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Theme Sharing 
Birth of St. John the Baptist 
The Feast of the Birth of St. John the Baptist, 
celebrated on June 24 of each year, is a 
major feast (or Solemnity) of the Church. If it 
falls on a Sunday, as in today’s case, then 
the Feast will displace an Ordinary Sunday 
of the year in the Church’s liturgical calendar. 
This is an honour rarely accorded to a saint. 
John (the Baptist) is the forerunner of Christ; 
and in the person of John, the Old 
Testament reaches its climax. Hence, we 
celebrate this important feast today in place 
of the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time.   
Today’s gospel reading centres on the birth 
of John and on how this God-chosen name 
was confirmed by his parents. The other two 
readings speak about his mission and his 
ministry.  John’s birth brought immense joy 
to mankind. Archangel Gabriel told 
Zechariah that many would rejoice at his 
son’s birth, itself a most extraordinary event 
and no less a miracle. When John grew up, 
he was guided by God to live in the 
wilderness. He was entrusted with a very 
special mission; namely, to prepare the way 
of the Lord. 
Described in the gospel as a forceful prophet, 
John proclaimed a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Because of John’s 
holiness, the people figured that he might be 
the long awaited Messiah. However, John 
quickly dismissed their speculation. With 
great humility, he told the crowd that he was 
only “the voice in the wilderness, preparing 
the way of the Lord.” He said, “Someone 
mightier than I is coming, and I am not 
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.” 
Indeed, the one to come was Jesus, the true 
Messiah and God the Son made flesh. 
Truth and blunt messages often are not 
welcome. No doubt, John would feel the 
same, and there could have been moments 
of frustration, disappointment, and a sense 
of failure during the course of his ministry. In 
fact, he was arrested, imprisoned and 
eventually beheaded by Herod. Just like the 
suffering servant of God in the first reading, 
John might feel that he had laboured in vain 
and had spent his strength to no avail. 
However, it may be comforting for him to 
know that he had accomplished his mission 
in the best possible way because he had 
died for the sake of faith. This is why John is 
now so deeply revered by the Church.   
On the frustration of the servant of the Lord, 

God says, “It is too small a thing for you to 
be my servant, to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and restores the survivors of Israel; I 
will make you a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth.” (Isaiah 49:6) This statement applies 
aptly to Jesus, but in a way it may also apply 
to John. By his preaching and martyrdom, 
John is the light not only for the Israelites, 
but also for all Christians. 
The Feast of the Birth of John the Baptist is 
immensely popular in many parts of the 
world, confirming his deep-rooted influence, 
as forerunner of Christ, on the life of 
Christians. His teaching deepens our faith 
and exhorts us to be truly repentant of our 
sins so that we can receive God’s graces 
and put our trust in God and his divine 
providence. 
We should rejoice in this Feast, and be 
thankful for all the divine graces gifted to us 
through St. John the Baptist. By his 
faithfulness, courage, untiring effort to 
proclaim God’s word as well as his ultimate 
sacrifice to bear witness for God, John has 
assumed a forerunner’s role in the Paschal 
Mystery of Christ. For this, John is now 
sharing in the glory of this Mystery for all 
eternity. 
 

Pope World Mission  
and Prayers Intentsion 
 

July General and  
Missionary Intention 
General Intention: Work Security. That 
everyone may have work in safe and secure 
conditions.  
Missionary Intention: Christian Volunteers. 
That Christian volunteers in mission 
territories may witness to the love of Christ.  
 
Food Crisis in West Africa  
On Food Crisis in West Africa 
we collected a total amount of $3,330.00 
in donations. This sum will be sent to  
our Diocese for emergency relief efforts to 
assist those affected by the Food Crisis in 
West Africa. 
Thanks for your generous support! 
 
OLPH Summer Mass schedule 
Mass schedule in July and August will be 
revised as follows: 
Saturday : 5:00pm ( in Mandarin) 
Sunday:  9:30 am (in English)  

 11:00 am (in Cantonese) 
Tuesday ( 7:00 pm) English Mass will be 
suspended 
Normal Mass schedule will be resumed from 
September 2. 

 

Summer Bulletin Break 
This is the last church bulletin before 
summer. It will be resumed in the week of 
September 2.   
   
Together in Action 
Theme is “Love Never Ends.”  
(1 Corinthians 13:8) 
The 2012 Diocesan’s Appeal campaign, 
“Together in Action”, has commenced.  Our 
parish’s final target will remain at 
$50,000.Donation envelopes can be picked 
up from both the front and the side 
entrances. As of June 7, our campaign has 
received a total of $19,455.00   
Let’s take action now to respond to Christ’s 
love and sacrifice for the salvation of 
mankind. 
May God bless you for your generous 
support! 
 

Diocese & Other News 
 

Charities and Development 
Ministry 
For the poor Sunday can seem to be just 
another day of trying to find food, shelter and 
a sense of belonging. Each week the Feed 
the Hungry Family helps approximately 500 
people experience a different Sunday - food, 
family, and respect at St. Mary’s Hall in the 
heart of Calgary. Monday, August 13 is the 
22nd Annual Golf Tournament in support of 
the Feed the Hungry Program. If you are 
interested in golfing at the beautiful Silvertip 
Resort in Canmore as part of this annual 
fundraiser, we’d love to hear from you! Cost 
is $250/golfer or $1,000/team of four. For 
more information contact Samantha Jones at 
403-218-5531 or 
samantha.jones@calgarydiocese.ca   
or visit  
www.calgarydiocese.ca/feed-the-hungry-golf
-tournament.html  
 
Centennial Committee 
Seeking a few more images for our 
Diocesan Jubilee Historical Display. Does 
your family have a photograph that tells us 
something surprising or inspiring about the 
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history of our Diocese? It may be a special 
gathering, family devotions, or a meaningful 
moment with a story to tell. The image does 
not have to be ‘old’ as we plan to include 
images from any time within the past 100 
years. We are looking for good quality, 
visually interesting photos and permission to 
use them, if chosen, in the display to be 
circulated around the parishes next year. We 
are hoping to represent all aspects of 
Diocesan life in the display, which is 
designed to inspire and educate us. For 
more information please contact: 
100years@calgarydiocese.ca or call 
403-218-5502. Thank you! 
The Life & Family Resource Centre is still 
looking for couples struggling with fertility 
issues to help form a support group. For 
more information or to sign up please 
contact Gabriele at 403-218-5504. 
 
Retrouvaille will be offering its next retreat 
on September 28-30th. Retrouvaille is a 
program for married couples experiencing 
difficulty. For more information on this 
program please call Gabriele at 
403-218-5504. 
 
YOUCAT: Youth Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. Developed with the help of young 
Catholics and written for high-school age 
people and young adults, YOUCAT is an 
accessible, contemporary expression of the 
Catholic Faith. YOUCAT is keyed to the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, so people 
can go deeper. The  
questions are direct and honest, even at 
times tough; the answers straightforward, 
relevant, and compelling. YOUCAT will likely 
become the "go-to" place for young people 
to learn the truth about the Catholic faith.  
 

Weekly Activities 
 

  Mon, Wed, Fri 25, 27, 29 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

 

         Mon 25  
St. Angela School Year End Mass 
Time: 9:00a.m. 
Place: OLPH Church  

 

      Saturday 30 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

( Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium ) 
Time: 9:45a.m. 

Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Parish Summer BBQ and Camping 
Time: 1:00pm depart from church 
Place: 197 Camp Winchell Coulee  
Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

 

     Sunday July 1 
Parish Summer BBQ and Camping 
Time: 9:30am depart from church 
Place: 197 Camp Winchell Coulee  
 

Imitating Christ 
 

Chapter 20 :  
The Love Of Solitude And Silence 
More than this, the security of the saints was 
always enveloped in the fear of God, nor 
were they less cautious and humble 
because they were conspicuous for great 
virtues and graces. The security of the 
wicked, on the contrary, springs from pride 
and presumption, and will end in their own 
deception.   To Be Continued 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
King Canute on the Seashore 
Long ago, England was ruled by a king 
named Canute. Like many leaders and men 
of power, Canute was surrounded by people 
who were always praising him. Every time 
he walked into a room, the flattery began.  
"You are the greatest man that ever lived," 
one would say.  
"O king, there can never be another as 
mighty as you," another would insist.  
"Your highness, there is nothing you cannot 
do," someone would smile.  
"Great Canute, you are the monarch of all," 
another would sing. "Nothing in this world 
dares to disobey you."  
The king was a man of sense, and he grew 
tired of hearing such foolish speeches.  
One day he was walking by the seashore, 
and his officers and courtiers were with him, 
praising him as usual. Canute decided to 
teach them a lesson.  
"So you say I am the greatest man in the 
world?" he asked them.  
"O king," they cried, "there never has been 
anyone as mighty as you, and there never 
be anyone so great, ever again!"  
"And you say all things obey me?" Canute 
asked.  
"Absolutely!" they said. "The world bows 

before you, and gives you honor."  
"I see," the king answered. "In that case, 
bring me my chair, and we will go down to 
the water."  
"At once, your majesty!" They scrambled to 
carry his royal chair over the sands.  
"Bring it closer to the sea," Canute called. 
"Put it right here, right at the water's edge." 
He sat down and surveyed the ocean before 
him. "I notice the tide is coming in. Do you 
think it will stop if I give the command?"  
His officers were puzzled, but they did not 
dare say no. "Give the order, O great king, 
and it will obey," one of them assured him.  
"Very well. Sea," cried Canute, "I command 
you to come no further! Waves, stop your 
rolling!. Surf, stop your pounding! Do not 
dare touch my feet!"  
He waited a moment, quietly, and a tiny 
wave rushed up the sand and lapped at his 
feet.  
"How dare you!" Canute shouted. "Ocean, 
turn back now! I have ordered you to retreat 
before me, and now you must obey! Go 
back!"  
And in answer another wave swept forward 
and curled around the king's feet. The tide 
came in, just as it always did. The water rose 
higher and higher. It came up around the 
king's chair, and wet not only his feet, but 
also his robe. His officers stood before him, 
alarmed, and wondering whether he was not 
mad.  
"Well, my friends," Canute said, "it seems I 
do not have quite so much power as you 
would have me believe. Perhaps you have 
learned something today. Perhaps now you 
will remember there is only one King who is 
all-powerful, and it is he who rules the sea, 
and holds the ocean in the hollow of his 
hand. I suggest you reserve your praises for 
him."  
The royal officers and courtiers hung their 
heads and looked foolish. And some say 
Canute took off his crown soon afterward, 
and never wore it again. 
                By James Baldwin 
 

Read More Know More 
 

              Hope  
Hope is the theological virtue by which we 
desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal 
life as our happiness, placing our trust in 
Christ's promises and relying not on our own 
strength, but on the help of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. "Let us hold fast the confession 
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of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful." "The Holy Spirit . . . he 
poured out upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that we might be 
justified by his grace and become heirs in 
hope of eternal life."  
The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration 
to happiness which God has placed in the 
heart of every man; it takes up the hopes 
that inspire men's activities and purifies them 
so as to order them to the Kingdom of 
heaven; it keeps man from discouragement; 
it sustains him during times of abandonment; 
it opens up his heart in expectation of eternal 
beatitude. Buoyed up by hope, he is 
preserved from selfishness and led to the 
happiness that flows from charity.  
Christian hope takes up and fulfills the hope 
of the chosen people which has its origin 
and model in the hope of Abraham, who was 
blessed abundantly by the promises of God 
fulfilled in Isaac, and who was purified by the 
test of the sacrifice. "Hoping against hope, 
he believed, and thus became the father of 
many nations." 
Christian hope unfolds from the beginning of 
Jesus' preaching in the proclamation of the 
beatitudes. The beatitudes raise our hope 
toward heaven as the new Promised Land; 
they trace the path that leads through the 
trials that await the disciples of Jesus. But 
through the merits of Jesus Christ and of his 
Passion, God keeps us in the "hope that 
does not disappoint."Hope is the "sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul . . . that 
enters . . . where Jesus has gone as a 
forerunner on our behalf."Hope is also a 
weapon that protects us in the struggle of 
salvation: "Let us . . . put on the breastplate 
of faith and charity, and for a helmet the 
hope of salvation." It affords us joy even 
under trial: "Rejoice in your hope, be patient 
in tribulation."Hope is expressed and 
nourished in prayer, especially in the Our 
Father, the summary of everything that hope 
leads us to desire.  
We can therefore hope in the glory of 
heaven promised by God to those who love 
him and do his will. In every circumstance, 
each one of us should hope, with the grace 
of God, to persevere "to the end" and to 
obtain the joy of heaven, as God's eternal 
reward for the good works accomplished 
with the grace of Christ. In hope, the Church 
prays for "all men to be saved." She longs to 
be united with Christ, her Bridegroom, in the 
glory of heaven:  

Hope, O my soul, hope. You know neither 
the day nor the hour. Watch carefully, for 
everything passes quickly, even though your 
impatience makes doubtful what is certain, 
and turns a very short time into a long one. 
Dream that the more you struggle, the more 
you prove the love that you bear your God, 
and the more you will rejoice one day with 
your Beloved, in a happiness and rapture 
that can never end. 
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