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   Merry Christmas 
       
 

       Nativity of the Lord 
What we have to do is to give up everything 
that does not lead to God. (Tit. 2:12) 
For our salvation God gave us everything He 
had – He gave us His only Son, Jesus.  
How do we say ‘Thank you’ for a gift like that? 
Recognizing the magnitude of God’s gift, this 
Christmas should change the orientation of 
our lives. Christmas calls us to make 
stewardship a way of life. 
             

―

 
 

Theme Sharing 
           

4th Sunday of Advent 
The Mystery of Christmas 
The three readings of   
 today’s Liturgy of the  
 Word are all related to the mystery of 
Christmas. The gospel is on Mary’s visit to 
her cousin Elizabeth. Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Elizabeth readily recognizes Mary as 
the Mother of God: “How is it that I have the 
honour of being visited by the mother of my 
Lord?” The Visitation reveals to us the true 
message of Christmas. It showers on us 
God’s infinite love, mercy and bounty with 
the gift of Jesus being born and  
living in our midst. The mystery of  
Christmas is really a mystery of divine grace 
per the words of Apostle John: “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him might not 
perish but might have eternal life.” 
Prophet Micah foretells in the first reading 
the birthplace of our Saviour. It is in a little 
and unassuming Israeli town called 
Bethlehem that God unfolds to us his plan of 
salvation. 
The second reading shows that Jesus 

comes to this world and willingly obeys his 
Father’s Will. He makes it clear that the 
Father neither desires nor takes pleasure in 
burnt offerings and sin offerings. “See, God! I 
have come to do your Will,” says Jesus. For 
the sake of love and for our salvation and 
redemption, Jesus lays down his life for us 
and offers himself completely as sacrifice to 
the Father.   
Jesus offers himself totally for us. He would 
like to see us all willing to offer ourselves for 
love - love of God and love of our neighbour. 
So the joy of Christmas is really founded in 
love. We celebrate Christmas as the 
beginning of divine grace, which keeps 
flowing until death is completely conquered 
when we celebrate the mystery of Easter on 
Easter Sunday. 
 

Year of Faith 
Oct 11, 2012 
Nov 24, 2013 
Open the Door of Faith 
 

The Goal for Year of Faith in our  
parish:  
Catechetical Studies Refresher; 
Spend ten minutes a day to meditate on the 
Bible and to study the Catechism. 
Faith of itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. James 2:17 
Pope's Message for 46th World 
Day of Peace; Theme: "Blessed are 
the peacemakers." 
"Jesus’ Beatitude Tells Us That Peace is 
both a Messianic Gift and the Fruit of Human 
Effort" 
"1. Each new year brings the expectation of 
a better world. In light of this, I ask God, the 
Father of humanity, to grant us concord and 
peace, so that the aspirations of all for a 
happy and prosperous life may be achieved. 
"Fifty years after the beginning of the 
Second Vatican Council, which helped to 
strengthen the Church’s mission in the world, 
it is heartening to realise that Christians, as 
the People of God in fellowship with Him and 
sojourning among mankind, are committed 
within history to sharing humanity’s joys and 
hopes, grief and anguish, as they proclaim 
the salvation of Christ and promote peace 
for all. 
"In effect, our times, marked by globalisation 
with its positive and negative aspects, as 
well as the continuation of violent conflicts 
and threats of war, demand a new, shared 

commitment in pursuit of the common good 
and the development of all men, and of the 
whole man. 
"It is alarming to see hotbeds of tension and 
conflict caused by growing instances of 
inequality between rich and poor, by the 
prevalence of a selfish and individualistic 
mindset which also finds expression in an 
unregulated financial capitalism. In addition 
to the varied forms of terrorism and 
international crime, peace is also 
endangered by those forms of 
fundamentalism and fanaticism which distort 
the true nature of religion, which is called to 
foster fellowship and reconciliation among 
people. 
"All the same, the many different efforts at 
peacemaking which abound in our world 
testify to mankind’s innate vocation to peace. 
In every person the desire for peace is an 
essential aspiration which coincides in a 
certain way with the desire for a full, happy 
and successful human life. In other words, 
the desire for peace corresponds to a 
fundamental moral principle, namely, the 
duty and right to an integral social and 
communitarian development, which is part of 
God’s plan for mankind. Man is made for the 
peace which is God’s gift. 
"All of this led me to draw inspiration for this 
Message from the words of Jesus Christ: 
'Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God'. 
           Details at www.vatican.com 
 

        Christian Unity 
The Week of Christian Unity takes place 
January 18 – 25, 2013. This year all 
Christians are asked to consider the prophet 
Micah’s question: What Does God Require of 
Us? (Micah 6:6-8). The path of Christian 
discipleship involves walking the path of 
justice, mercy, and humility. The metaphor of 
walking has been chosen to link together the 
eight days of prayer because it communicates 
the dynamism which characterises Christian 
discipleship. Christians of all denominations 
are encouraged to engage in prayer with one 
another and for the unity of Christians during 
this week. The Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Calgary is hosting an evening of worship for 
the week of Christian unity January 24, 2013 
at 7pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Calgary. 
Bishop Frederick Henry will be presiding and 
preaching. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. For more information please 
contact Simone Brosig at 403-218-5524 or 
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Lia O’Hara at 403-218-5511. 
 

Parish Activities 
Christmas play 
We are presenting our annual Christmas 
play called ‘A Christmas Carol’ on Monday, 
December 24 at 7pm at Upper Hall. Please 
come join us to celebrating the joy of 
Christmas. Everyone is welcome. For further 
details, please contact Abigail Wong.  
 

Together in Action 
Theme is “Love Never Ends.”  
(1 Corinthians 13:8) 
Our parish’s final target will remain at 
$50,000.Donation envelopes can be picked 
up from both the front and the side 
entrances. As of November 27 our campaign 
has received a total of $52,800.  
May God bless you for your generous 
support! 
 

Bible/Catechism Quiz 
In response to Pope Benedict XVI’s 
proclamation of the Year of Faith starting 
October 11, 2012 to November 24, 2013, 
OLPH has decided to have a 
Bible/Catechism Quiz to bring the 
awareness of the importance of studying the 
Bible and to broaden our faith knowledge. 
The contest will have representatives from 
various Parish Groups and please mark the 
date and time down in your calendar and 
make sure you do not miss out this important 
fun filled event. 
Date: Sunday January 20, 2013 
Time: Lunch – 12:30pm to 1:15pm 
Quiz: 1:15pm to 3:15pm 
Venue: Upper Hall 
 

Youth Movie Night – 3 Idiots 
3 Idiots (stylized as 3 idiots) loosely adapted 
from the novel Five Point Someone by 
Chetan Bhagat.. 
This film won many awards, winning six 
Filmfare Awards including best film and best 
director, ten Star Screen Awards and sixteen 
IIFA awards. 
The purpose of this movie sharing is:- Will 
focus on how to fulfill our own mission in life, 
what education should be, and what is 
success and how to be a good leader and 
how to inspire your friends. It is for the young 
adults and teenagers and those who are still 
a teenager at heart. 
The Education Department in Macau gave 
free tickets of this movie to all teachers 

Date: December 29 (Saturday) 
Time: 5pm supper -Pizza and potluck  
Place: Upper Hall of OLPH  
All youth, young Adults and parishioners are 
welcome. 
 

Weekly Activities 
 

       Monday 24 
  Christmas Eve Mass 
  Time: 7:00 p.m. Christmas play 
       8:30 p.m. Tri-lingual Mass  
      ( English / Mandarin/ Cantonese)  

         Tuesday 25 
  Christmas Day Masses 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. English Mass 
      11:00 a.m. Chinese Mass 

      Saturday 29 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
  Time: 9:45a.m. 
  Place: K of C Room 
  Youth group Movie"3 Idiots" 
  Time: 5:00pm-10:30pm 
  Place: Upper Hall 

       Sunday 30 
   

  Catholic Family Fellowship &  
  Pastrol Care Team Party 

Time: 6:00p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
 

Imitating Christ 
 

Chapter 22 :  
Thoughts On The Misery Of Man 
Who is the better off then? Surely, it is the 
man who will suffer something for God. 
Many unstable and weak-minded people say: 
"See how well that man lives, how rich, how 
great he is, how powerful and mighty." But 
you must lift up your eyes to the riches of 
heaven and realize that the material goods 
of which they speak are nothing. These 
things are uncertain and very burdensome 
because they are never possessed without 
anxiety and fear. Man's happiness does not 
consist in the possession of abundant goods; 
a very little is enough.  
                   To Be Continued 
 

 
Let There Be Light 
Shares Secret of True Joy  
Benedict XVI is encouraging families to go to 
the Baby Jesus in the Manger, and to learn 
from him the way to authentic Christian joy.  

The Holy Father said : " It is necessary to try 
to live every day what the crèche represents, 
that is, Christ's love, his humility, his 
poverty." 
The "secret of true joy," he affirmed, "does 
not consist in having a lot of things, but in 
feeling loved by the Lord,  
in making oneself a gift for others, in loving." 
The Pope explained: "The Madonna and St. 
Joseph do not seem to be a very fortunate 
family; they had their first child in the midst 
of great hardships; and yet they are full of 
deep joy, because they love each other, they 
help each other and above all they are 
certain that God is at work in their history, 
God who made himself present in the little 
Jesus." 
God's promises. As well, he added, the 
shepherds have a special reason to rejoice, 
even though "that newborn certainly would 
not change the facts of poverty and 
marginalization in their lives." 
Rather, the Pontiff said, "faith helps them to 
recognize in the 'child wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger' the 'sign' of the 
accomplishment of God's promises for all 
men, 'whom he loves,' even them!" 
True joy, he affirmed, consists in "feeling that 
our personal and communal existence is 
visited and filled by a great mystery, the 
mystery of God's love." 
The Holy Father said: "To be joyful we do 
not just have need of things, but love and 
truth: We need a God who is near, who 
warms our heart, and responds to our 
profound desires.  
"This God is manifested in Jesus, born of the 
Virgin Mary. This is why that Baby, whom we 
place in the stable or the cave, is the center 
of everything, the heart of the world."           
zenit.org 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
 

The Sailor's Decision  
After a few of the usual Sunday evening 
hymns, the church's pastor once again 
slowly stood up, walked over to the pulpit, 
and gave a very brief introduction of his 
childhood friend. With that, an elderly man 
stepped up to the pulpit to speak, "A father, 
his son, and a friend of his son were sailing 
off the Pacific Coast," he began, "when a 
fast approaching storm  
blocked any attempt to get back to shore. 
The waves were so high, that even though 
the father was an experienced sailor, he 
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could not keep the boat upright, and the 
three were swept into the ocean." 
The old man hesitated for a moment, making 
eye contact with two teenagers who were, 
for the first time since the service began, 
looking somewhat interested in his story. He 
continued, "Grabbing a rescue line, the 
father had to make the most excruciating 
decision of his life....to which boy he would 
throw the other end of the line. He only had 
seconds to make the decision. 
The father knew that his son was a Christian, 
and he also knew that his son's friend was 
not. The agony of his decision could not be 
matched by the torrent of waves. As the 
father yelled out, 'I love you, son! 
He threw the line to his son's friend. By the 
time he pulled the friend back to the 
capsized boat, his son had disappeared 
beyond the raging swells into the black of 
night. His body was never recovered." 
By this time, the two teenagers were sitting 
straighter in the pew, waiting for the next 
words to come out of the old man's mouth. 
"The father," he continued, "knew his son 
would step into eternity with Jesus, and he 
could not bear the thought of his son's friend 
stepping into an eternity without Jesus. 
Therefore, he sacrificed his son. How great 
is the love of God that He should do the 
same for us." With that, the old man turned 
and sat back down in his chair as silence 
filled the room. 
Within minutes after the service ended, the 
two teenagers were at the old man's side. 
"That was a nice story," politely started one 
of the boys, "but I don't think it was very 
realistic for a father to give up his son's life in 
hopes that the other boy would become a 
Christian." 
"Well, you've got a point there," the old man 
replied, glancing down at his worn Bible. A 
big smile broadened his narrow face, and he 
once again looked up at the boys and said, 
"It sure isn't very realistic, is it? But I'm 
standing here today to tell you that THAT 
story gives me a glimpse of what it must 
have been like for God to give up His Son for 
me." 
"You see....I was the son's friend." 
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