment; it is a sign manifesting 
God’s plan and Jesus’ mission on earth.  
As the bridegroom of Jerusalem, Jesus 
restores the loving relationship between God 
and man. In this context, the Cana wedding 
is part of the divine plan to manifest the glory 
of Christ; his immense love for us by dying 
on the cross makes the due execution of the 
covenant between God and his people 
possible. 
The second reading reminds us that we all 
are part of God’s family and endowed with 
divine graces. “There is a variety of gifts but 
always the same Spirit,” says Paul, “and all 
these gifts are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, who distributes different gifts to 
different people just as he chooses.” We 

must bear in mind that such gifts or graces 
are intended not for our own use or 
enjoyment but for the benefit of everyone in 
God’s big family. 
The Eucharist that we receive during mass is 
reminiscent of the wedding at Cana, with our 
Lord’s presence and full blessing. We then 
should receive the Eucharist with great joy 
and devotion, as the sacrament brings us 
enormous graces through the Holy Spirit. 
This new covenant is indeed the source of 
our joy, peace and love. Let us strive 
unceasingly to grow in love so that we are 
able to receive an abundance of graces from 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Year of Faith 
Oct 11, 2012 
Nov 24, 2013 
Open the Door of Faith 
 

The Goal for Year of Faith in our  
parish:  
Catechetical Studies Refresher; 
Spend ten minutes a day to meditate on the 
Bible and to study the Catechism. 
Faith of itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. James 2:17 
Gangland to Promised Land 
John Pridmore shared the story of his dark 
past and his conversion in his book From 
Gangland to Promised Land. He described 
the moment of his conversion like this, 
…I sat alone and found myself thinking how 
my life was completely messed up. I felt very 
depressed and empty…Then I heard what I 
can only describe as a voice. It was telling 
me the worst things I had ever done…It was 
the voice of God, my conscience. The breath 
was going out of me. It was as if I was dying, 
and an incredible fear gripped me. I’m going, 
to hell, I thought. I fell to my knees, and tears 
began to well up in my eyes. ‘Give me 
another chance!’ I cried. 
Suddenly, I felt as if someone’s hands were 
on my shoulders and I was being lifted up. 
An incredible warmth overpowered me and 
the fear immediately evaporated. At that 
moment I knew — really knew, not just 
believed — that God was real. 
…Then I did something I had never done 
before: I prayed. ‘God, up to now, all I’ve 
done is take from you in my life and now I 
want to give.’ What I can only describe as an 
awesome feeling of love consumed 
me.…Then I knew for the first time in my life 

that I was loved by God. Up until then, I had 
always thought I was worthless and it didn’t 
matter whether I lived or died. 
Looking back on his life later in his book he 
wrote, 
Looking back across my life — a journey, 
you might say, from gangland to promised 
land — I’ve come to understand that we just 
need to ask Jesus to reveal himself in our 
hearts and let us know that he’s real and that 
he loves us. I did, and he replied. To anyone 
who is sceptical about this, I would simply 
say, just do it. If someone had said this to 
me when I was involved in all that criminal 
activity, I would probably have laughed and 
told them they were living in 
cloud-cuckoo-land. Now I know that Jesus is 
real, not through reading books or studying 
theology, but from personal experience. 
(From Gangland to Promised Land 174) 
 

Diocese & Other News 
 

Week of Christian Unity 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary is 
hosting an evening of worship for  
the week of Christian unity on 
Thursday, January 24, 2013 at  
7 pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Calgary. 
Bishop Frederick Henry will be presiding and 
preaching. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.   
 

Faithlife: Stewardship Forum on Faith : 
Weddings/Cohabitation on January 25th 
2013 at Our Lady of Grace Parish located on 
1714 – 14th Avenue NE, Calgary from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm. Please contact 
stewardship@calgarydiocese.ca or Eden 
D’Souza, Stewardship Coordinator at 
403-218-5520. 
 

Syrian Crisis Relief Effort –  
CNEWA - the Canadian Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association is collecting funds to 
assist refugees fleeing Syria. Our Diocese is 
accepting financial donations to assist Syrian 
refugee victims and all funds will be 
forwarded to CNEWA-Canada. Donations 
can be made as follows: 
- by sending a cheque payable to your 
parish earmarked "Syrian Relief Effort" 
- by sending a cheque payable to the 
Diocese earmarked "Syrian Relief Effort" and 
sent to the Pastoral  Centre, 120 17th Ave 
S.W., Calgary AB T2S 2T2. 
 

Ending Homelessness - KAIROS 
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Calgary is hosting their annual “Churches 
Doing Good Stuff” event on Saturday, 
Feb.9th at McDougall United Church (8516 
Athabasca St. S.E., Calgary). Dr. John Rook, 
President and CEO of the Calgary Homeless 
Foundation will speak of the Churches’ role 
in the 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness. 
Other key speakers include Richard Mugford, 
Director of Housing for CUPS and 
Community Developer at Acadia Place, Brad 
Fisher from the Aboriginal Friendship Centre, 
and Geoff Zakaib, Chair of KAIROS Calgary 
Homeless Committee. Breakfast at 8:00am; 
registration at 8:45am and program at 
9am-12:30pm. Cost for this event is $10 
including breakfast or $5 without. Register at 
www.kairos-calgary.ca or contact Allison at 
403-243-5478, pwrdfcalgary@telus.net. 
Registration deadline is February 6. 
 

Parish Activities 
 

Chinese New Year / Wedding 
Anniversary Thanksgiving Mass 
February 10 is Chinese New Year’s Day and 
the celebration of our Wedding Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Mass. We are very privileged 
to have Bishop Henry coming to our church 
and celebrate Mass on this very special day. 
After Mass, Bishop will be joining us at 
Upper Hall for a New Year gathering. We 
sincerely invite all parishioners to join us for 
a complimentary lunch. Please dress in 
Chinese costumes or in red and gold to 
celebrate this happy occasion. 
The Wedding Anniversary rehearsal will be 
held on February 3 after 11:30am Mass. 
The schedule for Sunday Masses on  
Feb 10 is revised as follows: 
English Mass-8:30 am 
Chinese New Year Mass -10:00 am 
(Celebrant: Bishop Henry) 
Mass cancelled-11:30 am 
 

Family Ski Trip 
Youth Group is organizing a ski trip to 
Nakiska in Kananaskis on Family Day 
Monday Feb 18. Special group rates are 
available due to group booking.  
Date: Monday February 18, 2013 
Time: 8:30 a.m. meet at Nakiska            
Location: Nakiska in Kananaskis 
All are welcome, please come and join us to 
celebrate the Family Day long weekend 
together and spend some quality time with 
family and loved ones! Deadline to register is 
Sunday January 27, 2013. For further info 

and registration please contact Chelsea at 
403-617-0388 or Jenny at 403-869-9462. 
 

2013 Donation Envelopes 
2013 Donation Envelopes are available for 
parishioners to pick up at the Church main 
entrance (Religious Article Centre). 
Please pick it up as soon as possible. 
 

Weekly Activities 
 

    Mon Wed, Fri 21, 23, 25 
  OLPH Senior Centre 

Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon  
Place: OLPH Church, Upper Hall 

 

       Saturday 26 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

( Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium ) 
Time: 9:45a.m. 
Place: K of C Room  

  Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
Yoga beginner class  
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

  Young Adults choir practice 
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00p.m. 

  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
  Faith Sharing Group (Arbour Lake)  
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Grace Chan 403-208-1806 

 

      Sunday 27 
R. C.I.A  

  Adult Catechumenate Class 
  (Cantonese, Mandarin and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 

K of C Room at OLPH Church 
  Catholic Family Fellowship meeting  
  Time: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
 

Imitating Christ 
 

Chapter 22 :  
Thoughts On The Misery Of Man 
When you are troubled and afflicted, that is 
the time to gain merit. You must pass 
through water and fire before coming to rest. 
Unless you do violence to yourself you will 
not overcome vice.  
So long as we live in this fragile body, we 

can neither be free from sin nor live without 
weariness and sorrow. Gladly would we rest 
from all misery, but in losing innocence 
through sin we also lost true blessedness. 
Therefore, we must have patience and await 
the mercy of God until this iniquity passes, 
until mortality is swallowed up in life.  
                  To Be Continued 
 

Faith Sharing Stories 
 

Pennies from Heaven  
A woman of modest means and her husband 
were invited to spend the weekend at the 
husband's employer's home. The boss was 
very wealthy, with an estate home and 
several cars costing more than the average 
house. 
The woman delighted to experience first 
hand the life of the extremely wealthy. The 
boss indulged his guests both at home on 
his estate as well as out at exclusive dining 
establishments. 
On one occasion as they were about to enter 
an exclusive restaurant, the boss was 
walking slightly ahead of them. He stopped 
suddenly, looking down on the pavement for 
a long, silent moment. 
An awkward silence folllowed. There was 
nothing on the ground except a single 
darkened penny that someone had dropped, 
a few cigarette butts and assorted litter. 
Quietly, the rich man reached down and 
picked up the penny. 
He held it up and smiled, then put it in his 
pocket as if he had found a great treasure. 
How absurd! What need did this man have 
of a single penny? Why would he even take 
the time to stop and pick it up? 
Throughout dinner, the penny bothered her. 
Finally, she causally mentioned that her son 
once had a coin collection, and asked if the 
penny he had found had been rare. 
A smile crept across the man's face as he 
reached into his pocket for the penny and 
held it out for her to see. 
"Look at it." He said. "Read what it says." 
She read the words "United States of 
America." 
"No, not that; read further." 
"One cent?" "No, keep reading." 
"In God we Trust?" "Yes!" "And?" 
"And if I trust in God, the name of God is 
holy, even on a coin. Whenever I find a coin I 
see that inscription. It is written on every 
single United States coin, but we never 
seem to notice it!  
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God drops a message right in front of me 
telling me to trust Him? Who am I to pass it 
by?  
When I see a coin, I pray, I stop to see if my 
trust IS in God at that moment. I pick the 
coin up as a response to God; that I do trust 
in Him. For a short time, at least, I cherish it 
as if it were gold. I think it is God's way of 
starting a conversation with me. Lucky for 
me, God is patient and pennies are plentiful!" 
 

Read More Know More 
 

The Miracles of Jesus Christ 
Jesus performs many miracles, 
demonstrating his power over nature and 
spirits, and thus confirming that the  
Kingdom of God is at hand (Mark 1:15).  
In a physical miracle, such as making the 
blind see, or walking on water, or calming a 
storm, the laws of the universe are 
suspended through divine intervention. In a 
moral miracle, such as forgiveness of sins or 
driving out demons, the blessing of Jesus 
purifies the soul. In Mark 2:1-12, Jesus 
performed a physical miracle, healing the 
paralytic, to demonstrate a moral miracle, 
the forgiveness of sins.  
Only two miracles appear in all four Gospels 
- his own Resurrection (Matthew 28, Mark 16, 
Luke 24, and John 20), the greatest miracle 
of them all; and the feeding of the 5000 
through the multiplication of the loaves, 
found in Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, 
Luke 9:10-17, and John 6:1-14.  
What is striking is that Jesus performs those 
miracles that, referring to Isaiah 35:3-6, were 
signs of the Messiah -  ַָמֶׁשיח. Jesus not only 
heals the leper (Matthew 8:1-4, Luke 
5:12-16), but also instructs the leper to show 
himself to the priest, in observance of 
Leviticus 13-14 in the Torah - תֹוָרה. He 
heals a man born blind (John 9), and 
perhaps the most dramatic of all, raises 
Lazarus on the fourth day (John 11). John 
the Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus or 
Yeshua -  ַיֵׁשּוא - "Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we expect another?" Jesus 
reassures John by naming the miracles of 
the Messiah: The blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news preached to them" 
(Matthew 11:3-5).  
The miracle stories are an integral part of the 
Gospel narrative, as in Mark, where nearly 
half of Mark's account of the public ministry 

(Chapters 1-10) describes miracles. The 
ministry of Jesus is centered on the 
establishment of God's imminent Kingdom, 
which ended the dominion of the evil one 
over the world, present ever since sin and 
death entered mankind. The miracles were 
Jesus' chief weapon in the struggle with evil 
(Mark 3:22-27), the most direct being the 
exorcism of demons, which defeated the 
power of evil and liberated humanity. That is 
why a miracle is an act of power in the 
Synoptic Gospels.  
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