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Theme Sharing

Cure of Deaf-Mute

(23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Today's gospel is about Jesus curing a
deaf-mute, a miracle which has an important
bearing on our lives as Christians. Prophet
Isaiah foretells in the first reading the coming
of a Messiah who will perform miracles and
do wondrous things. In the second reading,
James exhorts every Christian to lead a life
free from bias and discrimination.

A deaf-mute is one who is unable to
communicate with others. Quite often he is
considered an outcast of the society. The
pain of rejection, abandonment and despair
is surely hard to bear. This was especially so
in biblical times when cure and resources of
support were non-existent.

The gospel tells us that a deaf and dumb
man was brought to Jesus. Jesus put his
fingers into the man's ears, spat and touched
the man's tongue. Looking up to heaven, he
said: “Be opened!” Thereupon, the man's
ears were opened and his tongue was
released and he could now talk clearly and
freely. The Church has attached great
significance of this healing ritual to the
Sacrament of Baptism.

For a long time it was part of the baptism
liturgy for the priests to touch the ears and
the tongue of the person being baptized.
This signifies the healing of deafness and
the gift of healing and understanding of
God's Word. It also confers the gift of speech,
the ability to bear witness for God and gives
glory to God.

Let us ask for God's graces that we can put
to good use the gifts we received at our
baptism, that we won't be deaf to Christ's
teachings nor dumb to spread the gospel to
others. As good Christians, we should live in
faith, truth and love in constant thanksgiving
to, and communion with, God.
Eco-Thought

The profound sense that the earth is
‘'suffering’ is also shared by those who do
not profess our faith in God. ~John

Paul Il Schedule some time this week to get
reconnected to nature. Be in the forest, the
mountains, by the lake. Just get away briefly
to see, smell, and touch the physical world
that was created for us. Then tell somebody
else about the wonder of creation.

Year of Faith

Oct 11, 2012-Nov 24, 2013

Pope Benedict XVI declared that a
"Year of Faith™ will begin on October
11, 2012 and conclude on November
24, 2013.

In the Acts of the Apostles, we learn that
God has opened the door of faith for the
early Church. But did you know that God has
opened the door of faith for each one of us
and he invites us to step through the
threshold into a deeper relationship with him.
The upcoming Year of Faith is an opportunity
for every Catholic to turn towards Jesus
Christ, encounter him in the Sacraments,
especially the Eucharist and rediscover the
Faith and Church.

For the Indiction of theyear of Faith

1. The “door of faith” (Acts 14:27) is always
open for us, ushering us into the life of
communion with God and offering entry into
his Church. It is possible to cross that
threshold when the word of God is
proclaimed and the heart allows itself to be
shaped by transforming grace. To enter
through that door is to set out on a journey

that lasts a lifetime. It begins with baptism (cf.

Rom 6:4), through which we can address
God as Father, and it ends with the passage
through death to eternal life, fruit of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, whose will it
was, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, to draw
those who believe in him into his own glory
(cf. In 17:22). To profess faith in the Trinity —
Father, Son and Holy Spirit — is to believe in
one God who is Love (cf. 1 Jn 4:8): the
Father, who in the fullness of time sent his
Son for our salvation; Jesus Christ, who in
the mystery of his death and resurrection
redeemed the world; the Holy Spirit, who
leads the Church across the centuries as we
await the Lord’s glorious return.

To Be Continued

Parish Activities

Emergency Appeal for

Food Crisis in West Africa

The Diocese is participating in an appeal to
assist those affected by the Food Cirisis in
West Africa and accepting financial
donations. All funds will be forwarded to the
Catholic Organization for Development and
Peace (CCODP). Also, the Government of
Canada will match all donations made until

September 30th.
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Donations can be made in the following
ways:

- Parishioners can donate cash or make your
cheque payable to OLPH, and earmarked
“Sahel (West Africa Food Crisis) " put it in an
envelope (with your Sunday collection
envelope number OR name and address
marked) and drop it into the Sunday Mass
collection basket. The amount will be added
to your year-end donation tax receipt issued
by the parish.

- by sending a cheque payable to the RC
Diocese of Calgary, earmarked “Sahel (West
Africa Food Crisis)” and sent to the Pastoral
Centre at 120 17th Ave S.W., Calgary, AB
T2S 2T2

Philippines Floods Appeal -
Flooding in Manila, Philippines - The
Diocese is accepting financial donations for
emergency relief efforts to assist victims
affected by massive flooding in Manila and
surrounding areas in the Philippines. Al
monies collected will be forwarded to the
Canadian Catholic Organization for
Development and Peace (CCODP), which is
working with local organizations on site to
bring aid to flood victims. Donations can be
made as follows:

- Parishioners can donate cash or make your
cheque payable to OLPH, earmarked “D&P -
Philippines Floods” put it in an envelope
(with your Sunday collection envelope
number OR name and address marked) and
drop it into the Sunday Mass collection
basket. The amount will be added to your
year-end donation tax receipt issued by the
parish.

- by sending a cheque payable to the RC
Diocese of Calgary, earmarked “D&P -
Philippines Floods” and sent to the Pastoral
Centre at 120 17th Ave S.W., Calgary, AB
T2S 2T2

Syrian Crisis Relief Effort

CNEWA - Canada, the Canadian Catholic
Near East Welfare Association is collecting
funds to assist refugees fleeing Syria. Our
Diocese is accepting financial donations to
assist Syrian refugee victims and all funds
will be forwarded to CNEWA-Canada.
Donations can be made as follows:

- Parishioners can donate cash or make your
cheque payable to OLPH, and earmarked
"Syrian Relief Effort" put it in an envelope
(with your Sunday collection envelope
number OR name and address marked) and
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drop it into the Sunday Mass collection
basket. The amount will be added to your
year-end donation tax receipt issued by the
parish.

- by sending a cheque payable to the RC
Diocese of Calgary, earmarked "Syrian
Relief Effort" and sent to the Pastoral Centre
at 120 17th Ave S.W., Calgary, AB T2S 2T2
May God bless you abundantly for your
generosity and compassion!

OLPH Fundraising Bazaar

OLPH will be hosting a TIA fundraising
bazaar. Proceeds will again be allocated to
help finance the following project: addition of
a handicapped Ramp, 2 Handicapped
Bathrooms, and Upgrading of Church Side
Entrance. It will be held on Next Sunday —
September 16t 2012 at the parking lot from
9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

This Bazaar will include breakfast, lunch,
selling of different household items, tools,
crafts, art, food and beverages. We sincerely
urge all parishioners to donate their good
condition used or new items for this purpose!
Donations can be forwarded to church group
representatives or drop off at the church
religious articles counter on Sept. 9. For
details contact Parish Office. Don’t miss out
an opportunity to find great deals and to
support our Parish!

RCIA Adult Catechumenate Class —

New Class Notice
The 2012 adult Catechumenate classes are
now accepting new applications for
enrolment. Any interested party, or adult
Catholics who have not yet received the
Sacrament of Confirmation, or Christians
from other ecclesial communities
considering to join the Catholic Church,
please contact :
- The parish office 403-265-7926, or
- Joseph Yip 403-547-0618 (in the

evening).
They may also pick up a ‘RCIA Adult
Catechumenate Class Application Form’ at
the Church entrances, complete it and return
to the parish office.
All parishioners are earnestly encouraged to
play their role in evangelization and invite
their friends and relatives to join.

New Sunday School Teachers

Do you like to work with children or just want
to gain some experience for your resume?
Sunday School is looking for young adult
and adult volunteers who want to serve the

church community and share their faith, no
experience necessary. Please contact
Chrissy Leung, Sunday School Coordinator
by phone (403) 500-1218 or email,
chrissyy@gmail.com

Diocese & Other News
Calgary Diocesan Country Fair -

The Palio

The Fair, happening on Saturday September
15, 2012 at the Strathmore Rodeo Grounds,
will feature an open air mass with Bishop
Henry, the running of the horses, inter-parish
baseball games and children's activities.
Entertainment will include local artists and
Oscar Rubio from El Salvador. Purchase

your tickets in your parish or purchase online.

See www.palio.ca for details.

Family and Life Resource Centre

Transitions, a 15-week program for those
newly separated/divorced is offered starting
Tuesday, September 25, 2012 at the
Pastoral Centre in Calgary. For more
information or registration contact
403-218-5504.

Retrouvaille, a weekend retreat for couples
experiencing difficulty in their marriage, will
be offered on September 28-30™. For more
information please call Gabriele at
403-218-5504.

Weekly Activities

| Mon, Wed, Fri 10, 12, 14 |
OLPH Senior Centre

Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon

Place; OLPH Church Upper Hall

| Wed 12 |
St. Angela School Opening Mass

Time: 9:00a.m.

Place: OLPH Church

| Friday 14 |
Faith Sharing Group ( Sacred Heart)
Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m.

Contact: Doris Ho 403-271-6884

| Saturday 15 |
Legion of Mary ( meeting )

(Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium )
Time:9:45a.m.

Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church
Wing Kei Care Centre ( Mass)

Time: 11:00 a.m.-12.00 noon

Place: 1212 Centre Street, NE.

Tai Chi Lesson
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Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m.
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall
Young Adults choir practice
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Place: OLPH Upper Hall

| Sunday 16

TIA fundraising bazaar

Time: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00p.m.
Place: OLPH Parking Lot

Imitating Christ

Chapter 20 :
The Love Of Solitude And Silence
If only a man would never seek passing joys
or entangle himself with worldly affairs, what
a good conscience he would have. What
great peace and tranquility would be his, if
he cut himself off from all empty care and
thought only of things divine, things helpful
to his soul, and put all his trust in God.

To Be Continued

Stories Faith Sharing

Crossing the Water by Sri

Ramakrishna

Afarmer's daughter duty was to carry fresh
milk to customers in various villages, one of
whom was a priest. To reach his house, the
milkmaid had to cross a good-sized stream.
People crossed it by a sort of ferry raft, for a
small fee.

One day the priest, who performed worship
daily with the offering to God of fresh milk,
finding it arrived very late, scolded the poor
woman. "What can | do?" she said, "I start out
early from my house, but | have to wait a long
time for the boatman to come."

Then the priest said (pretending to be
serious), "What! People have even walked
across the ocean by repeating the name of
God, and you can't cross this little river?" This
milkmaid took him very seriously. From then
on she brought the priest's milk punctually
every morning. He became curious about it
and asked her how it was that she was never
late anymore.

"| cross the river repeating the name of the
Lord," she replied, "just as you told me to do,
without waiting for the ferry." The priest didn't
believe her, and asked, "Can you show me
this, how you cross the river on foot?" So they
went together to the water and the milkmaid
began to walk over it. Looking back, the
woman saw that the priest had started to
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follow her and was floundering in the water.
"Sir!" she cried, "You are uttering the name of
God, yet all the while you are holding up your
clothes from getting wet. That is not trusting
in God!"

This story was written by Sri Ramakrishna.

Faith of Saints

St. John Chrysostom

feast day September 13

St. John, named Chrysostom
(golden-mouthed) on account of his
eloguence, came into the world of Christian
parents, about the year 344, in the city of
Antioch. His mother, at the age of 20, was a
model of virtue. He studied rhetoric under
Libanius, a pagan, the most famous orator of
the age.

In 374, he began to lead the life of an
anchorite in the mountains near Antioch, but
in 386 the poor state of his health forced him
to return to Antioch, where he was ordained a
priest.

In 398, he was elevated to the See of
Constantinople and became one of the
greatest lights of the Church. But he had
enemies in high places and some were
ecclesiastics, not the least being Theophilus,
Patriarch of Alexandria, who repented of this
before he died. His most powerful enemy,
however, was the empress Eudoxia, who was
offended by the apostolic freedom of his
discourses. Several accusations were
brought against him in a pseudo-council, and
he was sent into exile.

In the midst of his sufferings, like the apostle,
St. Paul, whom he so greatly admired, he
found the greatest peace and happiness. He
had the consolation of knowing that the Pope
remained his friend, and did for him what lay
in his power. His enemies were not satisfied
with the sufferings he had already endured,
and they banished him still further, to Pythius,
at the very extremity of the Empire. He died
on his way there on September 14, 407.
Ephesians - 4:1-7, 11-13

to knit God's holy people together for the
work of service to build up the Body of Christ,
Psalms — 40:7-8

then | said, 'Here | am, | am coming." In the
scroll of the book it is written of me,

my delight is to do your will; your law, my God
is deep in my heart.

Mark 4:1-10, 13-20

'Listen! Imagine a sower going out to Sow.

The Words of God

Proverbs 30:5-9

Every word of God is fire tried; he is a buckler
to them that hope in him. Add not anything to
his words, lest thou be reproved, and found a
liar. Two things | have asked of thee, deny
them not to me before | die. Remove far from
me vanity and lying words. Give me neither
beggary nor riches: give me only the
necessaries of life, lest perhaps being filled, |
should be tempted to deny, and to say: Who
is the Lord? Or being compelled by poverty, |
should steal, and forswear the hame of my
God.
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